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GOVERNMENT 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

1916 


ELECTED  OFFICIALS. 

MAYOR. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Harold  E.  Sweet 80  North  Main  St. 

Hours: — 9:30  to  11:30  and  3 to  5 Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 
9:30  to  11:30  A.  M.  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday. 

CITY  CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Frank  I.  Babcock 163  South  Main  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  5 p.  m.  except  Saturdays.  Satur- 
days 8:30  a.  m.  to  12:30  p.  m, 

ASSISTANT  CITY  CLERK. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Alberta  F.  Remington 6 Fourth  St. 

Appointed  by  the  City  Clerk,  confirmed  by  the  Council. 

CITY  COLLECTOR. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Lester  W.  Nerney 200  North  Main  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8 a.  m.  to  5 p.  m. ‘except  Saturdays.  Saturdays 
8 a.  m.  to  12  m. 


COUNCI  LLORS-AT-LARGE. 
Terms  expire  January,  1918. 


Philip  E.  Brady,  President 12  Horton  Block. 

Harry  P.  Kent 12  First  St. 

William  H.  Saart 20  Tappan  Ave. 

Howard  G.  Smith 32  Elizabeth  St. 

Charles  O.  Sweet 119  Bank  St. 

Oscar  Wolfenden 173  County  St. 
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WARD  COUNCILLORS. 

Terms  expire  January,  1917. 

William  H.  Garner 373  South  Main  St. 

William  A.  Spier 14  Grove  St. 

Solomon  B.  Jacobs 48  Park  St. 

Samuel  M.  Holman ...39  Pleasant  St. 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor 45  James  St. 

ASSESSORS. 

Walter  J.  Newman,  Chairman 177  Pine  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m.  and  1:30  to  5 p.  m.  except 
Saturdays.  Saturdays  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m. 

Term  Expires  January,  1918. 

Harry  E.  Carpenter,  Clerk West  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1919. 

Malcolm  Currie 12  Holden  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Terms  expire  January,  1918. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Chairman 17  First  St. 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin,  Secreiary 32  John  St. 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson 13  Maple  St. 

Terms  expire  January,.  1917. 

Walter  A.  Briggs 1 Cliff  St. 

Thomas  G.  Sadler South  Attleboro. 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald 250  County  St. 

Terms  expire  January,  1919. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford Tyler  St. 

Edwin  F.  Thayer 17  Mechanic  St. 

Walter  J.  Newman 177  Pine  St. 

APPOINTED  OFFICIALS. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Joseph  V.  Curran,  Chairman Highland  Ave.,  Hebronville. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Clerk 17  First  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Frank  M.  Payson ....139  North  Main  St 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 

CITY  PHYSICIAN. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Wilfred  E.  Rounseville 40  Bank  St. 

HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 


Ralph  P.  Kent 


115  County  St. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT— FIRE  ENGINEERS. 


Hiram  R.  Packard,  Chief 8 Hope  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Fred  A.  Clark,  First  Assistant 22  Hayward  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

William  E.  Sweeney,  Second  Assistant 10  School  St. 

Resigned  March  7,.  1916. 

Craig  C.  Pope,  Second  Assistant 244  Park  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Edmond  H.  Gingras,  Chief  and  Lockup  Keeper 15  John  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Harry  J.  Goodale,  Superintendent 61  County  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8 a.  m.  to  12  m.  and  1 to  5 p.  m.  except  Satur- 
days. Saturdays  8 a.  m.  to  1 p.  m. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Samuel  Dyer,  City  Engineer 48  Hodges  St. 


Appointed  by  Supt.  of  Public  Works. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

AUDITOR. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Edgar  F.  Bosworth 17  First  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m.  and  1:30  to  5 p.  m.  except 
Saturdays.  Saturdays  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m. 

INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Millard  F.  Ashley 8 Sturdy  St. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Hugh  Gaffney  31  Dennis  St. 


BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS. 

John  R.  Curry,  Chairman 4 Foley  St. 

Term  expires  April,  1919. 

Michael  A.  Galligan 70  Dunham  St. 

Term  expires  April,  1917. 

Chester  A.  Smith South  Main  St.,  Hebronville. 

Term  expires  April,.  1918. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  ex-officio 163  South  Main  St. 
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CITY  SOLICITOR. 

John  J.  Coady 10  John  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

Charles  A.  Mooers 72  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

John  E.  Anderson Thacher  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Solon  D.  Bushee 255  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Terms  expire  February,  1919. 

Joseph  L.  Sweet,  Chairman 42  Peck  St. 

Leonard  I.  Lamb 197  South  Main  St. 

Thomas  E.  McCaffrey 99  Union  St. 

Terms  expire  February,  1918. 

Mrs.  Irene  T.  Hill 192  South  Main  St. 

John  J.  Thacher South  Main  St. 

Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Wilmarth 73  North  Main  St. 

Terms  expire  February,  1917. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  S.  Carpenter 60  Peck  St. 

Charles  S.  Holden,  Secretary 378  North  Main  St. 

Mark  E.  Rowe 178  South  Main  St. 

CITY  FORESTER. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

W.  E.  S.  Smith 51  Thacher  St. 

FOREST  WARDEN. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Hiram  R.  Packard 8 Hope  St. 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF  AND  BURIAL  AGENT. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Fred  L.  Morse 24  Dean  St. 

PLANNING  BOARD. 

Terms  expire  February,  1919. 

Joseph  Pinberg,  Chairman 24  John  St. 

Milford  E.  Bliss 12  Dean  St. 

Terms  expire  February,.  1918. 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Mullaly 1 Ellis  St. 

George  A.  Sweeney,  Secretary 52  Holman  St. 

Terms  expire  February,  1917. 

Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Hammond 17  Second  St. 

Raymond  M.  Horton 116  Pleasant  St. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS. 

Term  expires  April,  1917, 

Hugh  Gaw 52  Union  St. 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell 37  Peck  St. 

FENCE  VIEWERS. 

Terms  expire  February,  1917. 

Eustace  V.  Carpenter 278  Oak  Hill  Ave. 

Henry  A.  Lord ’. Locust  St. 

CARETAKER  OF  GRAVES. 

CIVIL  AND  SPANISH  WAR  VETERANS. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

George  R.  Adams 87  Dean  St. 

CITY  STENOGRAPHER. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Mrs.  Lulu  A.  Gingras • 15  John  St. 

CITY  MESSENGER. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Fred  L.  Morse 24  Dean  St. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Nelson  Hagar,  City  Farm  and  Pound County  St. 

CITY  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE 
ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL. 

Terms  expire  February,  1917. 

Harold  E.  Sweet 80  North  Main  St. 

Charles  O.  Sweet 119  Bank  St. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  ex-officio 163  South  Main  St. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CAPRON  AND  DEBORAH  STARKEY  FUNDS. 

All  ex-officio. 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treasurer. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee. 
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SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS. 


Frederick  G.  Mason,  Chairman 80  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Frank  W.  Weaver Bates  Block. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

W.  Granville  Meader,  Clerk 146  County  St. 

Term  expires  February^  1919. 


SEWER  LOAN  COMMISSIONERS. 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  ex-officio.  Chairman. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treasurer,  ex-officio. 

Frederick  G.  Mason ^ 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Frank  W.  Weaver 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

W.  Granville  Meader,  Clerk 

Term  expires  February,  1919. 


ADDRESS  OF 


HON.  HAROLD  E.  SWEET 

MAYOR  OF  ATTLEBORO 
AT  THE 

INAUGURATION 

OF 

THE  1917  CITY  GOVERNMENT 


HIGH  SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM 
ATTLEBORO.  MASSACHUSETTS 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  2.  1917 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Council: 

Again  it  is  our  duty  as  well  as  our  privilege  to  render  to  our 
fellow  citizens  a report  of  our  stewardship  and  to  offer  some  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  future  conduct  of  municipal  affairs. 

The  first  administration  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  is  a matter  of 
history, — that  it  has  been  written  quite  generally  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public  may  be  assumed  from  the  personnel  of  the  executive 
and  legislative  departments  of  the  city  as  they  appear  here  tonight. 

After  three  elections  in  which  each  individual  has  been  put  to 
the  test  of  public  opinion,  we  find  but  two  changes  in  our  member- 
ship, one  resulting  from  voluntary  retirement.  Mention  is  made  of 
this  not  for  self  congratulation  but  because  it  represents  a condition 
worthy  of  note  and  affords  encouragement  for  the  future — evidence 
of  approval  and  confidence  such  as  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  enjoy, 
are  bound  to  enlist  and  encourage  one’s  best  efforts  for  the  public 
weal. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  I am  already  definitely  committed  to  re- 
tirement from  this  office  at  the  expiration  of  my  second  term,  it  may 
be  proper  for  me  to  make  some  observations  regarding  this  office 
which  could  not  be  made  before  without  some  suggestion  of  self 
interest,  and  I trust  you  will  pardon  the  necessary  personal  reference 
in  discussing  this. 

As  you  are  aware,  I did  not  seek  a re-election,  although  naturally 
an  endorsement  of  this  character  is  pleasing  to  anyone  who  has  en- 
deavored to  serve  the  public.  Having  been  re-elected,  I desire  to 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  my  expressions  of  appre- 
ciation for  this  evidence  of  confidence  in  this  administration,  and  to 
advance  at  this  time  what  seems  to  me  should  be  an  unwritten  law 
relative  to  the  mayoralty  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, — one  that  prevails 
in  a number  of  other  municipalities  where  it  has  worked  to  advantage, 
and  where  the  people  have  resented  attempts  to  change  the  usual 
order  of  things.  I refer  to  that  municipal  policy  that  decrees  by  pub- 
lic opinion  merely,  and  not  by  regulation,  that  two  consecutive  terms 
are  sufficient  for  any  person  in  the  mayoralty.  An  occupant  of  this 
position  should  obviously  have  the  opportunity  of  seeking  the  endorse- 
, ment  that  a second  term  carries,  but  any  man  who  has  conscientiously 
discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  for  four  years  has  met  all  the 
civic  responsibilities  of  this  character  that  a community  has  any  right 
to  demand  of  any  individual.  On  the  other  hand,  no  one  individual 
is  so  indispensable  to  a community  that  it  is  essential  to  the  public 
welfare  for  him  to  be  retained  in  this  office  more  than  four  years. 
We  have,  and  I trust  always  will  have,  a very  considerable  number 
of  gentlemen  well  qualified  and  willing  to  assume  the  office,  so  that 
both  the  work  and  the  honor  thereof  should  be  distributed. 

The  door  of  my  office  down  town  has  been  open  for  the  past  two 
years  for  all  to  enter  who  would  and  there  will  be  no  change  in  this 
respect  in  the  two  years  to  come.  I want  any  citizen  to  feel  perfectly 
free  to  come  to  me  direct  about  any  matter  which  concerns  his  re- 
lations to  or  interest  in  any  part  of  the  city  government,  but  I feel 
justified  in  asking  that  matters  of  public  business,  except  in  emer- 
gency instances,  be  taken  up  during  office  hours  and  not  at  my  home. 

I have  maintained  with  a fair  degree  of  regularity,  certain  office 
hours  at  City  Hall  during  the  past  two  years, — my  schedule  calling 
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for  9:30  to  11:30  a.  m.  every  week  day  and  3 to  5 p.  m.  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  ‘Fridays, — very  much  in  excess  of  the  time  usually 
devoted  to  this  office  in  other  cities  similar  in  size. 

It  is  my  purpose  for  the  present,  indeed  it  is  essential  for  proper 
attention  to  personal  affairs,  to  curtail  the  afternoon  schedule  to  Mon- 
days and  Thursdays  from  3 to  4 p.  m. 

Based  on  the  experience  of  the  past  two  years,  I am  confident 
that  this  arrangement  affords  ample  provision  for  attention  to  the 
business  of  the  city. 

Without  any  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  kindly 
thought  that  has  prompted  many  organizations  during  the  past  two 
years  to  invite  the  mayor  to  their  social  functions,  I feel  constrained 
to  state  at  this  time  that  my  activities  in  that  direction  will  be  very 
much  restricted  during  the  two  years  to  come. 

The  novelty  of  having  a mayor  has  worn  off.  About  every  organ- 
ization within  the  city  has  discharged  any  fancied  obligation  of  this 
sort  it  may  have  felt  towards  the  chief  executive,  and  there  need  be 
no  thought  in  the  minds  of  any,  henceforth,  that  the  mayor  will  feel 
slighted  if  not  on  the  list  of  invited  guests,  nor  on  the  other  hand, 
should  any  organization  feel  that  any  discourtesy  is  intended  if  it 
seems  necessary  for  me  to  decline  when  so  remembered. 

I shall  be  ready  and  willing  to  go  anywhere  at  any  time  when 
there  appears  to  be  real  need  of  my  presence,  but  please  excuse  me 
from  attendance  on  purely  social  functions  where  my  presence  is 
requested  simply  because  of  the  office  I happen  to  occupy. 

Finances 

A study  of  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  city  is  both 
interesting  and  encouraging. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  this  evening  to  weary  you  with  detailed  fig- 
ures, but  there  are  some  accomplishments  of  the  past  two  years 
worthy  of  note  at  this  time.  While  a complete  statement  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  year  1916  is  impossible  of  preparation  for 
this  occasion,  yet  such  figures  as  are  available  indicate  that  for  the 
second  year  under  city  government  we  have  been  successful  in  making 
our  expenses  for  the  current  year  less  than  our  receipts.  Our  total 
payments  during  the  past  two  years  on  outstanding  obligations  of 
the  city  have  amounted  to  $164,600,  and  during  that  period  our  Sink- 
ing Funds  have  increased  $18,403.79,  so  that  there  has  been  a reduc- 
tion in  our  net  debt  of  $183,003.79.  This  also  involves  a reduction  in 
our  annual  interest  charges  of  approximately  $6,500,  as  compared 
with  those  of  1914. 

^furthermore,  the  only  new  obligation  contracted  is  represented 
at  the  present  time  by  a single  note  of  $3,000  payable  next  November, 
covering  the  balance  due  on  the  rifle  range  purchase  required  by  the 
State. 

We  completed  in  1916  the  last  payment  of  the  assessment  for 
the  grade  crossings  abolition,  making  a total  of  $108,081.75  which 
the  city  has  paid  in  principal  and  interest  on  this  account.  There 
still  remains  a small  supplementary  expense  amounting  to  $3,000 — 
payable  $1,000  per  year  for  the  next  three  years — covering  the  city's 
share  of  the  adjustment  for  certain  land  damage  claims  incident  to 
changing  the  railroad  grade. 

Material  reductions  have  been  made  in  our  water  and  sewer 
obligations  and  various  school  and  engine  house  notes.  The  city  is 
also  in  an  easier  position  financially  as  regards  its  current  funds  than 
was  the  case  a year  ago,  as  we  owe  less  for  temporary  borrowings 
and  have  more  cash  on  hand. 
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The  following  data  is  submitted  as  affording  you  means  for  com- 
parison with  figures  of  a like  nature  appearing  in  my  two  prior  in- 
augural addresses. 

Average  valuation  for  the  past 

three  years  $21,660,501.00 


Our  debt  limit — 

Revised  laws  Chap.  27,  Sec.  3 $541,664.03 

Our  present  liabilities  (Dec. 


31,  1916)— 

Water  Bonds  

Sewer  Ronds  

$588,500.00 

403,000.00 

High  School  Bonds 

Fire  Station  Bonds 

School  House  Bonds 

$139,000.00 

15,200.00 

30,000.00 

184,200.00 

Total  Bonds — Water,  Sew- 
er and  General 

Time  Notes  

Revenue  Loans  

28,000.00 

100,000.00 

1,175,700.00 

128,000.00 

Total  Debt  — Bonds  and 

Notes  

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets — 

Water  

General  

Sewer  Investment  Fund 

147,796.99 

27,686.93 

120,767.58 

1,303,700.00 

296,251.50 

Net  Bonded  Debt 

Above  liabilities  that  are  out- 
side debt  limit — 

W^ater  

588,500.00 

403.000. 00 

100.000. 00 

1,007,448.50 

Sewer  

Revenue  Loans  

Less  Water  and  Sewer  Sink- 
ing Funds  

1,091,500.00 

268,564.57 

822,935.43 

Net  Debt  within  the  limit 184,513.07 


Borrowing  Capacity  Jan.  1, 

1917  • $357,150.96 

Borrowing  Capacity  Jan,  1, 

1916  316,877.83 

Borrowing  Capacity  Jan.  1, 

1915  267,701.20 

Net  increase  in  our  borrowing 

capacity  since  Jan.  1,  1915  89,449.76 

These  figures  are  submitted  not  as  boastful  claims  of  accomp- 
lishment, but  merely  as  evidence  that  we  have  striven  earnestly  to 
reduce  to  a minimum  the  current  expenditures  of  a growing  municipal- 
ity. We  realize  that  we  have  left  undone  many  things  that  ought  to 
have  been  done,  that  we  cannot  defer  much  longer  certain  needed 
improvements  that  will  involve  new  financial  obligations,  some  of 

which  will  require  time  to  meet  and  will  therefore  take  the  place  of 
those  already  met  or  being  reduced  annually. 
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I confess  to  facing  the  question  of  our  income  in  the  next  two 
rears  with  some  measure  of  concern  in  view  of  the  very  radical 
change  that  will  result  from  putting  into  effect  the  income  tax  legis- 
lation passed  by  the  General  Court  last  year. 

The  State  authorities  are  confident  that  ample  revenue  will  result 
from  the  enforcement  of  the  6%  income  tax  on  intangible  personal 
property  and  other  special  taxes,  and  we  need  not  be  disturbed  about 
the  results  for  the  year  1917,  as  we  are  assured  that  the  State  will 
return  to  us  whatever  amount  is  necessary  to  make  up  the  total  tax 
levied  on  personal  property  in  this  City  in  1915.  It  is  generally  ac- 
cepted that  our  local  personal  property  assessments  have  been  much 
larger  and  consequently  proportionately  nearer  the  actual  amounts 
held  here  in  personal  property,  both  tangible  and  intangible,  than  is 
the  case  in  most  Massachusetts  municipalities  of  our  size.  What  is 
to  be  feared  after  this  year  is  the  reflection  in  an  added  State  tax, 
of  the  shortage  of  returns  from  personal  property  which  the  Assessors 
locally,  and  elsewhere,  feel  is  bound  to  occur.  A concrete  illustra- 
tion of  what  is  involved  in  our  own  case  will  indicate  to  you  that 
there  is  sound  basis  for  this  belief. 

I he  amount  of  intangible  personal  property  assessed  locally  is 
approximately  $3,000,000,  which  with  a $20  tax  rate  yields  $60,000. 
This  is  practically  the  amount  which  the  State  will  have  to  return 
to  us  this  year  from  its  income  tax  receipts,  and  represents  six  per 
cent,  on  an  income  of  $1,000,000.  Such  an  income  requires  a prin- 
cipal of  $20,000,000  invested  at  5%.  In  other  words,  the  $3,000,000 
now  assessed  locally  must  increase  to  $20,000,000  unless  some  other 
communities  and  the  State  make  up  the  difference. 

Civic  Needs 

There  has  been  gratifying  evidence  of  real  interest  on  the  part 
of  some  of  our  public  spirited  citizens  in  suggestions  advanced  a year 
ago  as  to  some  of  our  civic  needs.  I am  already  assured  of  some  de- 
velopments during  the  current  year  that  will  indicate  that  an  appeal 
to  the  generosity  of  Attleboreans  is  never  made  without  results. 

A Municipal  Building  for  housing  the  city  offices  and  police  head- 
quarters is  highly  desirable,  and  the  question  of  a site  therefor,  which 
has  been  a subject  of  discussion  for  many  years,  is  again  raised  by 
the  recommendation  of  the  Planning  Board.  It  does  not  appeal  to 
me,  however,  as  a proposition  that  must  have  our  attention  this  year 
'vv'hen  we  have  so  many  other  needs  that  are  more  pressing. 

The  renewal  of  the  suggestion  that  a public  sanitary  be  built 
on  the  Common  merits  careful  consideration,  and  a start  at  least 
could  be  made  by  allowing  the  Planning  Board  a small  appropriation 
sufficient  to  procure  plans  and  specifications  for  such  a building. 

Other  recommendations  of  the  Planning  Board,  which  has  given 
much  time  and  thought  to  its  work,  deserve  more  than  passing  com- 
ment, but  may  be  taken  up  later  on. 

There  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  on  the  City  Ordinances  and 
I would  recommend  that  the  Municipal  Council  proceed  forthwith  to 
take  up  seriatim  the  old  town  by-laws,  repeal  such  as  are  inconsistent 
with  any  of  the  present  city  ordinances,  and  re-enact  into  city  ordin- 
ances such  as  it  may  be  deemed  wise  to  retain. 

At  this  time,  however,  it  appears  wise  to  sound  a note  of  caution 
against  over-legislation,  and  this  suggestion  is  made  with  a full  sense 
of  my  own  responsibility  in  this  matter,  as  I have  repeatedly  urged 
upon  your  honorable  body  the  necessity  of  providing  a comprehen- 
sive set  of  regulations  for  the  guidance  and  observance  of  our  city. 
We  must  avoid,  however,  any  tendency  to  make  our  enactments  too 
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profuse  or  too  restrictive,  either  upon  our  citizens  or  the  city  itself. 
We  must  recognize  that  there  is  a law  of  reason  as  well  as  a law 
of  fact  and  allow  for  the  intelligent  application  of  the  former  by  those 
charged  with  authority,  and  avoid  laying  down  such  hard  and  fast 
restrictions  that  no  opportunity  is  given  for  the  exercise  of  individual 
judgment. 

Your  attention  is  again  called  to  what  appears  to  be  much  needed 
action  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  city  of  Attleboro, — that 
is,  the  acceptance  of  the  Board  of  Survey  Act  passed  by  the  1916 
Legislature.  This  had  its  inception  in  this  city,  being  drafted  origin- 
ally as  a special  act  for  the  City  of  Attleboro,  and  it  appealed  to  the 
Committee  on  Cities  as  a desirable  piece  of  legislation  so  that  it  was 
re-drafted  and  mads  general  in  its  application  to  all  the  cities  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  discrimination  between  the  acceptance  of  the  Board  of  Sur- 
vey Act  and  the  oft-recommended  plan  of  a city  survey  should  be 
kept  clear  both  in  the  public  mind  and  in  our  own.  The  need  of  an 
accurate  survey  of  the  city  is  again  brought  to  your  attention  in 
the  report  of  the  Assessors,  and  is  most  heartily  seconded  by  me. 

You  will  note  from  the  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  during 
the  year  1916  eleven  claims  for  damages  were  made  against  the  city 
as  compared  with  three  in  1915,  indicating  a condition  that  would  ap- 
pear to  warrant  provision  by  your  honorable  body  for  a Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  July  30,  1917,  Attleboro  will  have  completed  thirty  years  of 
existence  since  the  division  from  North  Attleborough.  While  it  may 
not  be  the  time  for  invidious  and  exultant  comparisons,  it  would  seem 
a proper  occasion  for  notice,  and  I therefore  beg  to  suggest  that  some 
provision  be  made  by  the  city  for  recognition  of  this  anniversary, 
having  in  mind  nothing  elaborate,  but  some  simple  exercises  of  an 
historical  nature,  with  possibly  some  exhibit  of  our  industrial  develop- 
ment during  these  thirty  years. 


PUBLIC  WORKS 


Highways 

In  any  consideration  of  highway  construction  we  must  bear  in 
mind  that  practically  all  the  conceptions  of  proper  road  building  have 
been  radically  changed  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  due  to 
the  tremendous  wear  and  tear  to  which  our  roads  are  subjected  by 
present  methods  of  transportation. 

We  face  a constantly  growing  expense  for  the  cost  of  mere  main- 
tenance, leaving  aside  entirely  the  question  of  new  and  durable  con- 
struction, but  it  has  been  a policy  of  this  department  to  apply  some 
portion  of  the  funds  annually  appropriated  to  construction  that  pos- 
sesses some  degree  of  permanence,  and  experience  has  shown  that 
one  must  be  very  guarded  in  making  assertions  relative  to  the  per- 
manency of  present  road  construction,  except  of  the  most  expensive 
kind.  During  the  past  year  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  frequent 
patching,  approaching  almost  a patrol  service  on  some  of  our  main 
highways  in  the  center,  along  the  lines  suggested  in  my  address  to 
you  two  years  ago,  has  proven  effective  and  comparatively  inexpensive. 

Probably  the  most  important  and  certainly  the  most  expensive 
single  proposition  that  faces  us  during  the  coming  year  is  the  widen- 
ing of  Union  St.  and  the  permanent  paving  thereof.  We  are  already 
definitely  committed  to  this  needed  improvement  by  reason  of  our 
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having  obtained  a license  from  the  government  for  the  use  of  the 
necessary  land  on  the  new  postolfice  site,  and  the  question  of  financ- 
ing and  kind  of  construction  must  have  early  consideration.  An  ex- 
penditure is  involved  of  such  an  amount  as  to  warrant  our  extending 
the  payment  beyond  the  present  year,  but  only  for  a limited  term, 
not  less  than  three  years  nor  exceeding  five.  As  to  the  kind  of  pave- 
ment to  be  used,  I refer  you  to  a carefully  prepared  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Works  with  detailed  figures  and  recom- 
mendations. 

The  need  of  early  and  comprehensive  action  on  the  all-important 
question  of  proper  drainage  of  surface  water  is  again  emphasized. 
Following  my  suggestion  last  September  a committee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  the  Committee  on  Drains,  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  with  the  authority  to  investigate 
the  above  matter  and  report  recommendations  to  the  Council  within 
a year. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  whole  subject  will  be  before  your  honorable 
body  in  such  form  as  to  permit  of  a start  on  the  real  work  during  the 
current  year. 

Last  year  your  attention  was  called  to  our  probable  bridge  re- 
quirements, and  we  have  gone  through  the  year  1916  rather  shakily 
and  uncertainly,  almost  fearful  of  uncovering  suspected  conditions 
that  would  be  apparent  immediately  upon  any  attempt  to  make  re- 
pairs. Some  absolutely  necessary  patching  has  had  to  be  done,  but 
we  must,  for  the  safety  of  the  traveling  public,  undertake  some  re- 
construction work  on  our  highway  bridges  during  the  current  year. 
Concerning  this  the  Superintendent  makes  very  definite  recommen- 
dations, which  I shall  take  up  with  you  in  detail  later  on. 

I regret  that  you  were  not  disposed  to  accept  the  suggestion  Ad- 
vanced last  year  relative  to  establishing  a method  of  street  sprinkling 
or  dust  laying  assessment,  such  as  has  been  adopted  in  a very  con- 
siderable number  of  Massachusetts  municipalities, — placing  a com- 
paratively small  burden  upon  the  abutter  directly  benefited  and  upon 
the  street  railway  where  it  is  affected,  rather  than  depending  upon 
general  taxation  for  this  special  service,  from  which  a large  number 
of  property  owners  derive  no  particular  benefit.  It  is  a constantly 
growing  feature  of  our  highway  expense  requiring  $10,000,  last  year. 


Water  Department 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  last  Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
predicted  that  the  Water  Department  would  shortly  be  on  a self 
sustaining  basis,  and  this  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  The  present 
revenue  of  this  department  is  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  annual 
bond  and  interest  requirements  and  maintenance  expense,  although 
a considerable  portion  of  this  revenue  (over  $14,000)  is  the  result  of 
a bookkeeping  transaction  which  makes  a proper  charge  for  hydrant 
rental,  debited  to  the  Fire  Department  and  credited  to  the  Water 
Department. 

We  are  near  the  limit  of  the  amount  of  water  which  the  wells 
at  the  pumping  station  will  supply  and  manifestly  must  take  steps 
forthwith  to  provide  for  an  additional  supply,  available  at  that  point. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  surface  water;  indeed,  we  have  an  ample 
supply  both  at  Hoppin  Hill  Reservoir  and  at  Orr’s  Pond  which  can 
be  pumped  onto  the  filter  beds,  sufficient  to  care  for  expanding 
needs  for  some  years  to  come,  even  making  it  possible  for  us  to  take 
on  and  supply  additional  territory  like  Adamsdale,  for  instance,  if 
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any  formal  and  authoritative  request  from  that  quarter  should  meet 
with  favor  by  the  Legislature,  and  the  citizens  of  Attleboro  on  a 
referendum  vote. 

The  present  limit  of  our  water  supply  is  due  to  the  lack  of  infiltra- 
tion area  of  the  present  wells  and  to  relieve  the  situation  to  some 
extent  and  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  water  during  the  summer 
months  an  appropriation  for  resurfacing  the  beds  is  immediately 
necessary. 

I regard  as  highly  important  the  recommendation  of  the  Super- 
intendent that  extensions  be  made  on  Robinson  Ave.,  Brown  St.,  Men- 
don  Rd.  and  Leedham  St.,  reinforcing  the  supply  at  the  Home  Bleach 
& Dye  Works  and  the  Crown  Mill,  both  of  which  concerns  have 
built  large  additions  during  the  past  year,— indeed,  it  affords  an 
investment  that  will  bring  satisfactory  returns,  for  increased  water 
supply  and  fire  protection  means  much  to  the  development  of  that 
section  of  the  city.  An  evidence  of  the  possibilities  of  revenue  from 
this  quarter  is  indicated  by  a single  instance  where  as  a result  of 
the  use  of  Attleboro  water  by  one  of  the  concerns  there  during  the 
past  year,  we  are  getting  approximately  $1,400. 


Sewer  Department 

We  have  had  some  perplexing  questions  to  adjust  in  the  working 
out  of  the  plan  devised  for  assessing  the  cost  of  sewer  construc- 
tion, but  much  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  and  it 
would  seem  that  we  are  in  a fair  way  now  to  get  this  problem  solved 
so  that  little  difficulty  may  be  anticipated  in  the  future.  The  sewer 
system  itself  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  is  being  cared  for  efficiently 
at  an  unusually  low  cost.  This  expense,  however,  is  bound  to  in- 
crease as  the  years  go  on,  with  more  general  use  of  the  sewer  and 
the  collection  of  solid  matter  in  the  pipe  along  the  flat  grades. 


Police  Department 

There  was  some  suggestion  that  my  criticisms  of  this  depart- 
ment a year  ago  were  over-harsh;  indeed,  in  the  light  of  same  and 
in  view  of  certain  unfortunate  happenings  of  the  past  year,  the  query 
has  already  been  raised  as  to  my  present  estimate  of  this  department. 

It  is  a great  source  of  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  able  to  express 
my  belief  that  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  over  con- 
ditions existing  a year  ago,  for  at  that  time  affairs  in  this  depart- 
ment were  in  a somewhat  chaotic  state  due  to  a variety  of  causes. 
Real  progress,  however,  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  mat- 
ters of  supervision,  discipline  and  harmony  and  with  better  organiza- 
tion there  is  bound  to  come  increased  efficiency,  but  I still  believe 
that  there  is  needed  a little  more  vim  and  vigilance  tempered  with 
sane  exercise  of  judgment  and  reason  in  the  administration  of  police 
duties  and  there  is  well  grounded  basis  for  the  belief  that  here,  too, 
the  department  will  demonstrate  its,  possibilities. 

It  is  not  with  the  intent  of  casting  any  reflection  upon  the  present 
membership  of  the  police  force  that  I call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  a dearth  of  applicants  and  eligibles  therefor.  At 
no  time  within  the  past  two  years  has  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
been  able  to  establish  an  eligible  list  sufficient  for  the  filling  of  a 
single  vacancy,  as  the  appointing  officer  may  require  the  submission 
of  at  least  three  names  of  persons  eligible  for  any  position  under  the 
Civil  Service. 
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We  have  not  only  been  without  such  an  eligible  list  but  when 
authorized  to  make  provisional  appointments  at  discretion,  we  have 
been  confronted  with  a lack  of  applicants  which  has  not  permitted 
any  wide  range  of  choice. 

It  would  seem  that,  despite  the  risks  involved,  a police  appoint- 
ment here  should  be  more  attractive  than  appears  to  be  the  case. 
Security  of  wages  and  stability  of  employment  is  assured,  and  the 
pay  runs  from  $17.50  to  $19.25  per  week  for  regulars  every  week 
in  the  year,  one  day  off  in  thirty  and  two  weeks’  vacation  with  pay. 
If  the  Council  sees  fit  to  act  favorably  on  the  request  for  an  increase 
in  pay  in  this  department,  positions  therein  will  undoubtedly  be  sought 
more  eagerly. 

While  fully  appreciating  that  the  installation  of  a police  signal 
system,  as  recommended  by  the  chief  of  the  department,  would  make 
for  increased  efficiency  in  that  it  would  allow  needed  supervision 
and  contact  with  patrolmen  when  on  their  beats,  yet  the  expense 
involved  in  the  installation  of  such  a system  is  so  large  that  it  should 
be  deferred  to  such  time  as  it  can  become  a part  of  the  equipment 
of  a new  police  station. 


The  Liquor  Question 

It  has  been  Attleboro’s  boast  that  she  has  been  without  a licensed 
saloon  in  the  nearly  two  and  a quarter  centuries  of  her  existence. 

She  has  repeatedly  registered  her  preference  for  no-license,  and 
although  at  times  there  has  been  much  criticism  of  local  conditions, 
I venture  to  say  that  the  worst  possible  conditions  under  no  license 
are  preferable  to  the  best  possible  conditions  under  a high  license 
regime.  Such  a statement,  however,  is  not  offered  with  any  thought 
of  condoning  or  extenuating  any  failure  on  the  part  of  local  authori- 
ties to  enforce  the  law  against  the  sale  of  liquor,  alertly  and  aggres- 
sively. 

While  there  are  always  more  or  less  irresponsible  and  exaggerated 
statements  as  to  the  amount  of  “rum”  (as  many  are  pleased  to  call 
it)  being  illicitly  sold  within  our  limits,  there  has  been,  especially  of 
late,  cumulative  and  convincing  testimony  to  this  effect. 

Obviously,  it  is  not  possible  for  the  police  themselves  to  get  di- 
rect evidence,  as  those  who  are  obtaining  their  liquor  surreptitiously 
are  certainly  not  interested  in  shutting  off  their  source  of  supply,  and 
those  who  claim  positive  knowledge  as  to  conditions  and  have  made 
bitter  complaint  thereof,  absolutely  refuse  to  offer  testimony  in  court. 
Under  these  circumstances,  while  the  authorities  may  be  convinced 
that  more  than  a normal  amount  of  illicit  selling  of  liquor  is  taking 
place,  it  is  made  increasingly  difficult  to  get  evidence  that  is  satis- 
factory and  convincing  to  the  court. 

We  have  been  casting  about  here  for  months  in  the  endeavor  to 
get  the  desired  evidence  and  not  until  it  seemed  impossible  to  ob- 
tain it  otherwise,  have  we  resorted  to  outside  means.  How  far  re- 
sults obtained  will  affect  conditigns  in  the  future  cannot  be  stated 
at  this  writing,  but  it  may  be  accepted  as  a policy  of  this  administra- 
tion, after  having  been  unsuccessful  in  enlisting  local  assistance,  to 
pursue  vigorously  by  any  legal  means  possible  the  path  w^e  have  now 
set  out  upon  with  a view  to  eliminating  to  the  lowest  possible  degree 
the  illegal  sale  of  liquor  in  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

There  is  another  condition  existing  here  in  connection  with  this 
particular  question  that  has  frequently  been  the  subject  of  much 
comment  and  criticism, — I refer  to  the  facilities  of  certain  of  our 
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local  clubs  for  the  supplying  of  liquid  refreshment  to  their  members 
by  means  of  a federal  license  and  the  so-called  “locker  system.” 

It  appears  from  decisions  elsewhere  that  such  use  of  liquor  under 
proper  restrictions  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  local  authorities.  I 
have  no  patience  with  the  suggestion  that  there  is  a class  distinction 
in  this  particular  method  of  obtaining  liquor, — that  the  man  on  the 
street  is  just  as  much  entitled  to  obtain  his  liquor  from  the  drug 
store,  the  “speak  easy,”  or  the  “boot  logger,”  as  the  man  at  his 
club.  If  we  are  prepared  to  admit,  as  I believe  we  all  are,  that  it  is 
wise  to  restrict  the  sale  of  liquor,  we  are  justified  in  making  every 
legitimate  effort  to  keep  it  from  every  group  of  our  citizens  and  the 
fact  that  we  may  be  more  or  less  successful  in  keeping  it  from  one 
group  should  not  be  made  the  basis  of  reproach  but  should  offer  en- 
couragement to  the  belief  that  eventually  a way  will  be  found  to 
regulate  its  sale  and  consumption  among  other  groups. 

So  far  as  the  local  clubs  are  concerned,  permit  me  to  state  at 
this  time,  not  as  a threat  but  merely  as  a matter  of  prophecy,  offered 
in  the  light  of  present  day  conditions,  that: — first,  unless  there  is  a 
more  strict  adherence  to  the  real  intent  of  the  so-called  “locker  sys- 
tem” and  a correction  of  the  farcical  administration  of  it  that  pre- 
vails very  largely  at  present,  vigorous  handling  that  will  adequately 
cope  with  the  situation  will  inevitably  result;  secondly,  that  public 
sentiment,  both  outside  and  inside  these  organizations — and  I use  the 
word  “inside”  advisedly — will  operate  to  do  away  with  this  subter- 
fuge for  avoidance  of  laws  made  and  believed  in  by  a great  majority 
of  the  community. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  by  some  forward-looking  men  who 
have  the  welfare  of  our  youth  at  heart,  that  the  time  is  ripe  and 
they  are  ready  to  support  a club  of  such  a character  and  conducted 
in  such  a manner  as  would  appeal  to  a very  considerable  number  of 
young  men  who  naturally  desire  some  kind  of  club  affiliations  but 
want  them  of  the  right  sort.  It  is  quite  probable  that  this  suggestion 
may  bear  fruit  within  the  near  future. 


Fire  Department 

It  is  refreshing  to  meet  with  an  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  year 
1917  that  does  not  exceed  those  provided  for  1916  and  such  is  the 
report  from  the  Board  of  Fire  Engineers. 

They  very  properly  renew  their  recommendation  of  a year  ago 
for  a triple  combination,  and  again  I am  hopeful  that  some  means 
may  be  found  during  the  current  year  whereby  this  well-nigh  indis- 
pensable piece  of  apparatus  may  be  procured. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  motorization  of  the  de- 
partment by  the  reconstruction  of  the  combination  hose  and  chemical 
wagon  in  the  Union  St.  house  with  a motor  chassis,  so  that  our 
present  horse  drawn  apparatus  is  now  reduced  to  three  pieces, — a 
hose  wagon  at  South  Main  St.,  and  ladder  trucks  at  Union  St.  and 
South  Attleboro. 


School  Department  * 

Although  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  all  sympathize  keenly  with 
the  reasonable  request  of  our  teachers  for  an  advance  in  the  maximum 
salaries  paid  by  our  School  Department  in  the  various  grades,  yet 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  high  cost  of  living  is  re- 
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fleeted  in  our  municipal  expenses  at  the  present  time  and  that  the 
taxpayer,  already  burdened,  must  also  be  considered  when  this  ques- 
tion is  brought  up. 

The  vicious  circle  operates  here  in  a manner  that  is  going  to 
make  it  very  difficult  and  embarrassing  to  prepare  the  budget  for 
the  current  year.  Salary  advances  in  one  department  will  inevitably 
result  in  as  just  and  reasonable  demands  of  a similar  nature  from 
other  departments,  and  ours  is  the  responsibility  of  adjusting  these 
claims  and  those  of  the  taxpayers,  on  a basis  that  will  be  equitable 
to  all  concerned. 

The  finishing  of  the  remaining  room  at  Tiffany  School,  which 
was  deferred  last  year,  should  now  be  provided  for  in  order  to  pre- 
vent over-crowding  and  assure  proper  educational  facilities  for  the 
children  of  the  lower  grades  in  that  section  of  the  city. 

The  recent  response  to  the  announcement  of  the  opening  of  the 
Evening  Industrial  School  was  very  gratifying  and  if  the  interest  is 
sustained,  will  be  an  encouragement  to  the  school  authorities  to  en- 
large the  facilities  and  scope  of  this  work.  It  is  an  especially  season- 
able time,  with  skilled  labor  so  scarce,  for  employes  in  our  local 
factories  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  for  practical  instruc- 
tion and  advancement  afforded  by  this  branch  of  our  school  system. 
I am  sure  that  many  more  who  are  at  present  occupying  subordinate 
positions  and  are  comparatively  unskilled,  if  they  could  be  made  to 
realize  what  a real  opportunity  is  offered  here,  would  enter  these 
classes  without  delay.  The  Superintendent  of  Schools  has  pointed 
out  that  it  is  especially  desirable  at  this  time  to  train  men  for  jewelry 
work,  not  with  the  idea  that  these  classes  will  make  finished  work- 
men in  the  short  time  they  are  in  session,  but  they  will  give  beginners 
a chance  to  get  started,  and  make  good  workmen  better. 


Charity  Department 

Improved  business  conditions  during  the  past  year  have  not  re- 
sulted in  the  anticipated  reduction  in  demands  upon  this  department, 
for  while  many  families  who  needed  aid  in  1915  have  been  able  to 
place  themselves  on  a self-sustaining  basis  in  the  past  year,  there 
has  been  a noticeable  increase  in  the  calls  from  other  directions, 
principally  under  the  Mothers’  Aid  Act,  a result  in  some  instances 
of  the  death  of  the  head  of  the  family,  and  in  others  of  desertion, 
a despicable  trick  which  seems  to  have  been  fostered  and  encour- 
aged by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Police  activitiy  has  resulted,  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  district  court,  in  bringing  some  of  these  repro- 
bates back  to  a realizing  sense  of  their  responsibilities,  but  some 
have  been  successful  so  far  in  eluding  search.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
both  the  Charity  and  Poliefe  Departments  to  keep  after  such  individuals 
and  prosecute  them  to  the  limit. 

Although  it  seemed  likely  a year  ago  that  we  w'ould  have  to  meet 
the  need  for  added  room  at  the  City  Home,  after  a thorough  investi- 
gation, which  you  will  recall,  by  the  Municipal  Council  with  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  defer  any  action  until  fall 
with  the  hope  that  improved  business  conditions  might  result  in 
fewer  applications  for  room  at  the  Home.  Such,  happily,  has  proved 
to  be  the  case,  but  you  will  note  from  the  Overseers’  report  that  there 
is  little  to  spare,  only  one  room  being  unoccupied  at  the  present  time 
and  that  the  addition  in  all  probability  cannot  be  deferred  much 
longer. 
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The  report  from  this  department,  noting  as  it  does  certain  ten- 
dencies and  requirements  in  the  administration  of  charity  as  it  is 
carried  on  in  this  city,  is  worthy  of  your  careful  perusal. 

I cannot  let  pass  the  opportunity  to  commend  to  our  citizens  the 
faithful  and  efficient  services  of  Mr.  Nelson  Hagar,  Superintendent 
of  the  City  Home.  He  and  his  assistants  are  constantly  doing  all  that 
they  can  to  make  the  place  clean  and  attractive  for  those  unfortunates 
who  are  compelled  to  rely  upon  the  City  for  habitation  and  sustenance 
during  their  declining  years. 

The  impression  of  comfort  and  evidences  of  neatness  that  charac- 
terize the  home,  together  with  Mr.  Hagar’s  happy  faculty  of  handling 
difficult  cases,  call  forth  favorable  comment  from  all  who  may  have 
occasion  to  visit  the  place,  officially  or  otherwise. 

The  helpful  assistance  of  the  Associated  Charities  under  the  ef- 
ficient supervision  of  Miss  Margaret  Todd,  is  appreciated  by  this  de- 
partment and  should  commend  itself  to  all  our  people. 

Health  Department 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  comprehensive  reports  of  vital 
interest  to  every  one  of  our  inhabitants  is  the  record  of  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  health  department  during  the  past  year. 
Too  much  emphasis  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  value  of  inspection  of 
milk  and  food  products  that  has  been  carefully  made  with  an  equip- 
ment that  is  far  from  adequate.  Proper  laboratory  facilities  are  a 
pressing  need  of  this  department,  and  I am  hopeful  that  we  may  be 
able  to  include  the  necessary  funds  in  this  year’s  budget. 

Despite  the  complaints  that  have  emanated  from  some  quarters, 
prosecution  of  violators  of  health  laws  is  not  persecution.  The  ex- 
ercise of  good  business  sense  must  make  it  clear  to  every  purveyor 
of  food  products  that  expert  unbiased  evidence  of  cleanliness  is  a 
valuable  business  asset,  and  that  attempts  to  conform  to  the  stand- 
ards established  by  the  health  authorities  mean  larger  and  more 
profitable  returns,  for  the  public  will  not  hesitate  to  pay  a fair  price 
for  clean  milk,  but  it  will  very  properly  refuse  to  patronize  those 
who  fail  to  comply  with  the  reasonable  demand  that  they  bring  their 
plant  and  product  up  to  standard. 

Fortunately  in  a year  when  many  places  in  the  Commonwealth 
were  visited  by  the  terrible  scourge  of  infantile  paralysis  we  were 
practically  free  therefrom;  indeed,  there  have  been  no  real  epidemics 
of  moment  throughout  the  year,  and  for  this  condition  we  are  in- 
debted not  only  to  the  Health  Department,  but  to  the  other  agencies 
that  are  helpfully  co-operating,  like  the  School  Physician,  District  and 
School  Nurses,  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society,  Associated  Charities  and 
Dental  Clinic. 

Public  Library 

While  the  total  circulation  of  books  from  the  Public  Library 
during  the  past  year  fell  below  that  of  1915,  manifestly  due  to  in- 
creased employment,  yet  there  has  been  a development  in  activities 
along  other  lines  in  this  department  that  have  increased  its  efficiency 
and  value  to  the  public. 

There  has  been  closer  and  more  sympathetic  work  with  the 
schools,  distribution  of  books  through  the  Dodgeville  Social  Center 
and  special  features  like  the  Christmas  Exhibit. 

There  will  be  an  added  and  much  desired  element  in  the  near 
future  in  a special  room  in  the  Library  building  set  aside  and  equipped 
for  children,  with  a trained  attendant  in  charge. 
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Attleborough  Hospital 

Those  who  have  had  experience  with  the  service  at  the  Hospital 
are  henceforth  counted  among  its  warm  friends  and  supporters  but 
it  should  not  require  that  one  be  ill  or  injured  to  draw  attention  to 
the  efficient  work  this  institution  is  doing  in  our  community.  The 
public  at  large  should  manifest  its  appreciation  of  the  generosity  of 
the  original  donors  and  those  agencies  that  are  now  making  possible 
the  conduct  of  the  hospital  along  its  present  efficient  lines. 

The  income  from  the  invested  funds  is  far  from  adequate  for 
the  annual  needs,  the  number  of  free  beds  supported  is  all  too  few; 
indeed,  all  the  present  sources  of  revenue  fall  considerably  short  of 
requirements. 

The  helpful  assistance  of  the  Hospital  Aid  Association  and  other 
organizations  and  individuals  can  fortunately  be  counted  upon  each 
year,  but  the  public  could  have  a larger  part  in  this  work  if  more 
would  see  fit  to  join  the  corporation.  This  requires  the  payment  of 
$10  per  year  and  there  ought  to  be  at  least  five  hundred  in  this  city 
who  are  not  only  able,  but  glad  and  willing  to  assist  in  this  way. 
The  present  membership  is  absurdly  low,  and  I am  hopeful  that  the 
suggestion  here  advanced  will  bear  fruit  in  the  shape  of  a largely 
increased  membership  at  an  early  date. 

The  city  at  present  makes  no  contribution  to  the  expense  of  the 
Hospital  except  for  the  insurance  and  water  wates.  On  the  other 
hand  the  Hospital  is  subjected  to  no  inconsiderable  expense  as  the 
result  of  having  to  care  for  emergency  or  accident  cases  brought  in 
by  the  police. 

Neither  the  police  nor  the  charity  department  have  any  funds 
available  for  meeting  the  expense  of  accident  cases  where  the  indi- 
viduals concerned  are  unable  to  do  so  or  are  irresponsible,  as  is  fre- 
quently the  case  of  the  outsider. 

These  should  not  be  charged  to  any  particular  department  but 
ought  to  be  handled  in  the  same  manner  as  by  other  municipalities 
of  the  Commonwealth;  that  is,  an  annual  appropriation  made  direct 
to  the  hospital, — say  not  to  exceed  $1,000. 

Recreation. 

As  the  years  go  on  Capron  Park  grows  in  interest  and  attractive- 
ness to  our  people,  and  we  appreciate  the  more  the  generosity  of  the 
donors  as  well  as  the  painstaking  and  fruitful  efforts  of  those  charged 
with  the  administration  of  this  department. 

The  minimum  appropriation  by  the  city  has  been  used  judiciously 
in  the  last  year  as  always,  but  private  subscriptions  have  provided 
for  the  construction  of  an  adequate  and  up-to-date  wading  pool  which 
should  prove  an  advantage  to  the  children  when  opened  next  sum- 
mer, and  for  the  laying  out  of  a much  needed  ball  field  and  recreation 
ground. 

The  East  Side  Playground  has  been  maintained  at  the  same  loca- 
tion and  under  the  same  conditions  as  last  year, — the  City  merely 
paying  the  owners  of  the  land  a rental  equivalent  to  the  amount  of 
taxes  thereon. 

I am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Planning 
Board  and  renew  my  suggestion  of  a year  ago  that  something  be  done 
by  the  City  to  acquire,  either  by  purchase  or  by  gift,  a permanent 
location  for  a playground  on  the  east  side  of  the  city. 

Both  playgrounds,  Capron  Park  and  the  East  Side,  were  con- 
ducted last  summer  wth  very  satisfactory  results.  Some  complaints 
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of  the  noise  that  is  bound  to  arise  at  the  gathering  of  any  consider- 
able group  of  children  is  inevitable,  but  you  have  only  to  discontinue 
one  of  these  playgrounds  to  meet  with  a storm  of  protest,  not  merely 
from  the  children,  but  from  parents  and  interested  observers  of  the 
work. 

How  quickly  children  wherever  located  take  advantage  of  any 
opportunity  that  is  offered  them  for  healthful  play,  has  been  demons- 
trated by  the  use  of  the  small,  almost  rude,  equipment  that  was 
placed  for  the  first  time  this  year  at  the  Finberg  Playground  at  the 
corner  of  Park  and  Bishop  Streets, — the  first  time  that  any  real  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  even  recognize,  however  inadequately,  the 
generosity  of  the  giver  and  the  possibilities  of  the  site. 

A permanent  well-equipped  athletic  field  for  the  use  of  our  city 
and  school  teams  in  the  various  branches  of  out-door  sport  has  long 
been  desired,  so  I am  confident  that  the  assurance  that  I bring  you 
tonight  that  such  a field  has  been  procured,  will  be  hailed  with  satis- 
faction on  all  sides. 

Announcement  as  to  its  location  and  details  regarding  its  equip- 
ment and  conditions  of  its  use,  await  only  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject by  the  Council  in  a manner  which  will  be  suggested  at  an  early 
date. 

One  might  be  disposed  at  first  thought  to  question  a classification 
that  places  the  Dodgeville  Social  Center  among  the  recreative  fea- 
tures of  our  community  life  but  to  those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
work  that  is  going  on  in  that  section,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
improved  social  opportunities  afforded  the  residents  mean  recrea- 
tion for  them  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word. 

This  mqvement  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
women’s  clubs  of  the  city  and  represents  loyal  and  disinterested  ser- 
vice on  the  part  of  a number  of  men  and  women,  with  an  appreciative 
response  from  those  they  are  endeavoring  to  help. 


Industrial  Situation 

An  unusual  and  remarkable  condition  has  prevailed  for  a large 
portion  of  the  last  year  in  our  local  industrial  situation.  We  have 
been  faced  with  a shortage  of  help  of  all  kinds, — both  skilled  and 
unskilled, — whether  calling  for  the  highest  exercise  of  mechanical 
ability  and  ingenuity  or  manual  labor  on  the  highway. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  we  have  been  on  the  up  grade  in  our  pro- 
duction of  jewelry  and  other  lines,  some  showing  a marked  increase 
ever  since  the  low  point  of  nearly  two  years  ago.  It  is  true  that  we 
are  not  yet  up  to  normal  in  many  respects,  and  that  increasing  cost 
of  all  the  elements  entering  into  production  have  seriously  affected 
profits,  and  that  the  manufacturing  jewelry  business  in  particular  is 
going  to  demand  a higher  degree  of  efficiency  in  administration  than 
ever  before, — the  practice  of  more  rigid  business  economies  , and  care- 
ful scrutiny  of  costs  and  credits. 

It  is  naturally  not  reassuring  to  hear  of  concerns  going  out  of 
business,  but  here  too  there  has  been  a tendency  to  magnify  the  re- 
sults of  such  action  and  to  ignore  what  must  be  obvious  to  any- 
one giving  reasonable  consideration  to  such  matters;  namely,  that 
all  the  volume  and  value  of  the  business  of  these  concerns  is  not 
lost  to  Attleboro.  Much  of  their  former  business  is  taken  on  by  other 
concerns  in  similar  lines,  and  as  a consequence,  most,  if  not  all,  of 
their  employees  find  local  positions. 

I have  repeatedly  emphasized,  and  call  it  to  your  attention  again 
on  this  occasion,  as  worthy  of  especial  note,  the  industrial  develop- 
ment in  the  southern  part  of  the  city  because  it  is  so  little  known 
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and  so  little  appreciated  as  a business  asset  to  the  city.  Its  growth 
is  reflected  in  the  encouraging  report  of  the  Building  Inspector, 
showing  considerably  more  than  double  the  amount  of  new  construc- 
tion for  1916  as  compared  with  1915,  and  also  in  the  increased  assess- 
ments possible  that  bring  in  to  the  city  a substantial  amount  of  taxes. 

We  have  endeavored  during  the  past  year  to  show  in  some  meas- 
ure our  appreciation  of  what  this  section  of  the  city  means  to  us  by 
doing  some  much  needed  highway  work  in  that  vicinity,  and,  in  re- 
turn have  had  gratifying  evidence  that  there  is  a disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  concerns  located  there  to  identify  their  business  more 
closely  with  Attleboro  than  it  has  been,  and  to  encourage  the  de- 
velopment of  real  estate  in  that  locality. 

Obviously,  it  has  not  been  a year  when  there  has  been  much 
opportunity  or  encouragement  for  the  consideration  of  new  industries, 
yet,  despite  this,  a machine  shop  for  the  making  of  small  tools  is 
just  starting  in  a modest  way  with  encouraging  possibilities  of  de- 
velopment, and  has  been  financed  largely  through  the  local  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

It  is  not  to  be  assumed  because  I have  not  specifically  referred 
to  some  of  the  work  that  is  being  performed  in  other  branches  of 
the  City’s  service  that  any  reflection  is  intended  upon  the  character 
of  the  work  being  performed  or  that  there  is  any  intent  in  mind  to 
minimize  its  importance. 

The  detailed  reports  from  every  department  will  repay  the  time 
spent  in  their  careful  perusal  by  every  member  of  this  Council  and 
every  citizen  interested  in  the  conduct  of  our  city  government.  They 
will  all  appear  in  the  bound  volume  of  annual  reports,  which  will  be 
issued  shortly,  and  for  which  there  should  be  a greater  demand  than 
has  been  evidenced  since  we  discontinued  our  town  meetings  where 
they  used  to  be  distributed  to  each  voter  as  he  left  the  hall,  and 
must  have  been  useful  merely  for  kindling  fires  rather  than  for  inter- 
esting reading,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  lack  of  demand  for  these 
reports  in  recent  years.  * 

My  two  years’  association  with  those  employed  in  the  public 
service  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  in  whatever  capacity,  has  convinced 
me  that  our  taxpayers  are  being  rendered  service  that  in  efficiency 
and  faithfulness  is  well  above  the  average  in  American  municipalities, 
and  once  more  I am  glad  of  the  opportunity,  thus  presented,  to  pub- 
licly acknowledge  my  personal  appreciation  of  the  kindly  and  helpful 
support  and  co-operation  that  has  been  a feature  of  all  my  relations 
with  my  associates  in  the  city  government. 

Again,  to  you,  members  of  the  Municipal  Council,  I extend  felicita- 
tions and  appreciative  thanks  for  your  ready  and  cordial  co-operation. 

Happily,  your  ranks  have  not  been  decimated  by  carnage  at  the 
polls,  but  I welcome  the  new  member  or  members, — as  the  case  may 
be, — with  confidence  that  we  shall  be  able  to  go  forward  with  the 
same  harmonious  spirit  of  co-operation  that  has  characterized  our 
relations  during  the  two  years  that  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to 
serve  with  most  of  you. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

Once  more  we  accept  our  responsibilities  with  a profound  sense 
of  the  obligations  resting  upon  us,  an  appreciation  of  your  manifest 
good-will  and  a determination  to  justify  still  further  your  faith  in  us. 
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Let  me  remind  you,  however,  that  this  is  not  a one-sided  con- 
tract,— no  employer  having  set  his  workmen  to  the  task  has  forth- 
with discharged  his  obligations, — the  proper  and  efficient  consumma- 
tion of  the  work  requires  that  he  manifest  an  intelligent  and  active 
interest  in  its  progress.  And  so  it  is  with  you,  my  friends,  your  gov- 
ernment here  in  this  good  city  of  ours  will  be  a reflection  on  the 
wishes  and  purposes  of  the  majority,  just  so  long  as  that  majority 
expresses  itself  and  interests  itself  actively  and  persistently  in  all 
matters  that  concern  the  public  business  and  public  welfare. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  provision  of  the  Charter  requiring 
that  the  Council  sit  with  open  doors,  thus  giving  an  opportunity  for 
interested  citizens — you  should  all  come  under  that  category — from 
time  to  time  to  observe  how  the  business  of  the  city  is  being  con- 
ducted and  what  legislation  is  being  considered  and  passed. 

I can  assure  you  from  quite  regular  attendance  at  the  sessions 
of  the  past  two  years  that  these  meetings  are  not  always  deadly  dull 
with  routine,  but  are  enlivened  frequently  with  discussion  and  argu- 
ment that  is  both  interesting  and  instructive,  so  that  the  Council 
Chamber  should  be  graced  with  the  presence  of  more  than  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Works,  City  Messenger  and  newspaper  reporters 
as  spectators  on  those  evenings  when  the  legislative  branch  of  your 
city  government  is  sitting. 

We  are  prepared  to  do  our  part, — will  you  not  encourage  us  still 
more  than  you  have  done  already  by  manifesting  a larger  and  more 
sustained  interest  in  the  public  business? 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  City 
of  Attleboro,  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1916,  together  with  a state- 
ment showing  the  amount  which  the  city  is  within  the  debt  limit,  a 
classified  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  amount  of  interest  and  debt 
to  be  paid  in  1917. 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1916: 

Revenue  $14,852.30 

Non-Revenue  5.56 


$14,857.86 

Revenue  Receipts  $975,532.08 


$990,389.94 

Revenue  Paj^ments  $966,702.60 

Non-Revenue  Payments  5.56 


$966,708.16 

Cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1916 23,681.78 


$990,389.94 

Debt  Statement. 

$1,417,500.00 
400,000.00 

6,000.00 


$1,823,500.00 

519,800.00 


Gross  City  Debt,  Jan.  1,  1916... 
Tax  Notes  issued  during  the  year 
Rifle  Range  Notes  issued  during 
year  -. . . 


Paid  on  above  debt  during  the 
year  


Gross  City  Debt,  Jan.  1,  1917. . . . 
Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets:  — 

Water  Department  

General  Department  

Sewer  Assessment  Investment 
Fund  


$1,303,700.00 

$147,796.99 

27,686.93 

120,767.58 


$296,251.50 


Net  City  Debt,  Jan.  1,  1917... 


$1,007,448.50 
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The  total  Debt  is  as  follows;  — 


Water  Bonds: 

4%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1919 $20,000.00 

SY2%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1921...  20,000.00 

31/2%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1921 10,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1922 25,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1923 35,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1924 40,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1926 25,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1927 10,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1928 13,000.00 

SV2%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1929 15,000.00 

SV2%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1930.  . . . 12,000.00 

3V2%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1932 30,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1933 30,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1934 20,000.00 

3Y2%  Bonds  due  Mar.  1,  1935...  100,000.00 

3Y2%  Bonds  due  Nov.  1,  1935...  50,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1917-1934  36,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1917-1930  17,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1918-1919  3,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1917-1941  77,500.00 


Sewer  Bonds: 
4%  Bonds  due 
4%  Bonds  due 
4%  Bonds  due 


July  1.  1917-1940  $158,000.00 
July  1,  1917-1942  165,000.00 

Oct.  1,  1917-1941  80,000.00 


$588,500.00 


$403,000.00 

0^/^%  School  House  Bonds  due 

Nov.  1,  1920 $30,000.00 

4%  Fire  Engine  Station  Bonds 

due  May  1,  1917-1920 $15,200.00 

4%  High  School  Building  Bonds 

due  Aug.  1,  1917-1932 $139,000.00 

Time  Notes: 

Bliss  School  House,  4%  due  JJlay 

1,  1917-1919  -$15,000.00 

Tiffany  School  House,  4%  due 

May  1,  1917-1918 10,000.00 

Rifle  Range,  4%  due  Nov.  1,  1917  3,000.00 


$28,000.00 

Tax  Notes: 

Notes  dated  Sept.  18,  1916,  and 
due  Mar.  18,  1917,  discount- 
ed at  3.28% $50,000.00 

Notes  dated  Dec.  18,  1916,  and 
due  Aug.  18,  1917,  discount- 
ed at  3.73% 50,000.00 


$100,000.00 


$1,303,700.00 


$296,251.50 


Less  Sinking  Funds 
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Amount  of  debt  authorized  by  Special  Laws 
and  not  subject  to  the  debt  limitations. 


Water  Bonds  $588,500.00 

Sewer  Bonds  403,000.00 

Anticipation  of  tax  notes 100,000.00 


$1,091,500.00 

Less  Water  Sinking  Fund  and 
Sewer  Assessment  Invest- 
ment Fund  $268,564.57 


$822,935.43 


Net  debt,  subject  to  debt  limita- 
tions   $184,513.07 

Debt  limit,  (2i/^%  of  the  average 
valuation  for  the  past  three 

years)  $541,664.03 

Borrowing  capacity  Jan.  1,  1917  $357,150.96 


Classified  statement  of  debt  and  amount  to  be  paid  on 


debt  and  interest  during  the  year  1917. 


Amount  Jan.  1, 1917 

Principal 

Interest 

Water  Bonds  

. . $588,500.00 

$11,000.00 

$22,175.00 

Sewer  Bonds  

403,000.00 

18,000.00 

15,840.00 

School  House  Bonds 

30,000.00 

1,050.00 

High  School  Building  Loan 

139,000.00 

9,000.00 

5,560.00 

Fire  Engine  Station  Bonds 
Time  Notes: 

15,200.00 

3,800.00 

532.00 

Bliss  School  House 

$15,000.00 

$5,000.00 

$500.00 

Tiffanv  School  House... 

10,000.00 

5,000.00 

300.00 

Rifle  Range  

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

120.00 

Tax  Notes  

. . $100,000.00 

$100,000.00 

Discounted 

$1,303,700.00 

$154,800.00 

$46,077.00 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Treasurer. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  Deborah  Starkey  Fund: 


Balance  in  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1916...  $1,012.50 

Received  Interest  from  Jan.  1, 

1916,  to  Oct.  1,  1916 . 40.88 


$1,053.38 

Balance  in  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1917,  on 
deposit  in  Attleborough  Sav- 
ings Bank: 

Principal $1,000.00 

Income  53.38 


$1,053.38 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK. 

Treasurer. 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  and  General  Loan  Sinking  Fund  of 
the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  1916,  together  with  a table  show- 
ing investments  held  by  the  same. 

WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 

Cash  Account. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1916 

Interest  and  Income  Earned.... 

City  of  Attleboro: 

Water  Bonds  paid  July  1,  1916  $2,000.00 

Note  payable  May  24,  1916 3,600.00 


5,600.00 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  certificate 

of  Deposit  at  4% 11,000.00 

Mortgage  notes  paid 1,400.00 

Yearly  appropriation  for  Sinking 

Fund  10,000.00 

$34,518.81 


$387.47 


$6,518.81 


Disbursements. 


City  Treasurer  of  Attleboro,  note 
dated  Apr.  4,  1916,  and  due 

May  24,  1916,  at  4% 

Accrued  Interest  on  Securities 

purchased  

Loans  on  Mortgage  Notes, 
(transferred  from  General 
Loan  and  Sewer  Assessment 

Funds)  

Expenses  of  Real  Estate  owned 
under  Foreclosure — 


Insurance  $20.00 

Legal  51.51 

Repairs  548.98 


$3,600.00 

213.80 


17,300.00 


$620.49 


$34,906.28 


$21,734.29 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1.  1917 $13,171.^9 

$34,906.28 


Investment  Account. 
Sinking  Fund  Investments,  Jan. 


1,  1916,  Bonds  and  Notes...  $63,000.00 

Real  Estate  Mortgages 57,725.00 

Certificate  of  Deposit 11,000.00 


$131,725.00 
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Investments  made  during  the 
year: 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note...  $3,600.00 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages 

on  Real  Estate 17,300.00 


Notes,  etc.,  held  by  Sinking 
Fund  as  Investments,  paid 
during  the  year: 

Certificate  of  Deposit $11,000.00 


Notes  , 1,400.00 

City  of  Attleboro  Water  Bonds 

due  July  1,  1916 2,000.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note.  . . . 3,600.00 


$18,000.00 

Mortgage  Notes  and  the  value 
of  Real  Estate  held  under 

foreclosure  sale  $17,000.00 


Real  Estate  owned  under  fore- 
closure   

Jan.  1,  1917,  Total  of  Invest- 
ments in  Fund 

Jan.  1,  1917,  Cash  on  hand 

Jan.  1,  1917,  Value  of  Sinking 
Fund  


$20,900.00 

$152,625.00 


$35,000.00 

$117,625.00 

$17,000.00 

$134,625.00 

13,171.99 

$147,796.99 


INVESTMENTS  HELD  BY  THE  WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND,  JAN.  1,  1917. 
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Mortgage  notes  and  the  value  of  real  estate  held  under  foreclosure  sale  17,000.00 
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GENERAL  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 
CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 


Cash  on  Hand,  Jan.  1,  1916 $3,811.70 

Interest  and  Income  earned....  $2,418.59 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  certificate 

of  deposit  at  4% 4,000.00 

Yearly  Appropriation  for  Sink- 
ing Fund  200.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  note  pay- 
able May  24,  1916 4,700.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  Highway 

Bonds  due  June  1,  1916....  5,000.00 

Mortgage  notes  transferred: 

Water  Sinking  Fund $14,500.00 

Sewer  Investment  Assessment 
Fund  11,575.00 


$42,393.59 


Disbursements. 


Loan  on  Mortgage  note  dated 

Aug.  7,  1916,  at  5% $650.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  note  dated 
Apr.  4,  1916,  and  due  May  - 

24,  1916,  at  4% 4,700.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  amount  to  be 
applied  to  payment  of  High- 
way Bonds  due  June  1,  1916  40,000.00 

Accrued  interest  on  securities 

purchased 68.36 


$46,205.29 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917 


$45,418.36 

$786.93 


INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Sinking  Fund  Investments,  Jan. 


1,  1916: 

Bonds  $31,000.00 

Real  Estate  Mortgages 26,325.00 

Certificate  of  Deposit 4,000.00 


Investments  made  during  the 
year: 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages 

on  Real  Estate  at  5% $650.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  note  dated 
Apr.  4,  1916,  and  due  May 

24,  1916  4,700.00 


$46,205.29 


$61,325.00 


$5,350.00 


$66,675.00 
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Notes,  etc.,  held  by  Sinking 
Fund  as  Investments,  paid 
during  the  year: 

Certificate  of  Deposit 

Notes  transferred  to: 

Water  Sinking  Fund 

Sewer  Assessment  Invest- 
ment Fund  

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note. . . , 
City  of  Attleboro,  Highway 
Bonds  


Total  of  Investments  in  Fund, 

Jan.  1,  1917 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1917 


$4,000.00 

14.500.00 

11.575.00 
4,700.00 

5,000.00 


$39,775.00 


$26,900.00 

$786.93 


$27,686.93 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  1916,  together  with  a table  showing  the  investments  held 
by  the  same. 


SEWER  ASSESSMENT  INVESTMENT  FUND. 
CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916 $10,977.25 

Interest  and  Income  earned $5,121.19 

Sewer  Assessments 18,758.28 

Notes  of  City  of  Attleboro  pay- 
able May  24,  1916 11,000.00 

Mortgage  notes  transferred  to 

Water  Sinking  Fund ' 2,800.00 


Disbursements. 


Securities  purchased  during  the 

year  $14,575.00 

Accrued  interest  on  securities 

purchased  during  the  year..  81.19 

City  of  Attleboro,  note  dated 
Apr.  4,  1916,  and  due  May 

24,  1916,  at  4% 11,000.00 

Amount  applied  to  payment  of 

Sewer  Bonds  due  in  1916..  9,000.00 

Amount  applied  to  payment  of 
interest  on  Sewer  Bonds  for 

the  year  3,000.00 

Prepaid  interest  on  notes  trans- 
ferred to  Water  Sinking 

Fund  4.75 

Expenses  incurred  in  purchase 

of  securities  3.20 


$37,679.47 

$48,656.72 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917 


INVESTMENT 

Bonds  in  Sewer  Assessment  In- 
vestment Fund  Jan.  1,  1916. 
Investments  made  during  the 
year: 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note . . . 
Mortgage  Notes  


$37,664.14 

$10,992.58 


$48,656.72 

ACCOUNT. 


$98,000.00 


$11,000.00 

14,575.00 


$25,575.00 


$123,575.00 
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Investments  held  by  Fund 
cashed  during  the  year: 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note...  $11,000.00 

Mortgage  notes  transferred  to 

Water  Sinking  Fund 2,800.00 


Total  of  Investments,  Jan.  1, 

1917  

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1917 

Value  of  Fund,  Jan.  1,‘1917 


$13,800.00 


$109,775.00 

10,992.58 


$120,767.58 
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City  of  Quincy,  Sewer  Loan  3Y2%  Apr.  1,  1898  Apr.  1,  1937  1,000.00 

City  of  Waterbury,  School  Loan  4U%  July  1,  1915  July  1,  1937  1,000.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  Metropolitan  Sewer  Loan  3^^%  July  1,  1940  6,000.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  Metropolitan  Water  Loan  3%  Jan.  1,  1941  10,000.00 

City  of  Waterbury,  School  Loan  4i^%  Jan.  1,  1911  Jan.  1,  1942  3,000.00 
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FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 
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CAPRON  FUND. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  Capron  Fund,  the  income 
of  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  Capron  Park. 


Amount  in  Fund  Jan.  1,  1916...  $34,788.65 

Received  from  E.  S.  Capron,  on 
account  of  sale  of  lots  of 

H.  A.  Capron  Estate 228.87 


Total  amount  of  Fund,  Jan.  1, 

1917  

INCOME. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1916 

Interest  and  Income  earned....  $912.23 
Rents  1,160.00 


$2,072.23 


$35,017.52 

$685.25 


Disbursements. 


Care  of  Real  Estate:  — 

Repairs,  labor  and  alterations 

on  houses  $532.85 

Removal  of  snow,  ashes  and 

rubbish  19.42 

Insurance  35.12 

Water  Bills  70.38 

Sewer  Assessments  98.21 


Paid  to  City  of  Attleboro  for 
Capron  Park  


$755.98 

$1,800.00 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917.  . . 


$2,555.98 

201.50 


$2,757.48 


Investments. 


Deposited  in 

Attleborough  Savings  Bank...  $10,118.52 

Bristol  County  Savings  Bank.  679.52 

Fall  River  Savings  Bank 1,268.16 

Fall  River  Five  Cents  Savings 

Bank  1,268.16 

New  Bedford  Inst,  for  Savings  1,268.16 


$2,757.48 


$14,602.52 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages  on 

Real  Estate  at  5% $5,700.00 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages  on 

Real  Estate  at  6% 225.00 


Real  Estate 


$5,925.00 

$14,490.00 


$35,017.52 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  CLERK 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  clerk  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1916. 

Receipts:  , 


Recording  Mortgages,  etc $75.49 

Copies  of  Records 27.64 

Marriage  Licenses  215.00 

Sundry  Licenses  and  Permits.  . . 65.00 

Transfer  of  Dog  Licenses 1.00 


$384.13 

Fees  for  licensing  dogs 174.80 

$558.93 

Paid  to  City  Treasurer $558.93 

The  sum  of  $1,966.20  received  from  dog  licenses  has  been  paid  to 
the  County  Treasurer. 

The  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  recorded  is  as  fol- 


lows: 

Marriages  241 

Deaths  282 


Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  Section  17  of  the  Charter,  I 
submit  herewith  a record  of  the  attendance  of  members  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Council  during  the  year  1916. 

Total  number  of  meetings 


Names  of  Members 

Philip  E.  Brady 

William  H.  Garner.  . . . 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor 

Samuel  M.  Holman... 
Solomon  B.  Jacobs.... 

Harry  P.  Kent 

William  H.  Saart 

Howard  G.  Smith 

William  A.  Spier 

Charles  O.  Sweet 

Oscar  Wolfenden  . . . . 


Number  of  Meetings  Attended 

33 
27 

32 

34 
37 
26 
29 
37 

35 

33 
37 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


41 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of 

Attleboro. 

Gentlemen:  — 

At  this  time  a financial  statement  of  this  department  is  of  no  real 
value  for  comparison  as  the  year  is  not  complete  and  an  estimate 
of  the  receipts  for  December  would  be  impossible.  The  result  for  the 
year,  however,  as  to  receipts,  also  work  and  detail,  shows  a sub- 
stantial increase  over  the  previous  year. 

The  collection  of  Water  Department  accounts  has  not  been  en- 
tirely satisfactory  and  I would  take  this  opportunity  to  again  empha- 
size the  necessity  of  more  definite  rules  with  stated  dates  and  penal- 
ties for  the  non-payment  of  water  accounts,  as  your  Collector  is  very 
much  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  authority  to  enforce  the  collection 
of  these  bills.  The  early  commitment  of  poll  taxes,  as  the  following 
figures  will  show,  has  been  a success  financially,  and  not  only  does 
the  City  save  the  interest  on  $8,000  or  more  for  two  or  three  months, 
but  the  number  of  uncollectable  is  greatly  reduced. 


Dec.  1,  1915,  Poll  taxes  committed  $11,258.00 

Collected 8,300.00 

Uncollected  2,958.00 

Dec.  1,  1916,  Poll  taxes  committed  $10,864.00 

Collected 9,582.00 

Uncollected  1,282.00 


These  bills  coming  from  the  Assessors  in  July  when  the  Collector’s 
Department  is  the  least  busy  enables  him  to  get  these  poll  taxes  out 
of  the  way  before  the  real  estate  taxes  go  out,  thereby  distributing 
this  work  over  a period  of  three  months  rather  than  have  the  bulk 
of  the  work  in  one  month. 

The  coming  year,  in  this  Department,  is  sure  to  be  a busy 
one  with  the  tax  sales  for  1915  real  estate  taxes  which  will  be  held 
in  the  spring,  and  the  new  tax  laws  which  go  into  effect.  With  the 
tax  sales  will  come  an  added  expense  of  preparing  the  ads  and  ad- 
vertising, which  is  estimated  to  be  $300.  This  amount  will,  of  course, 
be  returned  to  the  treasury  when  the  sales  are  made. 

In  view  of  the  increased  work,  would  recommend  an  increase 
of  the  allowance  for  clerical  assistance,  that  I may  have  a permanent 
clerk  for  at  least  a part  of  the  year. 

I would  respectfully  ask  that  the  salary  attached  to  this  office 
may  be  made  proportionate  with  not  only  the  financial  responsibility, 
but  also  with  the  personal  liability  of  the  Collector  on  his  official  bond 
under  which  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  the  plaintiff.  This  respon- 
sibility attaches  to  no  other  city  official  and  in  all  fairness  and  jus- 
tice it  would  seem  the  salary  should  be  increased. 
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The  following  are  my  estimates  for  1917:  — 

Postage  $400.00 

Stationery  and  Printing 250.00 

Tax  Sale  Ads 300.00 

Bonds  r 135.00 

Clerical  assistance  300.00 

Incidentals  25.00 


$1,410.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  W.  NERNEY, 

City  Collector. 


/ 
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COLLECTOR’S  FINANCIAL  REPORT 

TO  DECEMBER  31,  1916 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attle- 
boro:— 

Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  City  Collector  for  the  year  1916. 

Statement  of  moneys  collected  and  paid  to  Frank  I.  Babcock, 
City  Treasurer,  1916,  divided  as  follows:  — 

Poll  Tax  1915 $956.00 

Personal  Estate  Tax  1915 18,428.41 

Real  Estate  Tax  1915 49,190.88 

Holman  Drain  1915  575.49 

Holman  Drain  Apportioned  1915 3.92 

Bank  Interest  on  Deposits 324.48 

Curbing  1915  26.10 

Apportioned  Sewer  1915  3,863.38 

Interest  on  1915  Taxes 2,133.60 

Committed  Sewer  Interest  1915 1,256.71 

Water  1915  1,424.61 

Pipe  and  Labor  1915 255.91 

Highway  1915  127.06 

Telephone  Accounts  318.56 

Charity  1915  1,186.83 

Charity  1914  68.00 

Apportioned  Sewer  Paid  in  Advance,  1915 67.90 

Interest  on  Appor.  Sewer  Paid  in  Advance  1915 8.61 

Fees  1915  Taxes  123.20 

Excise  Tax  1915  76.54 

School  Department  1915 41.25 

Water  1914  5.00 

Poll  Tax  1916  9,444.00 

Personal  Estate  Tax  1916 ; 139,441.17 

Real  Estate  Tax  1916 202,692.36 

Hydrant  Rentals  1916  14,610.00 

Moth  Suppression  1916  117.37 

Appor.  Sewer  1916  5,010.54 

Interest  on  Appor.  Sewer  1916 4,169.78 

Apportioned  Robert  St.  Sewer  1916 4.92 

Interest  on  Appor.  Robert  St.  Sewer  1916 2.21 

Curbing  1916  39.25 

Apportioned  Holman  Drain,  1916 11.76 

Interest  on  Appor.  Holman  Drain  1916 2.12 

Resident  Bank  Tax  1916 6,516.97 
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Non  Resident  Bank  Tax  1916 1,799.03 

Excise  Tax  1916  2,165.92 

Interest  on  1916  Taxes 368.04 

Water  1916  50,653.00 

Pipe  and  Labor  1916... 1.988.78 

Apportioned  Sewer  paid’ in  advance  1916 2,146.81 

Interest  on  Appor.  Sewer  paid  in  advance  1916 23.21 

Interest  on  1916  Water 46.21 

Charity  1916  1,986.32 

Highway  1916  351.24 

Fees  on  1916  Taxes 173.80 

School  Department  1916  637.00 

Capron  Park  1916  50.00 

Rifle  Range  1916  219.00 

Health  Department  1916  71.00 

Fire  Department  1916  15.00 

Sewer. Tax  1916,  Special  Warrant  with  Interest 23.35 

Appor.  Holman  Drain  paid  in  advance 23.51 

Interest  on  Appor.  Holman  Drain  paid  in  advance .23 

Tax  Title  7.82 


$525,274.19 


POLL  TAX  1915. 


Balance  January  1,  1916 


Collected  1916  $956.00 

Abated  1916  652.00 


$2,154.00 


$1,608.00 


Uncollected 


$546.00 


PERSONAL  ESTATE  TAX  1915. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 

Collected  1916  $18,428.41 

Abated  1916  4,522.18 


$25,494.24 


$22,950.59 


Uncollected 


$2,543.65 


REAL  ESTATE  TAX  1915. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 $74,763.87 

Collected  1916  $49,190.88 

Abated  1916  169.63 

$49,360.51 


Uncollected 


$25,403.36 
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CURBING  BETTERMENT  1915. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 $29.40 

Collected  1916  $26.10 

■ $26.10 

Uncollected  $3.30 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  1915 

Balance  January  1,  1916 $6,123.14 

Collected  1916  $3,863.38 

$3,863.38 

Uncollected  $2,259.76 


COMMITTED  INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  SEWER  1915. 


Balance  January  1,  1916 
Collected  1916  . . . 


$1,256.71 


$1,474.79 

$1,256.71 


Uncollected 


$218.08 


HOLMAN  DRAIN  1915. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 


Collected  1916  $579.41 

Apportioned  1916  70.46 


$837.70 


$649.87 


Uncollected 


$187.83 


EXCISE  TAX  1915. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 $266.05 

Collected  1916  $76.54 

$76.54 

Uncollected  $189.51 


WAJER  1914. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 

Collected  1916  


$5.00 


$169.35 

$5.00 


Uncollected 


$164.35 
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WATER  1915. 

$3,118.11 
$1,474.21 

Uncollected ’. $1,643.90 


Balance  January,  1916 


Collected  1916  $1,424.61 

Abated  1916  49.60 


MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  1915. 
(Water  Department.) 


Balance  January,  1916 


Collected  1916  $255.91 

Abated  1916  4.90 


$331.10 


$260.81 


Uncollected 


$70.29 


CHARITY  DEPARTMENT  1915. 

Balance  January,  1916 $1,299.93 

Collected  1916  $1,186.83 

$1,186.83 

Uncollected  $113.10 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  1915 

Balance  January,  1916 $169.91 

Collected  1916  $127.06 

$127.06 

Uncollected  $42.85 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  1915. 

Balance  January,  1916 

Collected  1916 


$41.25 

$41.25 


POLL  TAX  1916. 

Committed  $10,864.00 

Collected  $9,444.00 

Abated  346.00 

$9,790.00 


Uncollected 


$1,074.00 
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PERSONAL  ESTATE  TAX  1916. 

Committed  $157,359.41 

Collected  $139,441.17 

Abated  1,331.58 

$140,772.75 

Uncollected  $16,586.66 


REAL  ESTATE  TAX  1916 

Committed  $276,936.76 

Collected  $202,692.36 

Abated  675.09 

$203,367.45 

Uncollected  $73,569.31 


CURBING  BETTERMENT  1916 

Committed $39.25 

Collected  $39.25 


APPORTIONED  CURBING  BETTERMENT  1916 

Committed  $3.30 

Uncollected  • • 


INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  CURBING  BETTERMENT  1916. 

Committed  $1.78 

Uncollected 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  1916 

Committed  $10,715.03 

Special  Warant  6.88 


$10,721.91 

Collected  $5,010.54 

$5,010.54 

Uncollected  $5,711.37 


COMMITTED  INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  SEWER  1916. 

Committed  $9,104.23 

Collected  $4,169.78 

$4,169.78 


Uncollected 


$4,934.45 
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APPORTIONED  HOLMAN  DRAIN  1916. 

Committed  $47.00 

Collected  $11.76 

$11.76 

Uncollected  $35.24 


INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  HOLMAN  DRAIN  1916. 

Committed  $16.91 

Collected  $2.12 

$2.12 


Uncollected 


$14.79 


RESIDENT  AND  NON-RESIDENT  BANK  TAX  1916. 


Committed $8,316.00 

Collected  $8,316.00 


Committed  . . . . 
Collected 


EXCISE  TAX  1916. 


$2,165.92 


$2,438.72 


$2,165.92 


Uncollected 


$272.80 


Committed  . . . 
Collected 


MOTH  SUPPRESSION  1916. 


$117.37 


$169.92 

$117.37 


Uncollected 


$52.55 


ROBERT  STREET  APPORTIONED  SEWER  1916. 

Committed  $15.01 

Collected  $4.92 

$4.92 

Uncollected  $10.09 


ROBERT  STREET  APPORTIONED  SEWER  INTEREST  1916. 

$6.75 


Committed  . . . 
Collected 


$2.21 


$2.21 


Uncollected 


$4.54 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


49 


WATER  1916 


Committed  $55,669.38 

Collected  $50,653.00 

Abated  114.63 

$50,767.63 


Uncollected 


$4,901.75 


Committed  . . . 
Collected 


MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  1916. 


$1,988.78 


Uncollected 


$2,536.06 

$1,988.78 

$574.28 


HIGHWAY  1916. 


Committed  

Collected  $351.24 

Abated  19.50 


$491.76 


$370.74 


Uncollected 


$121.02 


Committed  . . . 
Collected 


CHARITY  1916. 


$1,986.32 


$3,559.51 


$1,986.32 


Uncollected 


$1,573.19 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  1916. 

Committed  $1,003.00 

Collected  $637.00 

$637.00 

Uncollected  $366.00 


TAX  ACCOUNT  1915. 

Balance  January  1,  1916 

Collected  1916  $74,377.43 

Abated  1916  5,414.27 


$111,143.19 


$79,791.70 


Uncollected 


$31,351.49 
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TAX  ACCOUNT  1916. 


Committed  $476,040.95 

Collected  $371,417.40 

Abated  2,352.67 

$373,770.07 


Uncollected  $102,270.88 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LESTER  W.  NERNEY, 

City  Collector. 

Examined  and  approved. 

Jan.  19,  1917. 

EDGAR  F.  BOSWORTH, 

City  Auditor. 
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COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 


FOR  THE  YEARS 


1913  AND  1914. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro;  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  years 
1913  and  1914. 

TAXES  FOR  1913. 


Dr. 

Committed 

Interest  

Cr. 

Collected 

Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate . . . . 

Interest  

Abated  

Uncollected  


$10,637.52 

217.11 


$7,424.23 

217.11 

2,077.22 

1,136.07 


$10,854.63 


$10,854.63 


CONCRETE  BETTERMENT. 

Dr. 


Committed $37.00 

Cr. 

Collected  37.00 


CURBING  BETTERMENT. 

Dr. 

Committed  $241.52 

Cr. 

Collected  241.52 


Committed 


SEWER  TAX. 

Dr. 

$4,069.82 


Cr. 


Collected  $558.94 

Adjusted  609.74 

Uncollected  2,901.14 


$4,069.82 


$4,069.82 
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TAXES  FOR  1914. 

Dr. 

Committed  $34,533.26 

Interest  749.15 


Cr. 


Collected 

Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate $26,211.85 

Interest  749.15 

Abated  and  sold  to  city 4,138.99 

Uncollected  4,182.42 


$35,282.41 


$35,282.41 


SEWER  TAX. 

Dr. 

Committed  


Cr. 

Collected  

Abated  

Uncollected  


$3,905.27 

$1,604.83 

3.32 

2,297.12 


$3,905.27 


Committed 
Collected  . 


CURBING  BETTERMENT. 

Dr. 


Cr. 


$179.78 

$179.78 


CONCRETE  BETTERMENT  TAX. 

Dr. 

Committed  $407.15 

Cr. 

Collected  $407.15 


TAXES  COLLECTED  IN  l9l6. 


1913  Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate $7,424.23 

1913  Interest  217.11 

1913  Concrete  Betterment  37.00 

1913  Curbing  Betterment 241.52 

1913  Sewer  558.94 

1914  Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate 26,211.85 

1914  Interest  749.15 

1914  Sewer  1,604.83 

1914  Concrete  Betterment  407.15 

1914  Curbing  Betterment  179.78 


$37,631.56 

Paid  City  Treasurer,  as  per  vouchers $37,631.56 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  R.  MANCHESTER, 


Collector  for  1913  and  1914. 
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ASSESSORS’  REPORT 


To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council, 

City  of  Attleboro:  — 

We  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Assessors’  Department  for 
the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1916. 

We  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  of  having  an 
accurate  survey  of  the  city.  We  feel  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
important  matters  that  faces  the  city  at  the  present  time  and  while 
it  is  an  expensive  undertaking  we  believe  that  a start  should  be 
made  the  coming  year  and  we  trust  that  you  may  see  your  way  clear 
to  make  an  appropriation  to  begin  this  v/ork  in  1917. 

Taking  an  advantage  of  a recent  law,  this  year  we  committed 
the  poll  taxes  to  the  Collector  early  in  July  for  collection.  While  it 
entailed  considerable  more  work  for  our  office  we  feel  that  the  re- 
sults justified  our  so  doing.  The  following  table,  kindly  furnished 
by  the  Collector,  will  show  the  results: 


Poll  Taxes  committed  in  1915  $11,258.00 

“ ' “ committed  in  1916  10,864.00 

“ “ collected  in  1915  to  Dec.  1st 8,300.00 

“ “ collected  in  1916  to  Dec.  1st 9,582.0,0 

“ “ uncollected  in  1915  Dec.  1st 2,958.00 

“ “ uncollected  in  1916  Dec.  1st 1,282.00 


This  table  shows  that  while  there  were  less  Poll  Taxes  assessed 
in  1916  only  $1,282  remain  unpaid  Dec.  1st  against  $2,958  in  1915. 

We  feel  that  we  should  be  remiss  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  call 
the  attention  of  the  taxpayers  to  a clause  in  the  new  tax  laws  which 
makes  it  imperative  on  the  part  of  the  Assessors  to  assess  all  per- 
sonal property  holders  in  1917  an  amount  not  less  than  they  were 
assessed  on  personal  property  in  1916  unless  they  file  with  the  local 
Assessors  before  May  15th  the  amount  of  their  TANGIBLE  PER- 
SONAL PROPERTY  on  April  1st,  1917,  and  no  part  of  such  tax  can 
be  abated.  We  propose  to  mail  to  every  person  who  paid  a personal 
property  tax  in  1916  a blank  statement  and  a notice  calling  their  at- 
tention to  this  matter. 

We  had  appropriated  in  1916,  exclusive  of  salaries,  $2,150.00  for 
the  use  of  this  department  and  the  same  has  been  expended  as  fol- 
lows: 


Assistant  Assessors  $256.25 

Clerical  hire  '. 1,122.51 

Stationery  and  postage 62.69 

Printing  and  advertising 209.39 

Transportation  160.06 

Miscellaneous,  office  expenses,  etc 189.41 

Looking  up  titles 100.00 


Total  $2,100.31 

Balance  unexpended  49.69 


$2,150.00 
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This  balance  may  be  changed  somewhat  as  the  figures  for  Decem- 
ber are  estimated.  We  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  sum  of 
$2,370.00  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  this  department,  outside  of 
salaries,  for  the  year  1917. 


TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES,  APRIL  1,  1916. 


Number  of  Residents  assessed  on  property  3,312 

Individuals  2,474 

All  others  838 

Number  of  Non-residents  assessed  on 

property  1,071 

Individuals  817 

All  others  254 

Total  number  of  persons  assessed 7,988 

Assessed  on  property 4,383 

Assessed  on  poll  only 3,605 

Number  of  male  polls  assessed 5,251 

Tax  on  each  poll $2.00 

Number  of  horses  assessed  573 

Number  of  cows  assessed  668 

Number  of  other  meat  cattle  assessed.  . . . 109 

Number  of  swine  assessed  565 

Number  of  fowls  assessed  5,393 

Number  of  dwellings  assessed  3,207 

Value  of  assessed  personal  estate $8,267,345.00 


Assessed  value  of  resident  bank  stock...  $329,140.00 

Assessed  value  of  stock  in  trade 2,481,825.00 

Assessed  value  of  machinery 2,556,720.00 

Assessed  value  of  live  stock  102,045.00 

Assessed  value  of  all  other  personal 2,799,265.00 

Total  

Exemptions 


$8,268,995.00 

1,650.00 


Number  of  shares  of  National  Bank  Stock 


assessed  

Resident 2,351 

Non-resident  649 

Assessed  value  of  each  share 

Assessed  value  of  Real  Estate 

Assessed  value  of  Buildings  $8,801,435.00 

Assessed  value  of  Land 5,208,945.00 


Total  assessed  value  of  real  and 
personal  estate,  including  resident 

bank  stock  

Exemptions 

Total  amount  on  which  tax  was  levied. . . . 


3,000 


$140.00 

$13,986,330.00 


$22,279,375.00 

25,700.00 


22,253,675.00 


T axes. 

Taxes  assessed  for  City,  State  and  County 

purposes  $451,124.77 

Assessed  on  Real  Estate  $276,929.35 

Assessed  on  Personal  Estate  157,176.45 

Assessed  on  Resident  Bank  Stock 6,516.97 

Assessed  on  Polls  10,502.00 

$19.80  per  $1,000.00 


Rate  of  Taxation 
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Amounts  for  which  the  191G  tax  was 
levied: 

Budget  approved  March  1st,  1916, 
including  grade  crossing  and  in- 
terest   

Later  approvals  

Tlifle  Range  notes 

State  Tax  

County  Tax  

Bureau  of  Statistics 

State  Highway  Tax 

Overlays  

Total  


Estimated  Receipts  $110,235.00 

Poll  Taxes 10,502.00 

Assessed  on  Property 440,622.77 


Betterment  Taxes  certified  to  this  office 
have  been  assesed  as  follows: 

Apportioned  Sewer  Tax 

Interest  on  Apportioned  Sewer  Tax 

Moth  Tax  

Apportioned  Holman  Drain  Tax .... 

Interest  on  Apportioned  Holman 

Drain  Tax  

Apportioned  Curbing  Betterments.. 

Interest  on  Apportioned  Curbing 

Betterments  

Unapportioned  Curbing  Betterments 
Robert  St.  Apportioned  Sewer  Tax 
Interest  on  Robert  St.  Apportioned 
Sewer  Tax  

Total 

Other  Taxes  have  been  Assessed  as  fol- 
lows: 

Non-resident  Bank  Stock  Tax 

Reinstated  Poll  Tax 

Excise  on  Commutation  Tax 

Error  in  Exemption  (Real  Estate) . . 

Warrants  were  issued  to  the  Collector 
during  1916  as  follows: 

Aug.  30th $473,160.98 

Oct.  27th  2.97 

Nov.  1st  2,438.72 


Total  

The  above  Warrants  included  as  follows: 
On  account  City,  State  and  County 

including  Overlays  

Betterments,  etc 

Non-resident  Bank  Tax 

Reinstated  Polls  

Excise  or  Commutation  Tax  

Error  in  Exemption 


$485,487.94 

1,000.00 

3,000.00 

35,520.00 

25,757.08 

269.83 

930.83 
9,394.09 


$561,359.77 


$10,715.03 

9,104.23 

169.92 

47.00 

16.91 

3.30 

1.78 

39.25 

15.01 

6.75 


$20,119.18 


$1,799.03 

118.00 

2,438.72 

2.97 


$475,602.67 


$451,124.77 

20,119.18 

1,799.03 

118.00 

2,438.72 

2.97 


56 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Abatements  made  during  1916: 


When  Assessed  Polls  Personal  Real 

1913  $664.00  $1,360.62  $52.60 

1914  1,162.00  1,487.19  54.63 

1915  652,00  4,522.18  169.63 

1916  342.00  1,004.39  631.33 


Total  $2,820.00  $8,374.38  $908.19 


Abatements  are  to  Dec.  4th  only. 

Added  Taxes,  Committed  Dec.  20th,  1916: 

Number  of  persons  assessed 

Value  of  assessed  personal  property 

Value  of  assessed  real  estate  

Number  of  polls  assessed 


Total 

$2,077.22 

2,703.82 

5,343.81 

1,977.72 


$12,102.57 


9 

$9,240.00 

225.00 

122 


Amount  of  taxes  assessed  on  real 

estate  

Amount  of  taxes  assessed  on  per- 
sonal property  

Amount  of  taxes  assessed  on  polls. . 


$4.46 

182.95 

244.00 


Total 


$431.41 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

MALCOLM  CURRIE, 

HARRY  E.  CARPENTER, 

Assessors,  City  of  Attleboro. 
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ATTLEBORO  HOSPITAL 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  15,  1917. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 
Gentlemen:  — 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital  herewith 
submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1916. 

The  present  duty  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Attleborough 
Hospital  is  to  conduct  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  on  Park  St.  and 
care  for  the  property  conveyed  in  trust  to  The  Attleborough  Hospital 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Attleboro. 

The  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  has  had  a busy  year  as  will  be 
noted  by  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  annexed  hereto.  It  has 
treated  and  cared  for  137  patients  more  than  in  1915,  maintained  the 
high  standard  of  work  that  has  characterized  the  hospital  since  its 
opening,  and  established  itself  more  firmly  as  a highly  beneficient  in- 
stitution with  the  citizens  of  Attleboro. 

Like  all  institutions  of  this  character  the  managers  are  constantly 
confronted  with  the  problem  of  how  to  carry  on  the  hospital  as  it 
should  be  conducted  with  the  funds  at  its  command.  We  regret  to 
note  that  there  has  practically  been  no  increase  in  the  membership 
of  the  corporation  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital  during  the  past  year. 
We  have  also  lost  the  donation  of  one  free  bed  during  the  year  1916, 
had  a much  larger  number  of  free  patients,  with  a corresponding 
drain  upon  our  resources,  and  for  our  compensation,  the  satisfaction 
that  we  have  been  of  service  to  suffering  humanity.  This  form  of 
service  is  both  desirable  and  gratifying,  but  it  requires  money  to 
carry  it  on,  and  we  believe  that  an  institution  that  has  so  well  estab- 
lished itself  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our  people  is  worthy  of  a 
larger  support  from  the  public  than  it  is  now  receiving.  We  do  not 
think  in  claiming  that  we  ought  to  have  at  least  250  annual  members 
of  the  corporation  at  $10  per  year  that  we  are  extravagant,  when  we 
consider  other  communities  where  the  population  is  less  and  the 
hospitals  smaller,  and  not  so  well  equipped,  who  have  nearly  twice 
this  number  of  corporation  members.  We  now  have  only  four  annual 
beds  at  $250  each, — we  ought  to  have  at  least  ten.  We  have  two 
perpetual  beds, — in  comparison  with  other  hospitals  we  ought  to  have 
at  least  six  and  the  number  continually  increasing. 

In  our  report  of  last  year  we  noted  that  our  new  addition  would 
soon  be  occupied  to  its  limit  and  that  larger  accommodations  would 
be  required.  We  already  have  reached  the  point  where  we  see  the 
need  of  expansion  of  our  equipment  to  adequately  care  for  all  the 
work  that  is  coming  to  us.  We  have  no  means  of  meeting  this  except 
by  an  appeal  to  a generous  public.  To  those  who  are  inclined  to 
help  in  an  effort  of  this  character  the  managers  will  be  only  too 
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pleased  to  present  the  opportunities  that  lie  open  for  the  furthering 
of  this  splendid  work. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  that  the  Hospital  Aid 
Association  has  rendered  the  hospital  in  the  past  year,  which  has 
been  practically  indispensable.  We  are  also  thankful  for  all  donations 
of  articles,  provisions,  etc.,  that  have  been  made  during  the  year  by 
interested  people. 

Annexed  to  this  report  you  will  find  detailed  reports  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Superintendent  for  the  year  1916. 


JOSEPH  L.  SW^EET, 
PHILIP  E.  BRADY, 


HAROLD  E.  SWEET, 
FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 
CHARLES  O.  SWEET, 


EDWARD  A.  SWEENEY, 


ERNEST  D.  GILMORE, 
EDWARD  L.  GOWEN, 
WILLIAM  J.  LUTHER, 


Board  of  Managers 


of  The  Attleborough  Hospital. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  ATTLE- 
BOROUGH HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

DECEMBER  31,  1916. 

Building  Account. 


Dr. 

Cr. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1916. 

$6.80 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1916 

$6.80 

Membership 

Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1916. 

$1,050.55 

Postage  

$2.00 

Receipts  

390.00 

Appropriated  to  Trust 

Acct 

1,000.00 

Balance 

438.55 

$1,440.55 

$1,140.55 

Trust  Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1916. 

$3,621.93 

Repairs  on  Cottage.. 

$66.62 

Rents  

311.50 

Safety  Deposit  Box.. 

5.00 

Dividends  from  Se- 

Treasurer’s  Bond.... 

25.00 

cnrities  

5,913.33 

Investments  

6,653.54 

Grass  sold  

4.00 

Brookline,  Mass., 

Subscription  from 

Taxes  

. 127.28 

Corporation  Acct. . . 

1,000.00 

Appropriated  to  Hos- 

pital Acct 

3,000.00 

Balance  

973.32 

$10,850.76 

$10,850.76 

Hospital  Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1916. 

$195.12 

Salaries  

$5,895.88 

Hospital  Receipts.... 

11,143.56 

Hospital  Supplies  and 

Donations 

38.04 

Equipments  

1,793.86 

Endowed  Beds 

1,000.00 

Housekeeping  S u p - 

Hospital  Aid  Ass’n 

plies 

3,964.47 

W.  E.  Hayward  Co. 

Miscellaneous  E x - 

J.  L.  Sweet 

penses  

1,606.70 

R.  F.  Simmons  Co. 

Heat  and  Light 

1,900.42 

Interest  on  Bank  Acct. 

58.35 

Balance 

273.74 

Subscription  from 

Trust  Acct 

3,000.00 

$15,435.07 

$15,435.07 

Summary. 

Balance  from  Mem- 

Bank Balance  

$1,677.61 

bership  Acct 

$438.55 

Cash  on  hand 

14.80 

Balance  from  Trust 

Acct 

973.32 

Balance  from  Hos- 

pital Acct 

273.74 

Balance  from  Build- 

ing Acct 

6.80 

$1,692.41 

$1,692.41 

EDWARD  L.  GOWEN,  Treasurer. 
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STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  STURDY 
MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL,  ATTLEBORO,  MASS.,  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1916. 


Patients  admitted  432 

Medical  75 

Surgical  320 

Obstetrical  37 


Discharged  during  year 392 

Male  171 

Female  221 


Well  323 

Relieved 60 

Unrelieved  5 

Not  treated  ' 4 


Deaths  30 

Accidents  5 

Medical  18 

Surgical  7 

Daily  average  of  patients 16 

Operations  ‘ 272 

Major  141 

Minor  131 

Free  Patients  66 

Patients  paid  for  by  City 9 

Patients  paid  for  by  State 2 

•Ladies’  Aid  Bed ' 3 

Patients  for  X-Ray  v/ork 93 


GWENDOLYN  G.  RICE, 

Superintendent. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS 


Attleboro,  Mass,  December  18,  1916. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council;  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Buildings  from  De- 
cember 15,  1915,  to  December  18,  1916. 

The  following  permits  have  been  granted: 


Estimated  Cost 

Factories,  Mills  and  Gasometer 19  $342,660.00 

Block  1 22,102.00 

1 Family  Houses  27  62,400.00 

2 Family  Houses  5 11,950.00 

Additions  60  14,820.00 

Garages  31  6,567.00 

Store  1 1,700.00 

Studio  1 800.00 

Barns  7 . 1,025.00 

Poultry  House  and  other  small  Buildings 20  1,305.00 


$465,329.00 

The  year  1916  has  been  a very  prosperous  year  in  the  building 
line  as  will  show  by  this  report,  a large  amount  of  money  has  been 
spent  in  manufacturing  plants.  I have,  as  years  past,  inspected  all  of 
the  hotels  and  lodging  houses  and  find  them  supplied  with  proper 
fire  escapes.  I have,  in  company  with  H.  R.  Packard.  Chief  of  the 
Fire  Department,  and  E.  H.  Gingras,  Chief  of  Police,  inspected  all 
locations  for  keeping  and  storing  gasolene  and  would  say  that  there 
has  been  a great  improvement  in  all  garages  during  the  past  few 
years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  F.  ASHLEY, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 
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CHARITY  DEPARTMENT 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  20,  1916. 

To  Honorable  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

We  again  come  to  the  closing  of  another  year  and  reports  are 
in  order.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  herewith  submit  their  report 
as  follows: 

The  organization  of  the  Board  was  perfected  early  Avith  the 
same  officers  as  last  year  and  the  work  was  taken  up.  The  anticipated 
changes  at  the  City  Home  did  not  materialize.  Just  at  the  point 
of  final  consideration  the  over-crowding  at  the  City  Home  was  re- 
lieA^ed  by  five  or  six  men  leaving  by  discharge  to  care  for  them- 
selves, and  the  hope  that  better  times  were  at  hand  removed  the 
present  necessity  for  the  change  and  the  work  was  deferred  to  some 
future  time.  We  found  on  examination  that  the  house  needed  re- 
pair to  protect  it,  and  it  was  decided  to  shingle  and  otherwise  repair. 
A contract  v/as  made  with  MacKinnon  & Nicholson  at  a total  cost 
of  $454.07.  In  the  middle  of  the  haying  season  the  old  mowing  ma- 
chine that  had  done  many  years  of  service  gave  out  and  it  became 
necessary  to  procure  a new  one  to  complete  the  season’s  work.  The 
ice  house  that  was  built  last  year  is  paying  good  interest  and  will 
soon  pay  for  itself  in  the  way  of  preserving  meats  that  we  now  buy 
on  the  foot  and  kill  on  the  premises,  saving  quite  a sum  in  the  aggre- 
gate. 

We  have  expended  very  little  money  at  the  farm  other  than  those 
expenses  above  referred  to,  except  what  by  careful  examination  we 
have  found  necessary  to  carry  along  the  general  expenses  of  the 
City  Farm  and  Home.  We  have  had  to  deal  with  the  advanced  prices 
in  everything,  food  and  clothing,  shoes,  fuel  for  the  house  as  well 
as  the  great  advance  in  the  price  of  grain  for  the  stock. 

We  have  been  greatly  aided  in  our  efforts  by  Mr.  Hager,  our 
Superintendent,  who  has  done  his  best  along  all  lines.  There  have 
been  38  different  inmates  at  the  farm  during  the  year  to  date  for 
varying  lengths  of  time;  that  figures  an  average  of  18.8  for  the  entire 
year,  making  a large  familj^  to  care  for.  Three  have  died  during  the 
year.  There  are,  at  this  date,  19  inmates,  11  men  and  8 women,  with 
one  room  to  spare.  Should  others  apply  we  would  have  to  crowd 
them. 

There  has  not  been  so  many  calling  for  outside  aid  this  year, 
as  last,  owing  to  the  fact  that  business  conditions  have  been  better, 
there  has  been  work  for  every  one  who  desired  to  work.  There  is 
no  mistaking  the  fact  that  the  introduction  of  the  Mothers’  Aid  Law 
has  changed  somewhat  the  rates  and  methods  of  relief.  Under  this 
law  there  is  greater  liberality  and  its  effect  extends  in  quite  a num- 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


G3 


ber  of  cases  to  a more  liberal  aid  in  Temporary  Aid  cases,  and  it 
requires  constant  attention  to  not  overdo  under  both  methods.  The 
Mothers’  Aid  creates  fixed  charges  v/hich  vary  from  $5.00  to  $10.00 
per  week,  which,  with  our  fourteen  cases,  makes  an  average  of  about 
$6.78  per  week.  We  have  this  date  about  23  temporary  aid  cases 
and  the  amount  of  aid  varies  according  to  apparent  needs  after  in- 
vestigating, and  it  is  hard  to  tell  what  it  is  going  to  total  from  week 
to  week. 

Our  wood  yard  at  the  Farm  is  working  out  well  and  we  distribute 
wood  from  there  to  those  we  aid  with  that  kind  of  fuel,  and  thereby 
make  a saving. 

We  have  had  several  State  cases  this  year,  but  they  have  grad- 
ually closed  up,  leaving  two  in  hand  now.  We  have  but  two  other 
cases  at  this  time  from  towns  and  cities,  for  all  of  which  reimburse- 
ment will  come  later. 

Believing  that  if  a family  has  a roof  over  them  without  fear  of 
being  turned  out  for  not  paying  the  rent,  we  have  in  several  cases 
paid  reasonable  rents  for  the  families,  with  the  further  belief  that 
when  thus  protected  it  is  a saving  to  the  Department,  for  they  can 
manage  to  care  a great  deal  for  themselves.  We  do  not,  however, 
intend  to  pay  rent  as  a rule,  we  use  our  judgment  in  the  matter. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many  helps  that  the  Associated 
Charities  have  rendered  through  the  efficient  efforts  of  the  General 
Secretary,  Miss  Margaret  Todd,  who  is  always  ready  to  assist  when 
called  upon. 

We  are  struggling  with  several  cases  of  desertion, — men  (?)  who 
leave  their  families  penniless  and  hungry  and  get  without  the  State. 
We  are  using  our  best  efforts  to  get  them.  We  have  caught  three 
or  four  and  have  had  them  in  court  where  they  have  been  dealt  with. 
There  are  others  we  have  not  yet  found,  but  we  hope  to  get  them. 

Another  matter  that  has  and  does  continue  to  trouble  us,  is  the 
question  of  the  illegitimate  children.  Several  cases  where  those  who 
call  themselves  men,  but  belie  the  name,  decoy  young  girls  into 
their  net  to  their  ruin,  and  leave  them  for  the  public  to  care  for, 
and  in  many  cases  they  drift  to  our  Department.  While  you  cannot 
make  men  and  women  good  by  law,  a law  with  teeth  in  it  would 
have  a healthy  effect.  When  the  people  wake  up  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  being  taxed  to  pay  the  bills  in  these  cases  it  would  seem 


as  if  some  proper  remedy  might  be  provided. 

The  total  amount  of  appropriation  for  1916  was  $22,600.00 

There  has  been  expended  to  date 19,761.62 

Salaries  and  wages $2,068.96 

Mothers’  Aid  4,471.75 

All  other  bills.  Temporary  Aid,  City 
Farm,  Office  and  other  general  ex- 
penses   13,220.91 


$19,761.62 

Leaving  a balance  of..... $2,838.38 


to  take  care  of  the  December  bills.  With  these  figures  before  us  the 
Board  has  decided  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  equal  to  the  total 
amount  expended  this  year,  $22,600.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  V.  CURRAN, 

BENJAMIN  P.  KING, 

PRANK  M.  PAYSON, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
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CITY  PHYSICIAN 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  Dec.  22,  1916. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 
Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit  to  you  the  second  annual  report  of  the  City 
Physician  for  the  year  1916. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  unusual  amount  of  sick- 
ness throughout  the  city,  although  there  has  been  no  special  epi- 
demic of  any  one  disease.  I have  been  consulted  at  the  office  198 
times,  and  have  made  449  house  visits,  making  a total  of  647  house 
and  office  calls.  To  divide  the  cases,  there  have  been  20  surgical 
patients  and  61  medical. 

Eleven  confinements  have  been  attended  and  eleven  calls  from 
the  Police  Department  have  been  answered. 

Two  patients  have  been  committed  to  the  Taunton  Insane  Hos- 
pital. 

There  have  been  seven  deaths. 

I would  strongly  recommend  to  you  the  establishment  of  a room 
at  Police  Headquarters  containing  a bed  and  first  aid  cabinet  for 
treatment  of  such  cases  brought  to  the  station  needing  special  care. 
There  is  absolutely  no  convenience  furnished  there  at  present. 

I commend  to  you  the  great  services  rendered  by  the  District 
Nurses  and  the  Associated  Charities  to  the  poor  of  Attleboro  when 
they  have  been  sick  and  in  need  of  care. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


WILFRED  E.  ROUNSEVILLE,  M.  D. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor  William  A.  Spier  Oscar  Wolfenden 

BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Chief  Engineer. 

Hiram  R.  Packard 8 Hope  Street 

First  Assistant  Chief. 

F'red  A.  Clark 22  Hayward  Street 

Second  Assistant  Chief. 

Craig  C.  Pope 244  Park  Street 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

PERMANENT  MEN. 


Located  at  South  Main  Street  Fire  Station. 


Captain,  Leonard  Gould,  Ladder  3 
Chauffeur,  Paul  LaCrois 
Chauffeur,  Haven  F.  Randlett 
Chauffeur,  John  Stafford 
Chauffeur,  Charles  I.  Gay 


Chauffeur,  Albert  Knight 
Chauffeur,  Herbert  E.  Brown 
Chauffeur,  Hiram  R.  Packard,  Jr. 
Driver,  John  J.  McGilvray 
Hoseman,  Warren  W.  Wright 


Located  at  Union  Street  Station. 

Captain,  Bert  E.  Riley,  Ladder  1 
Driver  and  electrician,  Jos.  H.  Newcomb 

Chauffeur,  Laurence  A.  Flanagan  Chauffeur,  Louis  W.  Field 

Chauffeur,  Roy  Churchill  Chauffeur,  Maynard  C.  Lewis 


Located  at  Hebronville  Station. 

Chauffeur  Hose  No.  5,  Peter  Gagner 

Located  at  South  Attleboro  Station. 

Chauffeur,  John  Ludgate  Chauffeur,  William  Coupe 
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CALL  MEN. 

Hose  No.  1,  South  Main  Street. 

Captain,  A.  W.  Ferguson  Clerk,  Charles  C.  Monroe 

Lieutenant,  Edward  Fuller  Hoseman,  Donald  J.  Ferguson 

Hoseman,  Clyde  Ackerly 


Hose  No.  2,  Union  Street. 

Captain,  Arthur  Read  Hoseman,  William  Young 

Lieutenant,  Albert  C.  Parker  Hoseman,  Frank  Lyle 

Clerk,  Sherman  Davis  Hoseman,  Herbert  Parker 

Hoseman,  George  McNamee 

Hose  No.  4,  South  Attleboro. 

Lieutenant,  D.  J.  Driscoll  Hoseman,  M.  E.  Fox 

Hoseman,  P.  B.  Doran  Hoseman,  A.  Olsen 

Hoseman,  W.  W.  Abbott  Hoseman,  Charles  A.  Wilbar 


Hose  No.  5,  Hebronville. 

Captain,  William  N.  Goff  Hoseman,  William  Frenier 

Lieutenant,  A.  I.  Atwell  Hoseman,  Alexander  LaPalme 

Clerk,  C.  L.  Atwell  Hoseman,  Martin  Tierney 

Hoseman,  George  Parker 


Hose  No.  6, 

Captain,  J.  B.  Paquet 
Lieutenant,  Henry  Smith 
Clerk,  Charles  J.  Hudson 
Hoseman,  Arthur  Dorais 
Hoseman,  Medard  Duquette,  Jr. 
Hoseman,  Philorum  Dorais 

Hose  No.  7, 

Captain,  E.  D.  Briggs 
Lieutenant,  W.  A.  Vickery 
Clerk,  C.  T.  Clark 
Treasurer,  Ernest  White 
Hoseman,  A.  W.  Brigham 
Hoseman,  C.  J.  Brigham 

Ladder  No. 

Lieutenant,  G.  H.  Nash 
Clerk,  Herbert  Knight 
Ladderman,  William  E.  Young 
Ladderman, 

Ladder  No.  2, 

Captain,  Fred  J.  Murphy 
Lieutenant,  H.  V.  Hopkins 
Ladderman,  T.  F.  Dean 

Ladderman, 


St.  Jean  Plat. 

Hoseman,  David  Hamilton 
Hoseman,  Hormidas  Duquette 
Hoseman,  George  Champagne 
Hoseman,  Alfred  Johnson 
Hoseman,  George  I.  Miller 
Hoseman,  Samuel  Champagne 

Briggs  Corner. 

Hoseman,  H.  E.  Briggs 
Hoseman,  Charles  Douglass 
Hoseman,  Plerbert  B.  Rounds 
Hoseman,  Amos  E.  Peck 
Hoseman,  George  Wetherell 
Hoseman,  Raymond  L.  Torrey 

1,  Union  Street. 

Ladderman,  W.  C.  Dix 
Ladderman,  J.  H,  Williams 
Ladderman,  Albert  Young 
Edward  Brough 

I South  Attleboco. 

Ladderman,  George  W.  Orr 
Ladderman,  F.  E.  Shaw 
Ladderman,  Lawrence  A,  White 
Ira  B.  Nickerson 
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Ladder  No.  3,  South  Main  Street. 

Lieutenant,  J.  Louis  Slattery  Ladderman,  Kenneth  McLeod 

Clerk,  Michael  Barrett  Ladderman,  Leith  Young 

Ladderman,  Joseph  C.  Mowry 


SUBSTITUTES. 

Hose  No.  4,  South  Attleboro. 

C.  A.  Bloss 


Hose  No.  7,  Briggs  Corner. 
William  Kratch 


Ladder  No.  1,  Union  Street. 

Charles  O.  Card 


Percy  Meserve 


Ladder  No.  2,  South  Attleboro. 

H.  W.  Mathews 

FIRE  POLICE. 

Captain,  Seth  R.  Briggs  Ernest  G.  L.  Hemple 

William  P.  Douglass  George  F.  Ide 

George  R.  Aubrey 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 


HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

OFFICE  OF  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

December  18,  1916. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

We  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  December  18th,  1916,  together  with 
such  recommendations  as  we  think  necessary  for  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  Department. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  Department  consists  of 

Three  Fire  Engineers. 

19  Permanent  Men. 

72  Call  Men. 

6 Hose  Companies. 

3 Ladder  Companies. 

FIRE  STATIONS  AND  APPARATUS. 

Central  Fire  Station,  South  Main  Street,  Station  No.  1. 

Hose  No.  1,  horse  drawn. 

Ladder  No.  3 with  Knox  Martin  Motor  Trgctor  and  two  25-gallon 

Chemical  Tanks. 

Combination  A,  Knox  Motor  with  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose. 


Union  Street  Station^.  Union  Street,  Station  No.  2. 

Hose  No.  2,  Kelley  Springfield,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical  Truck. 
Ladder  No.  1,  horse  drawn. 

South  Attleboro  Station,  Ladder  No.  2,  and  Hose  No.  4. 

Ladder  No.  2,  horse  drawn  (horses  hired  by  the  alarm). 

Hose  No.  4,  Knox  Motor  Truck,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical. 

Hebronville  Station,  South  Main  Street,  Hose  No.  5. 

Federal  Motor  Truck,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical. 
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Hose  No.  6,  Located  at  Sybleville. 

1  Two-wheel  hand  reel  and  800  feet  of  hose. 

Hose  No.  7,  Located  at  Briggs  Corner. 

1 Two-wheel  hand  reel  and  800  feet  of  hose. 

APPARATUS. 

1 Horse  drawn  straight  Hose  Wagon. 

4 Motor  (gasoline)  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose  Wagons. 

2 Hose  Reels. 

2 Horse  drawn  Ladder  Trucks. 

1 Motor  (tractor)  Ladder  Truck. 

2 Supply  Wagons. 

1 Chief’s  Car  which  is  hired  from  garage. 

1 Express  Wagon  for  Fire  Alarm  System. 

In  Reserve. 

1 two-horse  Pung,  1 Chief’s  Buggy. 

Horses. 

There  are  five  horses  in  the  Department  in  fair  condition, 

2 at  South  Main  Street  Station. 

3 at  Union  Street  Station. 

Harnesses. 

There  are  five  sets  of  double  and  three  single  harnesses. 


Hose. 


South  Main  Street  Station 5,600 

Union  Street  Station 2,000 

South  Attleboro  Station 1,350 

Hebronville  Station  800 

Sybleville  800 

Briggs  Corner  800 


11,350  ft. 

HYDRANTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  486  hydrants  in  service. 
Four  hydrants  have  been  added  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  490. 

FIRE  ALARM  SERVICE. 

The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  System  is  in  use  and  in  good  con- 
dition. It  consists  of  the  following  apparatus: — Two  steam  whistles, 
one  at  the  Pumping  Station  at  South  Attleboro  and  one  at  the  Elec- 
tric Light  Station,  located  at  the  Farmers;  three  bells,  one  on  Union 
Street,  one  on  Peck  Street  and  one  on  Hose  No.  4 House.  There  is 
also  one  striker  located  in  church  tower  in  Hebronville.  There  are 
four  indicators,  located  in  Houses  Nos.  1,  2,  4 and  5.  There  are 
also  23  tappers,  located  as  follows: — 1 at  Power  Station  at  Briggs 
Corner  and  22  in  residences  of  members  of  the  Department  and 
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factories  where  employed.  There  are  81  Street  Alarm  Boxes  owned 
by  the  town  and  two  Private  Boxes,  one  of  which  is  owned  by  the 
Interstate  Street  Railway  Company  and  one  by  the  Taunton  & Paw- 
tucket Street  Railway  Company, 

The  Battery  Room  of  the  Department  is  up-to-date  and  complete 
in  every  way.  It  contains  one  Storage  Battery  complete  with  a six- 
circuit  switch  board  and  repeater  with  all  the  necessary  tools  for 
keeping  the  system  in  working  order.  There  is  at  present  about  69 
miles  of  wire  used  throughout  the  Fire  Alarm  System. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  year  two  additional  Fire  Alarm  Boxes  have  been  in- 
stalled. 

No.  415  at  Hazel  and  Mulberry  Streets. 

No.  14  removed  to  May  Street,  South  Attleboro. 

No,  414  installed  at  Pearl  and  Union  Streets. 

1Y2  miles  of  wire  extended. 

Hose  No.  2,  located  at  Union  Street,  has  been  motorized. 

1,000  feet  of  hose  purchased. 

Hose  No.  4 Combination  overhauled  and  painted  and  a new  floor 
layed  at  Union  Street  Station. 


SALARIES. 


Chief  Engineer  $600  per  year 

Assistant  Engineers  200  “ 

Clerk  of  Engineers 100  “ “ 

Call  Captains  in  Center 140  “ “ 

Hosemen  in  Center 125  “ 

Laddermen  in  Center 125  “ “ 

Call  men  at  South  Attleboro  50  “ “ 

Call  men  at  Hebronville  50  “ “ 

Call  men  at  Sybleville  10  “ “ 

Call  men  at  Briggs  Corner  10  “ 

PERMANENT  MEN. 

Captains  $3.50  per  day 

Electrician  3.50  “ “ 

First  year  men 2.50  “ “ 

Second  and  third  year  men 2,75  ‘‘  “ 

Fourth  year  and  over 3.00  “ “ 


Permanent  man  at  Hebronville,  $600  per  year. 


FIRE  RECORD. 

During  the  year  the  City  has  been  free  from  any  serious  fires, 
most  of  the  fire  loss  being  away  from  the  center  of  the  City  where 
there  was  no  water,  or  the  buildings  were  about  destroyed  before  the 
alarm  was  given.  We  consider  the  fire  loss  very  low  for  the  number 
of  alarms  which  occurred  during  the  year,  and  in  our  opinion  this  is 
due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  force  of  permanent  men,  who  arrive 
at  a fire  quickly  and  in  sufficient  numbers  to  fight  the  fire  until  rein- 
forced by  the  call  men.  The  Department  responded  to  one  call  to 
Adamsdale  and  one  call  to  Seekonk  during  the  year.  The  Depart- 
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ment,  including  all  companies,  have  laid  9,356  feet  of  hose,  raised 
856  feet  of  ladders  and  used  1,028  gallons  of  chemical  during  the  year. 
The  Department  has  responded  to  the  following  alarms: 

Alarms  from  boxes 33 

Still  alarms  154 

Assembly  calls  3 

190 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  FIRES. 

Building  hres,  (13  chimney  fires) 69 

Brush  and  grass 95 

Dump  6 

Electric  car  1 

Auto  6 

Bill  board  2 

Ash  box  1 

Tar  kettle  1 

Coal  pile  1 

Hay  stack  1 

Taking  flag  from  tree 1 

Bridge  1 

False  4 

Burning  wire  1 

190 

FIRE  LOSS. 

Value  of  buildings  at  risk  $166,200.00 

Value  of  contents  at  risk  443,700.00 


Total  value  of  property  at  risk $609,900.00 

Insurance  on  buildings  at  risk $162,600.00 

Insurance  on  contents  at  risk 423,200.00 


Total  insurance  on  property  at  risk $585,800.00 

Loss  on  buildings $21,533.86 

Loss  on  contents 5,518.36 


$27,052.22 

Insurance  paid  on  buildings  and  contents $18,377.21 


Loss  not  covered  by  insurance $8,774.01 

FIRE  PREVENTION. 

Fire  prevention  today  means  special  care  on  the  part  of  every 
one  by  preventing  the  accumulation  of  waste  paper,  rubbish  or  any 
inflamable  material  in  the  cellar  or  about  the  premises.  Hot  ashes 
should  never  be  thrown  into  a wooden  receptacle.  Care  should  also 
be  taken  regarding  stove  cleaning  cloths,  oil  dust-cloths  and  mops. 
They  should  never  be  allowed  in  a closet  where  they  may  cause  a 
fire  by  spontaneous  combustion. 

We  believe  in  regular  inspection  of  buildings  by  the  members 
of  the  department  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  do  this  without  a 
shortage  of  men.  The  apparatus  must  be  covered  with  men  in  readi- 
ness at  all  times.  With  the  present  number  of  permanent  men,  none 
can  be  spared  to  inspect  buildings  regularly. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  made  a test  of  water  service 
the  past  summer  at  the  lower  end  of  Summer  Street.  There  is  a 
number  of  large  buildings  in  that  section,  and  the  water  supply  is 
not  sufficient  to  handle  a fire  of  any  size.  This  condition,  as  reported 
in  last  year’s  report,  exists  on  North  Avenue  beyond  the  Car  Barn. 
The  condition  on  Holden  Street  has  been  improved  by  the  extension 
of  the  water  main  to  Hope  Street. 

We  recommend  the  purchase  of  a motor  driven  triple  combina- 
tion at  a cost  of  $8,500.  This  piece  of  apparatus  consists  of  a pump, 
hose  and  chemical  truck  combined  into  one  piece  of  apparatus.  With 
such  a piece  of  apparatus  we  could  obtain  two  1%  inch  streams  at  the 
places  above  mentioned  as  well  as  find  valuable  use  for  this  kind  of 
apparatus  in  the  outlying  sections  where  it  is  necessary  to  lay  long 
lines  of  hose,  which  reduces  the  pressure.  The  value  of  a pump  to 
the  centre  of  our  city  cannot  be  over  estimated.  Numerous  lines  of 
fire  hose  will  reduce  the  water  pressure,  making  them  almost  use- 
less if  needed  at  the  top  of  such  buildings  as  the  Bronson  or  Bates 
Blocks,  but  with  the  aid  of  a pump,  the  lines  most  needed  can  be 
reinforced.  Again,  if  an  accident  happens  to  our  water  main  in  the 
centre,  with  a pumping  engine  at  hand  to  draw  from  the  Ten  Mile 
River,  we  are  sure  of  at  least  two  fire  streams. 

We  recommend  that  a fire  alarm  box  be  placed  in  the  locality  of 
Robinson  Avenue  and  Brown  Street  at  a cost  of  $150.  We  recom- 
mend that  the  companies  located  in  Hebronville  and  South  Attleboro, 
Hose  Nos.  4 and  5 and  Ladder  No.  2,  have  their  pay  increased  from 
$50  to  $75,  and  the  Captains  from  $50  to  $100  per  year. 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  the  Honorable 
City  Council,  and  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  for  the  inter- 
est manifested  in  this  Department;  to  the  Police  Department  for 
their  assistance  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Department  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HIRAM  R.  PACKARD.  Chief. 

FRED  A.  CLARK,  1st  Ass  t Chief. 

CRAIG  C.  POPE,  2nd  Ass’t  Chief. 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  1917. 


Permanent  Payroll  $20,213.56 

Call  Men  Payroll 5,830.00 

Hydrants  14,700.00 

Coal  and  Wood 1,100.00 

Hay  and  Grain 1,000.00 

Electric  Lights  and  Gas 175.00 

Maintenance  of  Automobiles 650.00 

Maintenance  of  Fire  Alarm  System 350.00 

Repairs  on  Stations 500.00 

Plumbing  300.00 

Telephones  250.00 

Laundry  100.00 

Water  Service  in  Stations 150.00 

Chemical  Supplies  100.00 

Blacksmithing  50.00 

Matches,  Oil  and  Soap 90.00 

Harness  Supplies  and  Repairs 50.00 

Auto  Hire  for  Engineers 225.00 

Express,  P.  O.  Supplies,  Printing  and  Clerical 

Supplies  50.00 

Rubber  Coats  50.00 

Horse  Hire  50.00 

Auto  Licenses  20.00 

Disinfectant,  Dustlayers  55.00 

Fire  Police  50.00 

Bedding,  Paint,  Hardware,  Brooms,  Brushes, 

Toilet  Paper,  Boiler  Insurance,  etc 300.00 

$46,408.56 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


New  Alarm  Box $150.00 

Triple  Combination  8,500.00 

Chiefs  Car  1,500.00 

Hebronville  and  South  Attleboro  Call  Men  ad- 
vance   575.00 

$10,725.00 


Total  $57,133.56 


74 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


FORESTRY  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 
Gentlemen:  — 

I have  the  pleasure  herewith  of  submitting  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1916,  as  City  Forester  of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

I have  removed  14  dead  trees,  5 from  South  Main  Street,  1 from 
Pine  Street,  1 from  Maple  Street,  3 from  Forest  Street,  2 from  County 
Street,  1 from  Peck  Street,  1 from  Capron  Street.  Most  of  the  trim- 
ming done  was  that  of  removing  dead  limbs. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  gypsy  moths,  I found  it  necessary  to 
purchase  a power  spray  pump  with  which  I was  able  to  do  a great 
deal  more  work. 

I was  also  successful  in  obtaining  from  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  with  their  assistance  the  Shiedius  kuvane, 
a parasite  that  destroys  the  eggs  of  the  gypsy  moth. 

About  75,000  of  these  parasites  were  distributed  in  the  different 
gypsy  moth  colonies  throughout  the  city. 

The  results  are  noticable  of  the  Calosoma  sycophanta  (the  para- 
site that  feeds  on  the  gypsy  moth  catapilla)  which  was  placed  in 
two  colonies  last  year. 

There  is  a large  decrease  in  the  brown  tail  moths  but  an  increase 
in  the  gypsy  moths. 

I ask  the  co-operation  of  the  property  owners  in  the  control  of 
injurious  insects  by  removing  worthless  trees  from  their  orchards 
and  cementing  cavaties  in  trees  left  standing. 

There  are  large  cavaties  in  many  of  the  shade  trees  which  I 
would  like  to  cement,  hoping  that  the  appropriation  is  sufficiently 
large  to  attend  to  this  work. 

I recommend  that  $2,300  be  appropriated  for  use  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  S.  SMITH, 


City  Forester. 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 
1916. 


Health  Officer 
RALPH  P.  KENT,  M.  D. 


Milk  Inspector  and  Agent 
SOLOMON  FFNE. 


Inspectors  of  Plumbing 

ARTHUR  B.  READ.  JOSEPH  M.  SEAGRAVES. 


Inspector  of  Slaughtering 
HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  S. 


Inspector  of  Cattle 
HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  S. 


Clerk 

MARY  L.  MILLER. 


Burial  Permits 
STEPHEN  H.  FOLEY. 


City  Dentist 

EDMUND  M.  WEBB,  D.  M.  D. 


Examining  Physician  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
RALPH  P.  KENT,  M.  D. 


Population  

Births 

Still-Births  

Deaths  

Deaths  under  1 year 


STATISTICS. 

18,480 

32G 

22 


249  (Excluding  Still-Births) 
36  (Excluding  Still-Births) 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


December  15,  1916. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Members  of  the  Municipal  Council; 

Gentlemen: — The  Health  Officer  hereby  submits  for  your  con- 
sideration and  approval  his  second  annual  report  of  the  different  di- 
visions of  our  department  ending  December  15,  1916. 

The  new  Rules  and  Regulations  have  become  operative  and  seem 
to  take  care  of  the  present  requirements  of  the  city  so  far  as  is  pos- 
sible at  the  present  time. 

The  routine  work  of  the  department  has  again  increased  this 
year  owing  partly  to  local  necessities,  and  partly  to  burdens  added 
by  the  State  Department  of  Health,  whose  aim  at  present  seems  to 
be  to  shift  all  the  responsibility  and  work  on  to  the  local  departments. 

Our  dairy  inspection  and  laboratory  examination  has  been  con- 
tinued and  much  good  work  done  in  this  respect.  Last  year  we  ac- 
complished considerable  in  improving  the  quality  of  our  milk — this 
year  we  have  made  improvements  in  quality  and  also  have  we  made 
determined  efforts  to  improve  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk;  to  a cer- 
tain extent  we  have  had  co-operation  of  the  milk  producers.  We 
know  that  dirty  milk  is  not  healthy  and  that  it  sours  quickly  and 
ultimately  the  dairymen  producing  the  best  milk  of  cleanest  quality 
will  get  the  business.  We  can  say  that  at  the  present  time,  in  gen- 
eral, The  milk  sold  in  the  city  is  of  better  quality  and  far  cleaner 
than  ever  before. 

We  hope  we  may  have  the  co-operation  of  the  public  in  our  ef- 
forts to  demand  clean  milk  and  to  that  end  we  are  keeping  the  labora- 
tory open  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  so  that  the 
retailers  of  milk  and  the  housewives  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
learning  who  sells  clean  milk. 

Inspection  of  bakeries,  ice  cream  plants  and  restaurants  ' has 
been  carried  out  and  all  found  to  be  in  better  condition  than  might 
be  expected. 

After  a slight  campaign  upon  the  ice  cream  question,  we  found 
that  all  of  the  dealers  came  up  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Standard. 

During  the  heat  of  our  campaign  for  clean  milk,  seven  dealers 
saw  fit  to  go  out  of  business.  Along  this  line  I will  say  it  is  the 
intention  of  this  Department  to  refuse  to  grant  licenses  to  any  pro- 
ducer whose  dairy  and  barn  do  not  meet  with  our  requirements. 

We  have  licensed  all  the  manicurists,  and  licensed  two  boarding 
houses  for  infants,  have  also  investigated  all  complaints  and  abated 
as  far  as  possible  the  existing  nuisances. 
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This  was  the  second  year  of  the  Local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary:  — 
we  have  examined  39  patients:  14  Tubercular,  13  Non-Tubercular,  12 
Suspects,  since  January  1st.  The  Dispensary  work  is  becoming  more 
extensive  and  more  important  and  when  we  are  provided  with  an 
open  air  school  will  be  of  much  more  benefit  than  at  the  present  time. 
We  have  at  the  present  time,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, 76  Tubercular  patients  in  the  City  and  11  in  the  Sanatoria  (each 
one  of  whom  is  costing  us  approximately  $5  per  week). 

I am  grateful  to  the  physicians  of  the  City  for  their  assistance  in 
reporting  all  contagious  diseases  promptly. 

It  is  the  aim  of  this  Department  to  have  constantly  on  hand  at 
our  supply  station  at  The  Lilly  Co.  an  ample  supply  of  culture  tubes, 
Widals’  sputum  boxes  and  containers,  antitoxin,  anti-typhoid  vaccine, 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis  serum,  and  in  fact  all  the  supplies  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  assistance  of  the  physicians. 

I believe  that  a severe  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  was  narrowly 
averted  by  the  watchfulness  of  the  School  Physician. 

I also  wish  to  congratulate  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  for 
the  sand  displayed  in  furnishing  the  City  with  a School  Nurse  where- 
as it  is  up  to  the  City  to  do  this  and  not  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  So- 
ciety. 

I wish  to  again  thank  the  School  Physician  for  his  earnest  co- 
operation, also  do  I wish  to  thank  the  District  Nurses  (whose  work 
is  such  a necessary  help  to  this  Department)  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Associated  Charities  for  their  endeavors  in  behalf  of  the  needy 
sick. 

In  closing,  I wish  to  commend  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic  and 
hope  that  the  teachers  will  see  fit  to  co-operate  more  closely  and 
faithfully  with  the  City  Dentist  in  the  future  than  they  have  in  the 
past. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RALPH  P.  KENT, 

Health  Officer. 
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Diseases  Dangerous  to  the  Public  Health. 

Diseases  declared  by  the  State  Department  of  Plealth  to  be  danger- 
ous to  the  public  health,  and  so  reportable  by  law.  Householders 
and  physicians  must  give  immediate  notice  to  the  local  Board  of 
Health  of  all  cases  of: 

Actinomycosis 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

(Infantile  Paralysis) 

Anthrax 
Asiatic  Cholera 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Chicken  Pox 
Diphtheria 
Dog-bite 
Dysentery 

a.  Amebic 

b.  Bacillary 
Glanders 
German  Measles 
Hookworm  Disease 
Leprosy 
Malaria 
Measles 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births  Still-Births  Deaths 

326  22  249  (excluding  Still-Births > 


The  following  contagious  diseases  were  reported  to  the  Health 
Department  from  December  15,  1915,  to  December  15,  1916: 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Anterior  Poliomyelitis) 1 

Chicken  Pox  16 

Dog-bite  (2  Rabid  dog) 13 

Diphtheria 43 

Measles  2SC 

Mumps  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  2 

Scarlet  Fever  37 

Supperative  Conjunctivitis  1 

Typhoid  Fever  12 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms  34 

Trachoma  1 

Whooping  Cough 10 


The  minimum  period  of  quarantine  or  isolation  for  the  above 
diseases: — 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  3 weeks  after  death  or  recovery. 
Diphtheria,  15  days  and  thereafter  until  two  successive  negative 
cultures  have  been  obtained. 

Scarlet  Fever,  at  least  30  days.  Chicken  Pox,  2 weeks.  Mumps, 
3 \veeks.  Whooping  Cough,  7 weeks. 

Anterior  Poliomelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis),  3 to  6 weeks. 

Deaths  by  Ages. 

(Still-Births  Excluded) 

Dec.  15,  1915,  to  Dec.  15,  1916. 

Male 

Deaths  of  persons  under  1 year 15 

Deaths  of  persons  1 to  2 years 5 

Deaths  of  persons  2 to  3 years 0 

Deaths  of  persons  3 to  4 years 2 

Deaths  of  persons  4 to  5 years 0 

Deaths  of  persons  5 to  10  years 4 


Female 

21 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

Supperative  Conjunctivitis 

Mumps 

Pellagra 

Plague 

Rabies 

Scarlet  Fever 

Septic  Sore  Throat 

Smallpox 

Trachoma 

Tetanus 

Trichinosis 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms,- 
Typhoid  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 
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Deaths  of  persons  10  to  15  years 1 1 

Deaths  of  persons  15  to  20  years 4 1 

Deaths  of  persons  20  to  30  years 10  8 

Deaths  of  persons  30  to  40  years 12  13 

Deaths  of  persons  40  to  50  years 7 6 

Deaths  of  persons  50  to  60  years 19  13 

Deaths  of  persons  60  to  70  years 18  18 

Deaths  of  persons  70  to  80  years 21  19 

Deaths  of  persons  over  80  years 11  10 


129  120 


Deaths  by  Months. 
(Still-Births  Excluded) 
From  December  15,  1915. 


January  

February  

March 

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  

September  

October  

November  

December  15  (inclusive) 


46 

Male 

25 

Female 

21 

30 

12 

18 

22 

13 

9 

19 

8 

11 

22 

13 

9 

20 

4 

16 

18 

10 

8 

21 

14 

7 

16 

9 

7 

10 

8 

2 

16 

9 

7 

9 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

249 

129 

120 

Causes  of  Deaths. 

(Still-Births  Excluded) 

Dec.  15,  1915,  to  Dec.  15,  1916. 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary  

Tuberculosis,  other  than  pulmonary 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Typhoid  Fever  

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  

Lobar  Pneumonia  

Broncho  Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Diseases  of  the  Heart 

Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord 

Cancer  

Diseases  of  the  Kidney 

Accidental  Deaths 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Arterio  Sclerosis  

Appendicitis  

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  

Pernicious  Anemia  

Septicemia  

Peritonitis  

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  

Other  causes  


16 

4 

0 

4 
0 
1 
1 

5 

18 

11 

4 

27 

9 

25 

25 

22 

3 

15 
0 

16 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

38 


249 
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REPORT  OF  DR.  E.  M.  WEBB,  CITY  DENTIST. 

Attleboro,  December  19,  1916. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Kent.  Health  Officer.  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  — 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  City  Dentist  for  the  term  of  service 
from  April  1,  1916,  to  December  19,  1916. 


Number  of  patients 116 

Total  registration  224 

Amalgam  fillings  60 

Copper  cement  fillings 27 

Treatments  with  arsenic 15 

Pulps  removed  with  arsenic S 

Extractions  289 

Root  canal  fillings 10 

Putrescent  pulp  treatments 31 

Ether  cases  2 

Full  upper  and  lower  false  teeth  (1  of  each) 2 

Abscesses  lanced  3 

Pulps  removed  with  cocaine 2 

Prophylaxis  106 

Total  operations  555 

Total  amount  of  money  collected S9.95 

Paid  for  appointment  cards  83.00 

Paid  for  mercury  1.75 

Paid  for  local  anaesthetic 85 

Paid  for  2 ounces  alloy 3.00 

88.60 


Leaving  a total  of 81.35 


I would  commend  to  you  the  fine  aid  given  me  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association.  Associated  Charities,  and  also  the  new  School 
Nurse,  who  made  all  of  the  appointments  and  investigations. 

It  was  found  impossible  to  run  the  clinic  during  the  summer 
months  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  make  the  children  keep  the 
appointments. 

I would  also  commend  to  you  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  who  very  kindly  turned  over  all  the  supplies  which 
they  had  left  from  the  Clinic  last  year.  This  kept  the  supply  bill 
down  to  practically  nothing. 

I would  recommend  the  appropriation  of  825  in  addition  to  the 
regular  appropriation,  to  take  care  of  the  supply  bill  for  the  following 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

EDMUND  M.  WEBB.  D.  M.  D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGHTER. 


Attleboro,  December  15,  1916. 

Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent,  Health  Officer,  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  — 

I hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Slaughter  for  the  cur- 
rent year  ending  December  1,  1916. 

Slaughter  house  and  field  inspection  records  show  that  there  were 
1,021  carcasses  dressed  and  stamped  for  food. 

Cattle,  239.  Hogs,  541.  Calves,  241. 

CONDEMNED — Cattle:  4 for  General  Tuberculosis. 

1 for  Tumor. 

1 for  Jaundice. 

Hogs:  2 for  Tuberculosis. 

7 for  Hog  Cholera. 

2 for  Measly  Pork  (Trichinosis). 

1 for  Anemia. 

These  diseased  carcasses  were  disposed  of  either  by  rendering 
or  after  they  had  been  saturated  with  carbolic  acid  and  disposed  of 
by  burial. 

Rejected  on  Anti-Mortem  Inspection:  4 calves  for  being  under 
weight.  3 cattle  due  to  emaciation.  5 hogs,  3 due  to  Urticaria,  and  2 
due  to  being  boar  pigs. 

I report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  a blank  form  every  three 
months  as  to  my  inspection.  The  State  Board  of  Health  Inspectors 
make  frequent  inspections  regarding  this  work. 

Yours  respectfully, 

HUGH  GAW,  V.  S., 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS. 

Attleboro,  December  15,  1916. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council:  — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  from  April 
1,  1915,  to  December  15,  1916. 

Contagious  diseases  of  animals  under  provision  of  Chapter  90, 
Section  28,  shall  include  glanders,  farcy,  mange,  contagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia, tuberculosis,  Texas  Fever,  foot  and  mouth  disease,  rinder- 
pest, hog  cholera,  rabies,  anthrax  or  anthroid  diseases,  sheep  scab 
and  actinomycosis. 

Rabies.  Thirteen  dogs  were  quarantined  as  they  had  bitten  same 
number  of  persons  in  the  different  sections  of  this  city.  They  were 
kept  under  observation  for  a certain  period  under  the  suspicion  of 
rabies.  Two  of  these  dogs  developed  rabies  and  were  killed  by  Dog 
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Officer  Winfield  Dunham.  The  heads  of  these  two  dogs  were  forwarded 
to  the  Department  of  Animal  Industry,  Boston,  Mass.  They  reported 
them  to  be  positive  cases.  One  dog  was  destroyed  by  me  at  the 
owner’s  request  after  the  term  of  observation  had  expired.  The  rest 
of  the  dogs  were  released  from  quarantine  as  they  developed  no 
symptoms  of  rabies. 

Tuberculosis.  I quarantined  ten  cows  on  physical  examination. 
All  of  these  cows  proved  to  have  tuberculosis.  They  were  killed  by 
me  in  the  owner’s  presence  and  they  all  proved  to  be  afflicted  with 
tuberculosis.  After  the  carcasses  had  been  saturated  with  carbolic 
acid  they  were  buried.  In  each  case  the  owner  received  compensation 
from  the  Department  of  Animal  Industry. 

One  hog  was  found  to  exist  with  tuberculosis  and  it  was  de- 
stroyed. 

Glanders.  Three  horses  were  quarantined  under  the  suspicion 
of  having  glanders.  Blood  tests  were  made  and  two  of  these  tests 
proved  to  be  negative  and  the  other  one  positive.  The  positive  case, 
the  horse  was  killed  and  rendered  by  N.  Roy  & Son, 

Hog  Cholera.  Hog  Cholera  was  found  to  exist  in  three  different 
piggeries.  The  Department  of  Animal  Industry  was  called  in  and 
they  vaccinated  all  the  pigs  with  hog  cholera  serum.  In  one  piggery 
they  saved  100%  of  the  pigs.  In  one  case  25%  were  lost  and  in  the 
other  case  90%  were  saved. 

I would  suggest  to  all  swine  breeders  to  be  careful  about  visiting 
other  piggeries  as  this  is  a very  infectious  disease  and  is  carried  on 
shoes  and  clothing,  and  I should  also  recommend  to  swine  breeders 
to  call  in  the  Department  of  Animal  Industry  to  vaccinate  all  the 
stock  as  the  only  charge  made  by  this  department  is  for  the  serum 
they  use. 

Tuberculine  test.  Fifty-nine  Inter-state  cattle  were  shipped  into 
the  City  of  Attleboro  and  they  were  all  tested  with  Tuberculine  by 
me  to  make  sure  that  they  were  free  from  tuberculosis  before  being 
released  from  quarantine. 

Wherever  a contagious  disease  was  found  to  exist  the  owners 
were  compelled  to  clean  and  disinfect  their  stables. 

Yours  respectfully, 

HUGH  GAW,  V.  S., 

Inspector  of  Animals. 


REPORT  OF  CATTLE  INSPECTOR. 

Attleboro,  Jan.  16,  1917. 

Mayor  Harold  E.  Sweet, 

Dear  Sir;  — 

As  Cattle  Inspector,  at  your  request  I submit  my  report  from 
Jan.  1,  1916,  to  March  31,  1916.  I visited  138  stables  and  found:  720 

cows,  193  young  cattle,  25  bulls,  6 oxen,  714  swine,  4 sheep,  3 goats. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


E.  V.  CARPENTER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


83 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 
TO  CITY  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

City  Health  Officer,  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Sir:  — 


The  following  report  of  work  performed  by  the  Inspector  of  Plumb- 
ing during  the  year  1916  is  hereby  submitted. 


Permits  granted  for  plumbing  during  1916 146 

Number  of  new  buildings  22 

Number  of  plumbing  in  old  buildings 124 

Number  of  water-closets  installed  120 

Number  of  sinks  installed  101 

Number  of  wash  trays  installed 14 

Number  of  lavatories  installed  79 

Number  of  slop  sinks  installed 2 

Number  of  bath-tubs  installed  68 

Number  of  changes  in  work  by  order  of  Inspector 37 

Number  of  sewer  joints  inspected 215 

Number  of  consultations  of  plumbers  with  owners 68 

Number  of  registered  plumbers  in  Attleboro 42 

Number  of  inspections  made  in  plumbing 152 

Number  of  sewer  connections  60 

Number  of  urinals  installed  8 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  B.  READ. 


SUMMARY  REPORT  OF 
MILK  AND  DAIRY  INSPECTION. 

Attleboro,  December  15,  1916. 


To  Dr.  R.  P.  Kent,  Health  Officer, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

I hereby  submit  my  report  as  Milk  Inspector  and  Agent  for  the 
Health  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  1,  1916.  The  re- 
port consists  of  a summary  of  the  work  done  during  1916  in  safe- 
guarding the  food  supply  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  although  special 
emphasis  can  be  laid  on  the  inspection  of  milk  and  milk  products. 
The  whole  work  was  considered  and  dealt  with  from  two  view-points. 

1.  Chemical  Quality. 

This  work  includes  the  chemical  analysis  of  milk,  cream  and  ice 
cream.  Samples  of  each  of  the  above  were  secured  from  the  producer 
as  well  as  the  distributor  and  in  each  case  were  subjected  to  a com- 
plete chemical  analysis,  in  so  far  as  the  equipment  of  the  laboratory 
of  the  Attleboro  Health  Department  permitted. 
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A brief  summary  of  the  chemical  analysis: 

Total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  and  analyzed.  . 635 

Milk  samples  from  producers  and  peddlers  now 

in  business  367 

Milk  samples  from  producers  and  peddlers  now 

out  of  business 141 

Average  fat,  content 3.73% 

Average  total  solids,  content 12.26% 

Samples  below  standard 90  or  17.71% 

Samples  found  to  contain  added  water 6 or  1.18% 

Samples  having  part  of  cream  removed 4 or  0.79% 

Milk  samples  taken  from  stores  and  restaurants.  . . . 127 

Average  fat,  content •. 3.29% 

Average  total  solids,  content 11.93% 

Samples  below  standard 44  or  34.65% 

Samples  found  to  contain  added  water 8 or  6.30% 

Samples  having  part  of  cream  removed 10  or  7.88% 

Samples  having  both  added  water  and  cream  re- 
moved   6 or  4.88% 

Total  number  of  cream  samples  taken  and  analyzed  29 

Average  fat  content 28.% 

Total  number  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  and  an- 
alyzed   36 

Average  fat  content 11.52% 

Samples  below  7.%  fat  content 5 or  14.% 

Samples  containing  unusual  amount  of  filler...  8 or  22.% 


A more  complete  report  may  prove  more  interesting  and  useful 


and  is  consequently 

included 

here. 

Name  No. 

. of  samples 

Average  fat 

Aver,  total  solids 

Below 

Adulter- 

taken 

content 

content 

standard 

ated 

Alger,  Isaac  

. . 13 

4.24 

12.77 

1 

0 

Alpert,  Samuel  . . . . 

. . 3 

3.28 

11.71 

2 

0 

Anderson,  August  . . 

. . 2 

3.30 

11.82 

2 

0 

Bauer,  Christopher  . 

. . 13 

3.76 

12.18 

1 

0 

Bliss,  T.  K 

. . 25 

3.82 

12.01 

5 

0 

Bowen,  William  B.. 

. . 29 

3.32 

11.68 

12 

0 

Cole,  Pearl  

. . 27 

3.51 

12.15 

7 

0 

Cooper,  Fred  

. . 6 

4.18 

12.94 

0 

0 

Edgwater  Dairy  . . . . 

. . 18 

3.56 

. 12.14 

5 

0 

Fine,  Charles  

..  27 

3.86 

12.54 

1 

0 

Friedman,  Samuel  . . 

. . 21 

3.76 

12.38 

4 

0 

Globus,  Michael  . . . . 

..  22 

3.98 

12.75 

2 

0 

Guimond,  H.  B 

. . 11 

3.38 

12.05 

2 

0 

Hogberg,  Kenneth  . . 

. . 14 

3.83 

12.27 

1 

0 

Horton,  Frank  0.  . . . 

. . 12 

3.95 

12.38 

3 

❖ 

Kaufman,  S.  C 

. . 29 

3.94 

12.25 

8 

JL 

t 

Kimball,  A.  L 

..  17 

3.48 

12.03 

6 

0 

Kindberg,  August  . . 

. . 4 

3.69 

11.96 

2 

0 

Kratsch,  W.  R 

..  22 

3.58 

12.13 

5 

0 

Kratsch,  C.  E 

. . 8 

3.77 

12.16 

3 

0 

Newton,  Walter  . . . . 

. . 2 

3.72 

11.83 

1 

0 

Perry,  Frank  S 

. . 12 

3.74 

12.32 

3 

0 

Smith,  A.  D 

. . 2 

4.13 

13.13 

0 

0 

Tingly,  J.  0 

. . 9 

4.15 

12.78 

0 

0 

Wendell,  Olof  0 

. . 19 

3.80 

12.32 

1 

0 

*Two  samples  had  added  water. 
tFour  samples  had  added  water. 
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A word  of  explanation  regarding  the  term  “samples  below  stand- 
ard” seems  in  place  now.  The  Massachusetts  standard  for  pure  milk 
is,  fat  content  3.35%  and  total  solids  12.15%.  Yet  pure  milk  very 
often  falls  below  this  set  standard  and  consequently  has  to  be  classed 
as  below  standard.  Whenever  the  milk  was  considerably  below  stand- 
ard the  person  from  whom  the  sample  was  taken  was  notified  that 
unless  improvement  in  quality  takes  place  within  21  days  the  case 
would  be  prosecuted. 

On  the  whole  the  chemical  quality  of  the  milk  now  sold  in  Attle- 
boro has  been  brought  to  a high  standard.  Only  two  dealers  were 
found  with  adulterated  milk  during  the  past  year.  One  improved 
immediately,  on  notification  and  the  other  is  on  the  road  to  improve- 
ment. The  most  of  the  poor  milk  sold  in  Attleboro  was  that  put  out 
by  the  stores  and  restaurants.  Almost  all  of  the  stores  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  sold  milk  from  cans  delivered  by  the  milkman.  The  milk 
was  seldom  mixed  and  as  a result  the  product  sold  was  not  of  uni- 
form quality,  A large  percentage  of  the  milk  was  adulterated,  not 
only  by  watering  and  skimming  but  often  by  both  at  the  same  time. 
However,  constant  supervision  brought  about  a marked  change,  for 
now  very  few  of  the  stores  sell  milk  other  than  in  bottles  filled  and 
capped  in  the  dairy  and  as  delivered  by  the  milkman.  The  improve- 
ment in  quality  might  be  noted  here. 


First  Six  Months  of  Year. 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  from  stores  and 


restaurants  

Samples  below  standard 40  or  76.92% 

Samples  having  added  water 8 or  15.58% 

Samples  having  cream  partially  removed 10  or  19.26% 


Samples  being  both  skimmed  and  watered. ...  6 or  11.55% 

Second  Six  Months  of  Year. 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  from  stores  and 


restaurants  

Samples  below  standard 4 or  5.33% 

Samples  adulterated  0 


52 


75 


The  dealers  and  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  who  sold  a product 
that  was  considered  below  standard,  were  immediately  notified  and 
they  promptly  improved  their  ice  cream. 


2.  Cleanliness  or  Sanitary  Conditions. 

The  supervision  of  the  cleanliness,  especially  of  milk  and  ice 
cream,  might  well  be  considered  the  most  important  and  the  most 
necessary  work  of  this  department.  This  is  true  largely  because  of 
the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  State  now  exercises  little  if  any  supervision  of  this  char- 
acter, the  work  being  left  almost  entirely  to  local  authorities,  whereas 
their  supervision  of  chemical  quality  is  stringent. 

2.  The  public  knows  little  (and  often  cares  less)  of  the  sanitary 
conditions  under  which  their  food  is  produced. 

3.  The  cleanliness  of  milk  sold  in  Attleboro  is  far  below  the 
standard  and  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
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4.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  some  of  the  dairies  producing 
milk  for  Attleboro  is  very  poor  and  continues  to  be  so  unless  re- 
peated inspections  are  made. 

5.  The  sanitary  condition  of  almost  all  of  the  places  where  ice 
cream  is  manufactured  in  Attleboro  is  truly  deplorable  and  needs 
immediate  attention. 

This  branch  of  the  work  of  this  Department  can  be  divided 
under  the  following  heads: 

A.  Stores  Where  Food  Is  Sold. 

Almost  all  of  the  stores  within  the  city  limits  were  visited  and 
inspected.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  places,  such  as  ice-chests  and  refrigerators,  where  food  was 
stored.  Wherever  it  was  necessary,  recommendations  and  even  re- 
quests, were  made.  After  a reasonable  lapse  of  time  a second  in- 
spection was  made  to  ascertain  if  the  requirements  have  been  com- 
plied with.  On  the  whole  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  stores  were 
fairly  satisfactory. 

B.  Bakeries. 

All  of  the  bakeries  in  the  City  of  Attleboro  were  inspected.  Recom- 
mendations were  made  which  would  lead  to  the  exclusion  of  dust 
and  flies  from  places  where  food  was  made  and  kept.  In  this  re- 
spect as  well  as  in  nearly  all  other  sanitary  requirements,  the 
bakeries  were  well  up  to  the  mark.  Those  which  were  not,  speedily 
complied  with  what  was  pointed  out  as  being  necessary. 

C.  Ice  Cream  Plants. 

All  of  the  ice  cream  plants  in  Attleboro  were  visited  at  least 
several  times  during  the  summer.  With  the  exception  of  one,  all  of 
them  are  not  whorthy  of  recommendation,  and  should  be  forced  to 
make  radical  changes  another  year.  The  ice  cream  plants  here  are 
located  in  damp  cellars  where  no  sunlight  could  enter  during  any 
part  of  the  day,  in  fact  the  most  of  them  are  even  without  windows. 
Such  places  are  impossible  to  keep  clean  even  with  the  best  of  care. 
In  short  they  are  places  unfit  for  the  production  of  food  which  is  so 
easily  contaminable  as  is  ice  cream. 


D.  Dairies. 

It  was  the  plan  this  year  to  inspect  each  dairy  before  a license 
could  be  granted.  For  the  most  part  this  was  done.  Because  of  in- 
adequate means  of  transportation  it  was  impossible  to  continue  the 
system  of  monthly  inspections  of  all  dairies  selling  milk  in  Attle- 
boro, which  was  begun  last  year.  And  because  of  this  irregular 
supervision,  the  scores  of  the  dairies  dropped  in  nearly  every  case. 

In  regard  to  the  inspection  and  scoring  of  dairies  it  can  be  said 
that  unless  the  work  is  carried  on  continuously  it  is  almost  altogether 
useless.  Hence  the  records  of  the  dairies  presented  in  this  report 
cannot  be  taken  as  a direct  measure  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
these  places.  Furthermore,  in  the  majority  of  cases  only  one  in- 
spection was  made  and  that  in  the  busy  season  of  the  year.  Yet 
enough  has  been  observed  to  convince  the  Inspector  that  some  of  the 
dairies  have  not  improved  and  do  not  mean  to  'improve  unless 
forced  to  do  so  by  the  most  drastic  measures. 
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Space  might  be  given  here  for  a brief  summary  of  the  dairy  in- 
spection during  1916. 

Total  number  of  dairies  inspected  and  scored.... 

Total  number  of  dairies  inspected  but  not  scored 

Total  number  of  dairies  inspected 

Average  score  of  dairies 

Dairies  above  80%  7 or 

Dairies  between  70%  and  80% 22  or 

Dairies  between  60%  and  70% 20  or 

Dairies  below  60%  3 or 

Average  number  of  cows  supplying  milk  to  Attle- 
boro   

Average  number  of  quarts  of  milk  sold  daily  in 

Attleboro  

Consumption  per  capita  (18,000  estimated) . . . 

Number  of  producers  or  dairymen  going  out  of 

business  during  1916 

Number  of  producers  discontinuing  the  retail  busi- 
ness   


Complete  Summary  of  Dairy  Inspection. 


Name 

Aver.  No.  of 

Milk  sold 

Grade  at 

Remarks 

cows  kept 

daily,  qts. 

last  insp. 

Alger,  Isaac 

10 

80 

63 

Unsatisfactory 

Albert,  Samuel 

6 

30 

t 

Anderson,  August  . . . 

9 

50 

771/2 

Armstrong,  Wm.  0.  . . 

5 

35 

64 

Bauer,  Christopher  . . 

19 

180 

80 1/2 

Banks,  R.  A 

4 

40 

541/2 

Bliss,  Charles  S 

20 

180 

77 

Bliss,  Albert  A 

12 

60 

75 

Bliss,  T.  K 

'■t: 

500 

89 

Bowen,  William  B... 

15 

150 

721/2 

Cargill,  Walter  B.... 

4 

25 

451/2 

Unsatisfactory 

Brown,  E.  B 

6 

40 

Out  of  business 

Carpenter,  Harry  L.  . 

12 

130 

751/2 

Carpenter,  John  H... 

10 

100 

t 

City  Farm  

6 

30 

641/2 

Cobb,  Mrs.  (Edgewater  Dairy)  24 

130 

80 1/2 

Cole,  F.  W 

6 

40 

69 

Cole,  Perle  

32 

200 

821/2 

Cooper,  Alvin  

Was  refused  a li- 
cense, so  now  sells 
out  of  State 

Cooper,  Fred  

JL 

t 

Refuses  to  answer 
questions 

Fine,  Charles  

15 

120 

80 1/2 

Fischbach,  John 

2 

25 

681/2 

Friedman,  Samuel  . . 

18 

130 

79 

No  longer  retails 

Globus,  Michael  

14 

80 

781/2 

Gorman,  George 

7 

50 

t 

Jones,  James  

10 

80 

t 

Guimond,  H.  B 

350 

82 

Guimond,  Joseph  . . . 

16 

110 

t 

Hogberg,  Kenneth  . . . 

11 

130 

79 

Horton,  Frank  0 

8 

90 

701/2 

43 

95 

72% 

13.5% 

42.3% 

38.4% 

5.8% 

650 

7,000 
0.39  qt. 

7 

4 
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Complete  Summary  of  Dairy  Inspection — Continued. 
Name  Aver.  No.  of  Milk  sold  Grade  at  Remarks 


cows  kept 

daily,  qts 

lastinsp. 

Jones,  William  .... 

....  5 

20 

70 

No  longer  retails 

Kaufman,  S.  C 

20 

180 

72 

Kimball,  A.  L 

....  15 

140 

731/2 

Kindberg,  August  . 

....  9 

55 

671/2 

Kratsch,  William  R, 

350 

791/2 

Kratsch,  Charles  E. , 

....  27 

180 

72 

Lillibridge,  Charles 

W. . 

4 

30 

JL 

Lindberg,  Andes  . . 

8 

65 

75  V2 

Martin,  Andrew  ... 

....  5 

30 

681/2 

Monroe.  Ben  F 

11 

80 

651/2 

No  longer  sells 

Attleboro 

Newton,  Walter  . . . , 

8 

60 

75 

Pass,  George 

12 

80 

69 

Pedro,  John  

....  9 

60 

71 

Perry,  Frank  M 

....  8 

60 

t 

Perrv,  Frank  S . . . . . 

7 

80 

67 

Pettit.  John  

11 

80 

621/2 

No  longer  retails 

Provost,  John  

4 

50 

79 

Out  of  business 

Reynolds,  V.  I 

No  longer  sells 

Attleboro 

Ross,  A.  G 

4 

40 

75 

Rounds,  E.  B 

30 

t 

Smith,  A.  D 

. . . . 3 

50 

68 

Thayer,  Mrs.  0 

. . . . 17 

150 

72 

Out  of'  business 

Thurbur,  A.  S 

. . . . 3 

25 

55 

Unsatisfactory 

Thurbur,  A.  S.,  Jr.  . 

....  * 

75 

Out  of  business 

Tingley,  J.  0 

8 

50 

71 

Vickerv,  W.  A 

16 

85 

7 

Wall,  Michael 

3 

20 

60  V2 

Unsatisfactory 

Wallace,  Thomas  . . . 

. . . . 2 

35 

68V2 

AVendell,  Olof  0 

40 

400 

84V2 

West,  George  E 

5 

35 

67 

AVilliams,  George  E. 

....  13 

100 

72 

Zilch,  Adam  

10 

60 

7 5 1/2 

No  longer  retails 

*Has  only  dairy 

but 

no  cows. 

, tNot 

scored 

but  satisfactory. 

What  approaches  more  nearly  the  modern  system  of  inspection 
was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1916.  This  is  the  taking  of  milk 
temperatures  and  the  making  of  sediment  tests.  Both  were  done  in 
the  presence  of  the  milkman  or  distributer  and  the  results  shown  here: 


Total  number  of  temperature  tests  made... 88 

Lowest  temperature  of  milk 50 °F. 

Highest  temperature  of  milk 78 °F. 

Total  number  of  sediment  tests  made 98 

Tests  classified  as  very  clean  3 

Tests  classified  as  clean  26 

Tests  classified  as  slightly  dirty  30 

Tests  classified  as  dirty  21 

Tests  classified  as  very  dirty  8 
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Detailed  Record  of  Temperatures  and  Cleanliness. 

Cleanliness 


— 

No.  Of  samples 

Name 

Temp,  below 

Lowest  temp.  Very 

Clean 

Slightly 

Dirty 

Very 

aver.,  deg. 

of  milk  clean 

dirty 

dirt 

Alger,  Isaac  

...  2-4 

58°F. 

3 

1 

Anderson,  August 

1 

Bauer,  Christopher 

8 

70  °F. 

2 

1 

Bliss,  T.  K 

, . . . 2-12 

58°F. 

4 

3 

Bowen,  W.  B 

. . . . 6-12 

60  °F. 

2 

4 

Cooper,  Fred  

1 

1 

1 

Cole,  Perle  

9-10 

68°F. 

1 

5 

Edgewater  Dairy  . , 

, . . . 4-18 

60°F. 

2 

1 

1 

Fine,  Charles 

5-18 

55°F. 

1 

2 

Friedman,  S 

. . . . 13-14 

65°F. 

2 

1 

1 

Globus,  M 

6-8 

60°F. 

2 

1 

1 

Guimond,  H.  B.  . . . 

8-22 

50°F. 

3 

1 

Hogberg,  K 

3 

75°F. 

3 

Horton,  F.  0 

. ...  10-28 

50°F. 

3 

1 

Kaufman 

5-14 

54°F. 

1 

3 

2 

Kimball,  A.  L 

3 

1 

Kindberg,  A 

1 

Kratsch,  W.  R. . . . 

. . . . 5-7 

55°F. 

3 

3 

Kratsch,  C.  E 

8-22 

50°F.  3 

1 

1 

Perry,  Frank  S . . . 

8-10 

60 'F. 

1 

1 

1 

Tingley,  J.  0 

10 

68°F. 

1 

1 

1 

Newton,  W 

1 

Smith,  A.  D 

1 

Wendell,  Olof  0 . . . 

16 

62°F. 

2 

2 

The  above  table  gives  a comparatively  direct  knowledge  of  the 
sanitary  quality  of  the  milk  sold  in  Attleboro.  The  temperature  if 
high  indicates  improper  cooling  and  storage  and  consequently  a high 
bacterial  count.  The  cleanliness  table  may  be  read  directly  to  indi- 
cate the  conditions  under  which  the  milk  is  handled.  Milk  samples 
being  classified  as  dirty  indicate  a dirty  stable,  dirty  cows,  dirty  and 
dusty  utensils  and  improper  care.  However,  there  is  small  relation- 
ship between  the  visible  dirt  in  milk  and  bacterial  count.  Milk  can 
very  often  be  very  dirty  and  yet  have  a low  bacteria  count. 

Considered  as  a whole  the  above  table  rightfully  gives  a very 
poor  impression  of  Attleboro’s  milk  supply.  The  requirement  for 
temperature  in  Massachusetts  is  that  no  milk  shall  be  sold  which  at 
the  time  of  sale  is  above  50  °F.  Yet  in  Attleboro  there  is  hardly  a 
milkman  who  sells  milk  at  a temperature  as  low  as  50 °F.  The  State 
requires  that  no  milk  be  sold  which  has  in  it  visible  dirt  when  passed 
through  a cotton  strainer.  Yet  almost  all  the  milk  sold  in  Attleboro 
has  in  it  visible  dirt,  often  of  a most  sufficient  quantity.  Bacterial 
tests  made  by  the  Milk  Inspector,  of  some  sources  of  Attleboro’s  milk 
supply  (not  in  connection  with  inspection  work  in  Attleboro)  indi- 
cate a bacteria  count  up  in  the  millions. 

It  is  hoped  that  as  soon  as  the  consumer  begins  to  recognize 
the  necessity  of  good  clean  milk,  the  demand  will  compel  the  pro- 
ducer to  make  necessary  changes  that  will  result  in  such  milk.  But 
since  the  consumer  is  often  incompetent  to  recognize  and  distinguish 
apart  milk  of  different  qualities,  a system  of  grading  and  standard- 
ization, if  adopted  by  the  city  might  prove  of  infinitessimal  value  to 
the  consumer  as  well  as  the  producer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


SOLOMON  FINE. 
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MEETINGS  ATTENDED  BY  THE  MILK  INSPECTOR. 

At  the  National  Dairy  Show  in  Springfield,  the  Massachusetts 
Milk  Inspectors’  Association,  together  with  the  International  Milk 
Inspectors’  Association,  held  a convention.  At  this  Attleboro  was 
represented  by  the  Milk  Inspector,  who  is  a member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Association.  Lectures  and  demonstrations  pertaining  to  milk 
inspection  were  attended  by  the  local  Inspector.  From  there  he 
gained  many  ideas  which  are  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  the 
inspection  here. 

The  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Milk  Inspectors, 
held  at  Springfield,  was  also  attended  by  the  local  Inspector.  Here 
also  lectures  by  eminent  authorities  on  milk  subjects  w'ere  enjoyed 
by  the  Attleboro  representative.  In  connection  with  this  meeting  the 
Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agriculture  held  a milk  products  show 
and  a clean  milk  contest.  In  this  Attleboro  entered.  Several  classes 
were  open  into  which  the  Health  Department  or  the  local  milkmen 
could  enter.  The  results  of  this  contest  were  gratifying  for  every 
entry  from  Attleboro  won  a very  commendable  placing. 

Especially  interesting  is  Class  5,  open  to  city  and  town  Health 
Boards,  Samples  of  four  pint  or  quart  bottles  were  taken  from  the 
milk  wagons  or  dairies  and  shipped  to  Amherst  where  they  were 
scored.  The  scoring  was  done  on  the  basis  of  bacteria,  freedom  from 
dirt,  odor,  taste,  appearance  and  chemical  composition.  Attleboro 
stood  seventh,  and  as  follows; 


Brockton  

95.86% 

Williamstown 

89.76% 

Somerville 

92.87% 

Springfield  

89.68% 

Worcester  

92.76% 

Lowell  

87.65% 

Barnstable  

92.75% 

New  Bedford  

86.87% 

Fitchburg  

92.39% 

Westfield 

85.00% 

North  Adams 

92.09% 

Lawrence  

72.00% 

Attleboro 

Winchendon  

92.08% 

91.36% 

Amesbury  

67.87% 

The  individual  standing  of  the  milk  submitted  can  also  be  in- 
cluded. 


First:  Edgewater  Dairy 96.50% 

Second:  A.  L.  Kimball 95.50% 

Third:  Charles  Fine 94.00% 

Fourth:  Christopher  Bauer 93.66% 

Fifth:  Perle  Cole  90.12% 

Sixth:  Olof  O.  Wendell 82.70% 


The  most  of  the  records  are  unusually  good  and  deserve  high 
commendation.  One  thing  worthy  of  note  is  that  the  bacteria  count 
did  not  go  above  80,000  in  any  case  and  in  two  cases  went  as  low  as 
1,600. 

In  Class  1,  open  to  Massachusetts  retail  dealers  for  raw  milk 
produced  in  Massachusetts,  Attleboro  was  again  well  represented. 
Here,  however,  the  competition  was  the  most  severe  for  there  were 
an  unusually  large  number  of  entries,  probably  200.  F.  J.  Clough 
of  Elmwood  Farm,  stood  10th  with  96.10%,  T.  K.  Bliss  stood  12th  with 
96.00%,  and  Charles  Fine  14th  with  95.75%. 

In  Class  3,  for  market  milk  sold  in  Massachusetts  regardless  of 
where  produced,  Attleboro  won  highest  honors.  Out  of  more  than 
fifty  competitors  Charles  Fine  stood  2nd  with  95.75%,  F.  J.  Clough 
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of  Elmwood  Farm  3rd  with  95.70%  and  J.  O.  Tingley  4th  with 
93.74%.  In  Class  6,  open  to  Massachusetts  producers  only,  H.  Car- 
penter was  17th  out  of  possibly  one  hundred,  with  a score  of  95.40%. 

These  records  show  that  the  Attleboro  milk  dealers  can  produce 
clean  milk  when  they  care  to.  Now  it  is  up  to  the  consumers  to  force 
them  to  do  so.  If  they  will  demand  a product  of  high  quality  they 
can  get  it. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SOLOMON  FINE, 

Milk  Inspector  and  Agent  for  Health  Dept. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I would  recommend  that  ice  cutting  be  abolished  upon  the  City 
water  supply. 

I would  recommend  that  money  be  appropriated  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a public  swimming  pool. 

I would  recommend  that  the  City  hold  two  clean-up  days  a year. 

I would  recommend  that  all  back  yards,  barns  and  dumps  be  kept 
in  as  neat  and  clean  a condition  as  possible  in  order  that  the  Health 
Department  may  do  its  share,  the  ensuing  year,  in  keeping  down  the 
expected  epidemic  of  Infantile  Paralysis  and  other  contagious  diseases. 

I most  strongly  urge  that  money  be  appropriated  to  equip  a lab- 
oratory for  the  examination  of  food  products  and  milk — without  this 
our  department  is  greatly  handicapped  in  its  work. 

I would  recommend  that  money  be  appropriated  for  supplies  for 
the  Dental  Clinic. 

R.  P.  KENT, 

Health  Officer. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS 


Attleboro.  Mass.,  December  21,  1916. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 
Gentlemen:  — 

The  Park  Commissioners  herewith  submit  their  report  for  the 
year  1916: — 

During  the  year  there  has  been  but  very  little  done  in  the  way 
of  permanent  improvements.  We  had  an  unusually  cool,  wet  season, 
consequently,  we  had  to  keep  everlastingly  at  it  to  keep  the  weeds 
down.  The  lawns  had  to  be  mown  often  which  is  quite  an  item  con- 
sidering the  large  territory  that  has  to  be  cut. 

The  Park  is  in  a presentable  condition  for  the  winter, — the  beds 
have  all  been  cleaned  and  edges  cut.  A Park  wants  to  be  made  as 
attractive  as  possible  the  entire  year. 

The  shrubs  and  trees  in  the  triangle,  leading  from  the  Pierian 
rustic  house  to  the  zoo,  was  donated  by  the  Pierian  Club,  also  the 
maple  grove  in  front  of  the  rustic  house. 

In  1911  Mr.  C.  O.  Sweet  donated  a grove  of  purple  leaf  beech, — 
all  are  alive  and  doing  nicely.  They  are  a slow  growing  tree  but  in  a 
few  years  they  will  make  a very  pretty  showing. 

Last  year  the  trees  in  the  Park  had  a thorough  trimming. 

Athletic  Field. 

We  commenced  operations  on  the  Athletic  Field,  October  1st. 
v/ith  the  expectation  of  completing  same  this  fall  but  did  not  succeed 
in  doing  so  owing  to  lack  of  funds.  Mayor  Sw^eet  said  there  would  be 
a little  money  available  from  the  Capron  Estate.  We  undertook  to 
raise  the  balance  of  the  amount  required  by  subscription  and  it  was 
the  hardest  task  we  ever  undertook, — we  don’t  propose  to  repeat  it. 
A few  donated  very  liberally,  and  a few  with  lesser  amounts.  We 
got  more  knocks  than  money.  Some  did  not  hesitate  to  express  them- 
selves very  freely, — they  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  the  City’s  place 
to  maintain  the  Park. 

The  Commissioners  were  very  anxious  to  have  an  athletic  field 
worthy  of  the  name  and  as  the  City  could  not  or  would  not  appropriate 
an  amount  large  enough  to  do  the  work,  we  had  to  do  the  next  best 
thing.  The  ground  was  in  a deplorable  condition, — four  feet  higher  in 
some  places  than  others  and  covered  with  rocks.  A portion  of  the 
ground  had  to  be  lowered  from  two  to  three  feet.  It  ought  to  have 
been  finished  this  fall  so  the  ground  would  be  settling;  if  it  had  been 
we  could  have  put  in  the  seed  early  and  had  a good  tough  greensward 
ready  for  the  playground  opening.  The  ground  was  full  of  stone  that 
had  to  be  carted  off,  the  gravel  was  used  for  filling.  It  will  cost  from 
four  to  five  hundred  dollars  to  complete  the  work. 
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Amount  of  money  collected  by  Commissioners $265.00 

From  an  unknown  source 85.75 


Total  amount  $350.75 

Amount  expended  $679.70 

Amount  required  to  complete  work  about $500.00 


The  problems  of  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  lawns,  plantations, 
drives  and  paths  varies  to  a considerable  degree  with  the  seasons, 
while  the  upkeep  of  buildings  and  other  structures  remain  more  or 
less  constant.  With  the  increased  use  of  the  Park  by  the  public  their 
proper  maintenance  becomes  each  year  a question  requiring  closer 
study. 

The  City  of  Attleboro  has  but  one  park  where  other  cities  have 
several.  We  presume  that  they  are  no  better  fixed  financially  than 
Attleboro. 

The  popularity  of  the  Park  is  increasing  every  year, — if  the  pa- 
tronage counts  for  anything.  There  were  twice  the  number  in  1916 
than  in  1915, — the  patronage  will  increase  with  the  attractions. 

The  Commissioners  are  laboring  under  difficulties  owing  to  lack 
of  funds.  If  the  athletic  field  could  have  been  finished  last  fall  we 
could  have  gotten  in  the  grass  seed  two  or  three  weeks  earlier.  It  is 
doubtful  if  it  can  be  seeded  in  time  to  make  a tough  greensward 
when  needed. 

The  commissioners  think  it  would  be  a good  idea  if  one  member 
of  the  Planning  Board  and  one  of  the  Council  would  take  a day  and 
visit  parks  in  other  cities  and  see  what  is  being  done  and  how  many 
men  it  takes  to  do  it,  and  at  what  cost. 

The  tool  house  has  been  shingled  and  painted, — the  remainder  of 
buildings  need  painting. 

There  was  a house  built  in  one  corner  of  the  shelter,  adjoining 
ladies’  toilet,  for  the  supervisors  of  the  Playground  to  keep  their 
equipment.  Before  it  was  built  they  used  the  grain  room  in  the  animal 
house  which  was  not  a proper  place.  The  house  takes  up  but  a small 
space,  looks  all  right  and  is  much  more  convenient. 

After  paying  for  electric  lights,  supervisors,  grain  for  zoo,  fer- 
tilizer, upkeep  of  buildings,  and  pay  for  labor  there  is  but  very  little 
left  for  permanent  improvements.  We  need  a special  appropriation 
for  permanent  improvements. 


Playground. 

The  Park  Commissioners  were  fortunate  in  acquiring  two  efficient 
supervisors,  Miss  Charlotte  Davenport  and  Harold  S.  DeGroat.  Miss 
Davenport  was  elected  to  the  position  of  supervisor  for  the  season 
of  1915  and  1916. 

Our  boys  and  girls  look  down  on  the  chap  who  does  not  play  fair 
and  he  or  she  is  quickly  ostracized  from  the  playground  until  he  learns 
the  golden  rule — do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you. 
This  lesson  learned  best  of  all  in  childhood  is  taken  through  life  and 
will  have  a great  bearing  on  the  lives  of  our  citizens  of  the  future. 

One  of  the  Park  Commissioners  interviewed  Mayor  Sweet  in  re- 
gard to  installing  some  playground  fixtures  on  the  Finberg  Playground. 
Mr.  Sweet  was  given  the  estimate  cost  and  said  to  go  ahead  and  have 
it  done  and  have  the  bill  sent  to  his  office.  Mr.  Sweet  must  have  paid 
the  bill  as  the  auditor  could  not  produce  any. 
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The  park  department  has  had  considerable  trouble  with  van- 
dalism, There  has  been  several  trees  broken  down,  plants  pulled  up, 
glass  broken  out  and  other  mischievous  acts.  There  will  have  to  be 
something  done  besides  talk,  with  some  a little  talking  to  has  the 
desired  effect,  with  others  talking  amounts  to  nothing.  As  soon  as 
your  back  is  turned  they  will  repeat  the  same  offence.  The  only  way 
to  stop  it  is  to  make  a few  arrests.  The  fact  is  the  bad  boys  have 
got  to  be  frightened  in  order  to  put  a stop  to  it. 

There  are  fwo  permanent  improvements  the  Park  Commissioners 
are  anxious  to  make  in  1917.  One  is  to  improve  the  looks  of  the  island 
in  the  lake  by  stoning  up  the  outside  with  cobble  stone  laid  in  cement 
with  green  grass  on  the  outside  with  a walk  and  flowers  in  center  sur- 
rounding tree.  It  is  unsightly  in  its  present  condition.  There  will 
have  to  be  a fence  around  the  outside  to  keep  the  ducks  off,  with  a 
rustic  bridge  leading  from  drive  to  island,  a distance  of  about  twenty 
feet. 

A granolithic  v/alk  leading  from  Pierian  rustic  house  to  zoo  is 
very'  much  needed.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  it  from  washing  and  we 
have  to  spend  considerable  time  on  it  every  year. 

Zoo. 

Mr.  McNealy,  curator  of  Franklin  Park  Zoo,  secured  a black  bear 
for  Capron  Park  on  condition  that  the  Park  Commissioners  pay  the 
express.  It  ari'ived  December  21st,  1916.  It  will  be  a great  attrac- 
tion next  summer. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  asked  by  several  people,  what 
becomes  of  the  animals  during  the  winter?  The  monkey's  are  sent 
back  -where  they  come  from — New  York — as  we  have  no  facilities  for 
keeping  them.  They  require  a warm  place. 

Commissioner  Anderson  takes  charge  of  the  bear,  also  peacock, 
and  a pair  of  guinea  hens.  Supt.  Bushee  cares  for  pigeons,  guinea 
pigs,  and  some  of  the  rabbits.  Mr.  Finberg  volunteered  to  take  two 
pair  to  his  farm,  one  fair  of  fancy  and  one  pair  of  English  lop-eared. 
The  Park  has  six  varieties  of  rabbits. 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  15,  1916. 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  Attleboro,  Mass., 

Gentlemen:  — 

I am  now  authorized  to  advise  you  that  the  recently  completed 
wading  pool  at  Capron  Park  is  the  gift  of  Gertrude  Hunton  Sweet  in 
memory  of  her  parents,  Albert  K.  and  Mary  J.  Hunton,  late  of  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The  only  conditions  attending  the  gift  are  as  follows:  — 

First, — that  it  shall  be  named  “The  Hunton  Pool.” 

Second, — that  Mrs.  Sweet  shall  be  allowed  to  place  at  some  suit- 
able point  a bronze  tablet  bearing  the  following  inscription:  — 

DEDICATED  TO  THE  CHILDREN 
OF  ATTLEBORO 

IN  MEMORY  OF  HER  FATHER  AND  MOTHER 
BY 

GERTRUDE  HUNTON  SWEET 
1916. 

Very  truly  Yours, 

HAROLD  E.  SWEET,  Mayor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


95 


Donations. 


Clarence  Richards 

T.  G.  Hasler 

Master  Hayward  Sweet 

Pierian  Club 

Mrs.  Rhind 

James  E.  Blake 

Mr.  King 

Mr.  Vose 

Mrs.  George  E.  Hannah 


6 Shrubs 
3 Maples 

Pair  of  Belgium  Hares 
Replaced  a tree 
Rabbit 

Load  of  rose  bushes 
Geraniums  and  astors 
Plants 
Plant 


The  Park  has  had  one  permanent  improvement  of  the  greatest 
importance  this  year  and  that  is  the  up  to  date  sanitary  wading  pool, 
the  generous  gift  of  Gertrude  Hunton  Sweet,  donated  to  the  City  in 
memory  of  her  father  and  mother. 

This  is  a concrete  basin  40  x 60  feet  to  be  filled  from  the  city  main 
and  emptied  as  required  into  the  pond.  The  children  who  have  used 
the  dirty  duck  pond  for  a bathing  pool  will  bless  the  donor  for  such 
an  admirable  present. 

The  Park  Commissioners  desire  to  thank  Mrs.  Sweet  most  sin- 
cerely for  a gift  which  will  bring  the  greatest  happiness  to  the  little 
ones.  If  the  citizens  of  Attleboro  have  any  doubt  they  should  visit 
the  Park  some  warm  day  next  summer. 


The  Park  Commissioners  herewith  submit  their  report  on  July 
4th  celebration  for  the  year  1916. 


Appropriation  $500.00 

$500.00 

LeClair’s  Band  100.00 

Fireworks  Sales  Co 230.00 

Sun  Publishing  Co.,  printing 5.25 

Saart  Bros.  Co.,  loving  cups 39.51 

The  Robbins  Co.,  athletic  bars 17.25 

Frank  H.  M.  Grath 5.00 

E.  O.  Dexter,  plaster  paris .65 

H.  S.  DeGroat,  miscellaneous  expenses 13.85 

W.  J.  Bucklin,  starter 2.50 

Brigham  Eng.  Co.,  cups 5.60 

L.  C.  Balfour  Co.,  medals 15.00 

John  E.  Anderson,  labor  and  teaming 22.86 

$457.47 


Balance 


$42.50 
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The  Park  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  same  amount, — 
Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500)  be  appropriated  for  the  4th  of  July 
celebration  for  1917.  The  contract  for  fire  works  was  $250.  but 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a shortage  of  20  pieces  less  than 
contract  called  for  the  Commissioners  got  a rebate  of  $20.00. 

Respectfully  submitted 

CHARLES  A.  MOOERS, 

JOHN  E.  ANDERSON,  • 

SOLON  D.  BUSHEE, 

Park  Commissioners. 


Recommendation. 

The  Park  Commissioners  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $5000.00  for 


the  year  1917. 

For  completing  athletic  field $500 

For  maintenance  3500 

Permanent  improvements  1000 


$5000 
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PLANNING  BOARD 


To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  City 

Council,  of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen:  — 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  494  of  the  Massachusetts  Statutes 
the  Attleboro  City  Planning  Board  herewith  submits  its  second  annual 
report. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  for  1916  was  held  on  January  21st. 
As  the  membership  was  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year  the 
routine  work  at  once  began. 

Our  first  recommendation  of  the  year  was:  — 

(That  a traffic  zone  be  established  for  the  regulation  of  vehicles.) 

We  urged  this  on  the  ground  of  public  convenience  and  safety. 

We  were  pleased  to  find  that  this  recommendation  had  the  hearty 
support  of  the  Mayor  and  Council,  as  well  as  that  of  thei  Chief  of 
Police  and  Supt.  of  Public  Works,  and  at  an  early  meeting  the  Council 
passed  an  ordinance  creating  a traffic  zone  along  the  lines  laid  out  by 
this  Board. 

Our  next  work  of  importance  was  in  connection  with  our  recom- 
mendation in  last  year’s  report.  (That  Union  St.  be  widened  from 
Pleasant  St.  to  Mill  St.) 

After  various  hearings  had  been  held  and  several  communications 
had  been  received  from  the  Post  Office  Authorities  in  regard  to  the 
land  to  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office  Grounds  the  City  Council  finally 
voted  that  this  work  should  be  done,  and  plans  are  now  under  way  for 
widening  this  important  thoroughfare. 

A general  Clean  Up  and  Paint  Week  was  urged  by  the  Planning 
Board  in  May,  and  many  citizens  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  have  the  City’s  teams  help  with  the  work  of  carrying  away  the 
rubbish  and  other  debris  from  their  premises. 

The  help  of  the  Public  Works  Dept,  and  the  daily  papers  was 
much  appreciated  in  this  work. 

This  Board  also  worked  in  cooperation  with  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  the  School  Garden  Work,  and  many  fine  gardens  were 
established  by  the  children  in  all  parts  of  the  City. 

During  the  year  the  City  Council  voted  an  appropriation  of  $100.00 
for  the  use  of  the  Planning  Board.  Up  to  this  date  we  have  expended 
only  $13,50,  which  was  for  printing  and  postage. 

In  September  Mr.  Harlon  P.  Kelsey,  Chairman  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Planning  Boards,  made  a short  visit  in  Attleboro, 
and  made  a tour  of  the  City  with  Mr.  Finberg.  Later  he  sent  a letter 
giving  a synopsis  of  his  views  on  what  the  City  Planning  Board  could 
do  to  improve  the  City. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


No.  1.  South  Main  St. 

We  recommend  that  South  Main  St.  be  widened  from  Park  St.  to 
Mill  St.  so  that  it  will  be  approximately  35  ft.  from  curb  to  curb  in- 
stead of  27  ft.  as  now  laid  out.  The  accompanying  blue-print  from  the 
Engineer’s  Office  shows  the  changes  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make.  We  feel  that  this  work  can  be  done  now  at  much  less  expense 
than  later  when  more  business  blocks  have  been  erected  on  this 
street. 


No.  2.  City  Hall. 

We  again  recommend  that  land  be  acquired  for  a City  Hall,  and 
we  suggest  that  consideration  be  given  the  following  sites:  — 

1.  That  portion  of  the  Holman  Homestead  property  fronting  on 
Pleasant  St.  and  extending  down  Holman  St.  about  200  ft.,  thence  at 
right  angles  to  Emory  St.  This  giving  us  a lot  about  200  ft.  sq.  with 
frontage  on  Pleasant  St.,  Holman  St.  and  Emory  St. 

2.  The  property  at  the  comer  of  North  Main  St.  and  Dean  St. 
now  occupied  by  the  houses  of  Miss  Harriet  Wilmarth  and  Miss 
Clarabel  Blackington.  These  two  properties  would  give  a frontage 
on  North  Main  St.  of  about  200  ft.  and  a frontage  on  Dean  St.  of  about 
190  ft.  Blue-prints  of  these  sites  are  attached. 

No.  3.  Cliff  St. 

We  recommend  that  Cliff  St.  be  continued  through  to  Hayward 
St.  and  a bridge  erected  over  the  river. 

This  street  would  be  used  extensively  by  working  people  going  to 
the  factories,  by  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  High  School,  and  by  the 
delivery  wagons  of  our  merchants. 

We  are  sure  if  this  street  is  extended  and  finished  it  will  enhance 
the  value  of  the  adjacent  property  enough  to  reimburse  the  City  for 
the  expense  incurred. 

No.  4.  Play  Grounds. 

We  recommend  that  the  City  purchase  the  Sturdy  Play  Ground, 
and  the  land  adjacent  to  it.  In  connection  with  this  recommendation 
we  would  call  your  attention  to  the  figures  in  the  report  of  the  Super- 
visor of  the  Play  Grounds  showing  a total  of  16085  children  having  at- 
tended the  Play  Grounds  during  the  summer. 

This  is  an  average  of  223  per  day.  This  shows  the  necessity  of 
having  additional  Play  Grounds  in  other  parts  of  the  City.  We  par- 
ticularly suggest  that  a Play  Ground  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pleasant  St.  so  that  it  will  take  care  of  the  children  in  that  section 
of  the  City. 

No.  5.  Public  Comfort  Station. 

The  necessity  of  a Comfort  Station  in  this  City  is  urgent,  and  we 
quote  a few  sentences  from  a pamphlet  which  the  Public  Comfort 
Station  Bureau  of  New  York  has  recently  issued:  — 

“The  great  trouble  in  the  Public  Comfort  Station  problem  is  false 
modesty  and  false  economy,  which  originates  from  a wrong  concep- 
tion of  the  problem. 
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The  false  modesty  is  in  putting  a Comfort  Station  in  isolated 
spots  in  dense  clumps  of  bushes,  etc.,  where  people  are  afraid  to  make 
use  of  them. 

The  second  mistake  arises  from  a sense  of  false  economy.  In  the 
anxiety  to  secure  needed  Comfort  Stations  many  advocates  have  rec- 
ommended building  a small  Station  at  a cost  so  small,  that  they  never 
are,  or  never  can  be,  real  Comfort  Stations. 

A real  Comfort  Station,  the  kind  we  would  recommend,  must  not 
be  hidden  away  in  a lonesome  place.  It  must  be  in  the  open,  in  full 
view  of  everybody,  so  those  who  pass  along  can  see  and  understand  the 
purpose  of  the  building. 

It  should  not  be  a little,  dirty,  dark,  cold  and  repellant  makeshift, 
but  a good,  big,  roomy  and  comfortable  building,  warm  in  winter  and 
cool  in  summer.  A Public  Comfort  Station  from  our  point  of  view 
should  be  a real  convenient  station,  which  will  take  care  of  all  the 
needs  of  a community.  In  this  building  we  can  have  a pay  telephone 
booth,  vending  machines,  weighing  machines,  boot-blacking  chair, 
newspaper  and  periodical  booth,  public  checking  stands  and  pay  lava- 
tories, so  a great  deal  of  the  maintenance  will  pay  for  itself.  We  have 
suggested  the  making  of  Public  Comfort  Stations  partly  self-supporting 
because  we  believe  every  undertaking  of  this  kind  should  be  self- 
supporting  whenever  possible.  We  should  not  accept  the  plea  how- 
ever, that  the  cost,  under  any  consideration  should  prevent  or  delay 
the  building  of  a Comfort  Station.  If  there  was  nothing  else  to  con- 
sider but  the  effect  on  health,  that  alone  should  turn  the  scale  in 
favor  of  a Public  Comfort  Station.” 

And  we  recommend  that  the  Mayor  appoint  one  member  from  the 
City  Engineer’s  Office  and  one  member  from  the  Board  of  Health  to 
cooperate  with  the  Planning  Board  in  locating,  designing  and  erecting 
a Public  Comfort  Station. 

No.  6.  Monument  Square. 

We  would  recommend,  and  public  safety  demands*  that  Monument 
Square  be  laid  out  as  a one  way  thoroughfare,  as  per  attached  blue- 
print. 

The  present  arrangement  without  restrictions  is  dangerous  both 
to  pedestrians  and  vehicles. 

We  would  suggest  that  part  of  this  space  between  Monument 
Square  and  the  Railroad  Arches  be  utilized  as  a location  for  a Comfort 
Station. 


No.  7.  City  Survey. 

We  recommend  that  the  Council  authorize  the  drawing  of  a set  of 
maps,  giving  a survey  of  the  streets  of  Attleboro  in  detail,  as  there 
are  none  at  present.  Such  maps  would  be  of  great  value  in  planning 
for  the  future. 

No.  8.  Board  of  Survey. 

We  recommend  that  the  Council  appoint  a Board  of  Survey  in 
accordance  with  provisions  of  Chapter  190,  of  the  acts  of  1916. 

The  functions  of  a Board  of  Survey  are  to  supervise  the  laying 
out  and  the  construction  of  new  streets  so  as  to  properly  plan  for 
future  growth  and  development. 
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We  request  an  appropriation  of  $100.00  for  carrying  on  the  work 
of  City  Planning. 

In  closing  this  Board  wishes  to  say  that  all  citizens  are  welcome 
at  our  meetings  which  are  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  eight  P.  M.  in  the  Mayor’s  Office,  and  any  suggestions  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  City  will  receive  our  attention. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Mayor,  the  Council,  the  City  Officers,  and 
the  press  for  their  cooperation  and  courtesies  which  they  have  ex- 
tended to  us  during  the  year. 

JOSEPH  FINBERG,  Chairman. 

GEORGE  A.  SWEENEY,  Secretary. 

RAYMOND  M.  HORTON. 

MILFORD  E.  BLISS. 

MRS.  JOSEPHINE  HAMMOND. 

MRS.  MARY  G.  MULLALY. 


! 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


December  15,  1916. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro. 

Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit,  for  your  consideration,  my  first  report  as  Chief 
of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1916. 

Organization  of  the  Police  Department  at  the  close  of  the  year  is 
as  follows:  — 


Chief  of  Police, 

Edmond  H.  Gingras. 


Patrolmen, 


Arthur  F,  Gaffney, 

John  Bora, 

William  J.  Sargeant, 

Edward  E.  Gobin, 

Franklin 

Reserve 

Raymond  A.  Quinley, 

J.  Harry  Musick, 


Terence  E.  Flanagan, 
William  D.  Norwood, 
Albert  E.  Sears, 
Charles  W.  Balser, 

McKay. 

Officers, 

Louis  J.  Fournier, 
James  F.  Fahey. 
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During  the  year  1916  the  Police  Department  made  five  hundred 
and  three  arrests  for  the  following  crimes  and  misdemeanors: 


Male  Female  Male  Female 


Assault  and  battery 

. .13 

Disturbance  

35 

6 

Assault  to  rape.... 

. . 2 

Drunkenness  

203 

14 

Adulterv  

..  3 

Delinquent  children 

12 

2 

Auto  law,  violation. 

. .38 

Evading  carfare .... 

3 

Abandonment  of 

Fornication  

1 

1 

family  

..  5 

Plealth  law. 

Attempt  at  larceny. 

. . 1 

violating  

7 

Breaking  and  entering  2 

Indecent  exposure. . . 

3 

Bastardy  

..  6 

Idle  and  disorderly 

2 

City  Ordinance, 

Keeping  disorderly 

violation  

. .13 

■ house  

1 

Cigarette  law 

Keeping  unlicensed 

violation  

dog 

o 

Common  drunkard 

. . 3 

Liquor  nuisance 

4 

1 

Cruelty  to  animals . 

. . 4 

Lewd  and  lascivious 

Common  railer  and 

cohabitation  

1 

1 

brawler  

1 

Riding  on  freight 

Carrying  concealed 

cars  

5 

weapon  

. . 4 

Rape  

5 

Carrying  revolver 

Stubborn  child 

3 

1 

without  permit . . . 

. . 2 

Tramp  

7 

Larceny  

. .26 

3 

Trespass  on  property 

10 

Malicious  mischief. 

..  2 

Trespass  of  fowl. . . . 

1 

Neglect  to  provide., 

. .13 

Throwing  glass  in 

Neglected  children., 

. . 6 

1 

street  

1 

Obstructing  firemen 

Unmarked  package 

.1 

at  fire  

, . 1 

Uttering  threats 

g 

Obstructing  milk 

Vagrancy  

1 

inspector  

. . 1 

Weight  law,  viola- 

Present at  gaming.  , 

2 

tion  oY 

4 

Probation,  violation , 

..  3 

— 

Practising  medicine 

316 

26 

without  registration  1 

156 

5 

316 

26 

472 

31 

31 

* 

Total  arrests 

503 

This  is  an  increase 

of  two 

hundred  and  one  arrests  over 

last 

year.  The  department  has  had  more  to  work  with  than  in  former 
years, — the  patrol  wagon  having  filled  a much  needed  want  in  the 
way  of  a conveyance  for  prisoners.  It  has  also  been  of  value  in 
emergency  calls  for  accidents  and  sickness  when  it  became  necessary 
to  convey  persons  to  the  hospital  without  delay. 

I desire  to  again  call  Your  Honor’s  attention  to  the  need  of  a 
signal  system  for  the  Police  Department  so  there  would  be  some 
means  of  communication  between  the  officers  on  their  beats  and  the 
police  station.  If  the  Gamewell  System  cannot  be  installed  at  this 
time  because  of  the  cost,  then  some  other  less  expensive  system  that 


]06 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


will  answer  the  purpose  for  the  time  being  could  and  should  be  in- 
stalled. I do  not  believe  that  there  is  another  town  or  city  of  the  size 
of  Attleboro  that  is  paying  its  police  for  patrol  work  that  has  not 
some  device  that  compels  the  officer  to  be  in  touch  with  the  police 
station  from  different  points  on  his  route. 

I would  respectfully  ask  that  Your  Honor  and  the  Municipal 
Council  will  consider  and  grant  the  officers  of  the  Police  Department 
an  increase  in  wages  this  coming  year.  They  ask  that  the  wages  of 
third  year  men  and  over  be  increased  from  two  seventy-five  per  day  to 
three  dollars  per  day.  They  are  obliged  to  buy  their  uniforms  which 
in  itself  is  quite  an  item,  the  cost  of  these  has  advanced  along  with 
other  necessities. 

I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  last  two  Civil  Service  examin- 
ations which  were  held  in  Attleboro  for  the  Police  Department, — the 
applications  for  the  position  were  not  many.  On  making  inquiry  from 
different  ones  who  had  spoken  of  taking  the  examination  and  had  not, 
two  of  the  principal  reasons  for  not  doing  so  were  that  the  hours 
were  disagreeable  and  the  compensation  paid  the  officers  was  not 
enough  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  the  uniforms  they  have  to 
buy  out  of  their  wages  and  which  have  to  be  renewed  quite  often. 
I trust  that  Your  Honor  and  the  Municipal  Council  will  see  fit  to  grant 
this  request. 

Would  recommend  that  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Nine  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-one  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Police  Department  for  the  year  1917. 
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Estimated  Expenses  of  Police  Department  for  1917. 


Salary  of  Chief  of  Police $1300.00 

Salary  of  Lieutenant  of  Police 1100.00 

Wages  of  eight  (8)  Patrolmen 7962.50 

Ten  officers,  one  day  off  in  thirty 300.00 

Officers’  vacations  350.00 

Allowance  of  three  days’  sickness  for  each  officer 75.00 

Hebronville  and  Dodgeville  patrol 200.00 

South  Attleboro  patrol 200.00 

Lockup  keeper,  and  care  of  lockup 200.00 

Rent  of  Police  Station 900.00 

Automobile  insurance  on  two  cars 381.00 

Upkeep  of  two  cars 800.00 

Washing  cars,  $3.00  per  week 160.00 

Maintenance  of  motorcycle 75.00 

Estimated  Court  Fees  for  1917 800.00 

Providence  Telephone  Co 150.00 

Electricity  for  one  year 180.00 

Water  and  rent  of  meter 50.00 

Extra  police  services 125.00 

Auto  List  Publishing  Co 15.00 

New  England  Towel  Supply  Co 12.00 

Office  Furnishings. 

Typewriter  and  stand $135.00 

Safe  80.00 

Painting  office  and  cells 60.00 

Linoleum  and  chairs 55.00 

Filing  cabinet  10.00 

Printing  : 40.00 

Police  blotter  10.00 

Furnishings  for  cells 30.00 

Incidentals  125.00 

$545.00 


$15880.50 

Amount  required  for  increase  in  wages 739.00 


$16619.50 

EDMOND  H.  GINGRAS. 


Chief  of  Police. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


January  13,  1917. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 

Gentlemen;  — 

The  Trustees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library  are  pleased  to  re- 
port a progressive  and  successful  year  for  the  City’s  Library.  The 
unusual  and  intensive  industrial  conditions  prevailing  during  the  past 
year,  have  naturally  affected  the  total  circulation  of  books  by  the 
Library,  this  distribution  during  1916  being  considerable  less  than 
during  1915,  a year  of  local  business  depression.  It  is  gratifying, 
however,  to  note  that  this  decrease  is  almost  entirely  in  the  fiction 
class  of  literature.  The  accompanying  annual  report  of  the  Librarian, 
submitted  to  the  Trustees,  deals  interestingly  with  these  matters  in 
detail,  and  we  recommend  to  our  fellow  citizens  its  careful  reading. 

^ Miss  Claflin  as  Librarian  with  her  staff  deserve  much  praise  for 
the  vigorous  and  cooperative  manner  that  the  activities  of  the  Library 
have  been  carried  on.  It  is  by  such  efficiency  that  the  Librarj^  has 
been  able  to  increase  and  broaden  its  usefulness  to  the  public  the  past 
year,  in  spite  of  the  several  changes  in  the  staff  with  resulting  short- 
handedness. 

We  are  glad  to  announce  that  a fully  equipped  and  independent 
children’s  room  is  expected  to  be  in  service  by  February  1st,  1917,  in 
charge  of  Miss  Wells,  a trained  specialist  in  such  work.  The  present 
children’s  room  will  be  used  as  a general  reference  and  reading  room, 
thus  relieving  the  often  crowded  conditions  of  the  present  rooms  de- 
voted to  these  purposes.  This  extension  of  the  children’s  department 
will  involve  considerable  extra  expense,  but  by  careful  planning  and 
slight  curtailing  in  some  departments,  the  Trustees  believe  that  for 
this  year  the  same  appropriation,  from  the  City  as  last  year,  namely, 
$7800,  can  be  made  to  answer.  As  stated  last  year,  however,  this 
appropriation  must  soon  be  increased  to  meet  the  naturally  growing 
expenses  of  a growing  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library. 

JOSEPH  L.  SWEET,  Chairman, 
LEONARD  I.  LAMB, 

THOMAS  E.  McCaffrey, 
ELIZABETH  J.  WILMARTH, 
ELEANOR  S.  CARPENTER, 
CHARLES  S.  HOLDEN, 

MARK  E.  ROWE, 

IRENE  T.  HILL, 

JOHN  J.  THACHER. 
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Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  2,  191G. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library: 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  progress  of  the 
Attleboro  Public  Library  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1917. 


Books  Lent. 


The  year  1916  brought  with  it  new  conditions  of  industry  and  of 
population.  The  general  exodus  from  Attleboro  to  the  districts  where 
war  munitions  are  manufactured,  during  the  previous  year  of  poor 
business,  and  the  business  revival  during  1916,  when  borrowers  have 
found  less  time  for  reading,  are  now  plainly  shown  in  the  decreased 
figures  which  represent  the  number  of  books  lent  during  the  year: 

Number  of  days  on  which  the  library  was  open  for  the  circulation 
of  books:  305. 


Number  of  books  lent,  divided  as  follows: 

Adult  department  43,360 

Children’s  department  23,837 

Outlying  schools  5,597 


Dodgeville  library  . 
High  School  library. 


891 

920 


The  total  circulation,  by  classes  of  literature,  follows: 

Per  Cent. 

General  works  1844  2.74 

Philosophy  427  .63 

Religion  492  .73 

Sociology  2883  4.29 

Philology  162  .22 

Natural  science  1233  1.83 

Useful  arts  1894  2.85 

Pine  arts  1822  2.71 

Literature  2742  4.07 

History  1130  1.68 

Travel  1621  2.44 

Biography  1426  2.12 

Fiction  49.521  73.69 


Total  67,197 


100.00 


Four  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  less  books  were 
loaned  during  1916  than  in  the  previous  year,  a decrease  partially  due, 
we  believe,  to  the  industrial  conditions  before  mentioned. 

A large  advance  in  book  circulation  among  the  schools  is  notice- 
able. This  is  the  direct  result  of  the  new  system  of  loans  to  the  out- 
lying schools,  installed  early  in  the  year.  By  this  system,  3102  more 
books  were  this  year  lent  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  city  than  during 
1915  by  the  earlier  method. 

' Registration. 

The  necessity  for  a new-  registration  of  borrowers  became  appar- 
ent early  in  the  spring.  Many  library  patrons  had  permanently  left 
the  city  without  notifying  the  library  of  their  removal,  many  others 
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liad  changed  their  addresses  within  the  city  without  notice  to  the 
library,  library  cards  of  people  long  removed  from  the  city  were  being 
used  by  regular  library  borrowers,  and  overdue  notices  sent  to 
addresses  given  on  the  library  records  were  returned  to  the  library 
with  the  post-office  stamp  “Unclaimed”  or  “Address  unknown.” 

With  June  the  new  registration  was  in  progress  and  borrowers’ 
cards  of  a new  type  to  fit  the  book-pockets  now  provided  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  kind  formerly  used. 

On  January  1,  1917,  the  library  registration-book  showed  the  total 
number  of  borrowers  registered  since  June:  2352, 

Number  of  cards  cancelled  since  the  new  registration:  18. 

Total  number  of  borrowers,  January  1,  1917 2334 


Accessions. 


Books  in  library,  Jan.  1,  1916 18.484 

Volumes  added  from  Jan.  1,  1916  to  Jan.  1,  1917: 

By  purchase  1293 

By  binding  periodicals 97 

By  gift  43 

Total  1433 

Volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year 14 

Number  of  books  replaced 226 

Actual  number  of  books  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1917 19,903 


Care  of  Books. 

Lost  from  shelves  during  1915: 


Adult  department  27 

Children’s  department  33 

Reference  department  3 


The  above  figures  can  be  but  tentative  During  1916  many  books 
reported  lost  in  the  last  library  report  were  later  found  in  good  condi- 
tion again  on  the  shelves.  Just  how  these  books  return  to  their  places 
is  always  a mystery  to  library  attendants,  but  the  happy  fact  remains 
that  books  which  figure  among  the  lost  in  one  report  often  reappear 
among  the  found  in  the  next. 


Selection  of  Books. 

Out  of  the  mass  of  good,  bad,  and  indifferent  literature  published 
during  the  past  year,  only  those  books  have  been  purchased  which 
w'ere,  to  our  best  judgment,  suited  to  the  needs  and  wishes  of  the 
people  of  Attleboro.  Not  what  Attleboro  people  ought  to  want,  but 
what  they  actually  do  demand  (exclusive,  of  course,  of  the  trashy  and 
immoral)  has  been  the  ground  on  which  a book  has  been  accepted  or 
refused.  It  is  because  the  librarian  is  confident  that,  above  the  cry 
for  the  trashiest  of  current  fiction,  is  the  more  insistent  demand  for 
the  better  type  of  the  new  novel,  that  books  by  Dorothy  Canfield 
Fisher  and  Booth  Tarkington  have  been  added  and  most  novels  by 
Robert  W.  Chambers  and  Elinor  Glyn  refused.  The  fact  that  more 
current  fiction  has  been  added  this  year  has  been  appreciated  by  a 
public  which  constantly  registers  a big  demand  for  the  “latest  books.” 
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A “best  books”  case  has  been  an  innovation  planned  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  reading  of  better  books  among  the  library  public. 
On  this  the  so-called  twenty  “best”  novels  were  first  placed,  together 
with  the  famous  Harvard  Classics.  Later,  the  “best  books  of  1915”,  as 
recommended  by  authorities,  were  exhibited  there,  with  the  result 
that  more  of  the  better  literature  of  last  year  was  circulated  than  by 
any  other  means. 

The  librarian’s  confidence  that  the  best  of  the  non-fiction,  if  dis- 
played to  advantage,  would  also  prove  interesting  to  library  patrons, 
was  not  misplaced.  The  series  of  exhibits  of  the  latest  and  best  of 
the  non-fiction,  placed  with  appropriate  bulletins  in  the  library  foyer, 
brought  good  results.  The  need  for  a regular  exhibit  table  with 
bulletin-board  attachment,  in  place  of  the  amateur  product  pressed 
into  service  by  necessity,  is  steadily  growing. 

During  1916  a large  addition  has  been  made  to  the  music  collec- 
tion, with  the  help  and  advice  of  members  of  the  Chaminade  Club. 

A large  number  of  French  books  and  some  in  the  Portuguese  lan- 
guage, to  meet  an  increasing  demand,  have  been  purchased. 

The  growing  work  with  the  outlying  schools  made  the  purchase 
of  more  children’s  books  for  the  establishment  of  a school  collection 
imperative. 

Requests  by  library  patrons  for  books  not  in  the  library  have 
been  encouraged  and,  when  possible,  gladly  complied  with. 

The  Daniel  H.  Smith  Fund  has  again  made  possible  the  addition 
of  books  of  a valuable  nature  to  the  reference  collection. 

Binding. 


Number  of  books  rebound 378 

Periodicals  bound  86 

Total 464 


Gifts. 

The  generosity  of  the  Attleboro  public  has  been  repeatedly  felt 
during  1916,  in  the  receipt  of  the  magazine  subscriptions  many  times 
before  acknowledged,  and  in  the  other  following  gifts: 

Fourteen  juvenile  books,  from  Mrs.  Walter  Hayward. 

Sanley’s  “Reminiscences  of  My  Life,”  from  Rev.  R.  S.  Moore. 

Lauriat’s  “Lusitania’s  Last  Voyage”  and  “Great  Men  and  Famous 
Women”  series,  from  Mrs.  Irene  Hill  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Sturdy. 

Woman’s  National  Weekly,  from  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Sias. 

“Sweden:  Historical  and  Statistical  Handbook,”  2 v.,  from  the 
Attleboro  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Atlantic  Monthly,  1862  and  1867;  Century  Magazine,  1896  and 
1897;  Harpers’  Magazine,  1879;  McClure’s  Mazagine,  1895;  Godey’s 
Lady  Book,  from  Miss  Lydia  Peck. 

Shaw’s  “Misalliance,  etc.,”  from  the  Dramatic  Committee  of  the 
Attleboro  Round  Table. 

“Christian  Science,  Its  Results,”  Gladden’s  “Christian  League  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards’  “A  New  Misionary  Gazeteer  of  All  the  Protest- 
ant Missionary  Stations,”  from  Miss  Lucy  Sweet. 

Reference  Work. 

Library  workers  have  often  had  occasion  during  the  past  year 
to  rejoice  in  the  excellence  of  the  reference  collection  so  judiciously 
organized  by  Miss  Henry,  former  librarian.  That  Attleboro  is  gradu- 
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ally  becoming  conscious  of  the  help  which  the  library  through  this 
unusual  collection,  is  able  to  give,  is  evident  from  the  increasing 
number  of  questions  which  come  to  the  desk,  especially  by  telephone, 
from  the  shops  and  offices  of  the  city. 

To  make  the  card  catalogue  easier  for  reference  purposes,  and 
more  comprehensible  to  the  library  public,  directions  for  its  use 
were  this  year  typed  on  blue  cards  and  placed  at  the  beginning  of 
each  catalogue  drawer. 


School  Work. 

The  new  system  of  loans  to  the  outlying  schools  was  installed 
in  January.  By  this  system  individual  grade  libraries  are  set  up  in 
each  school  room  in  the  outlying  districts  and  pupils  may  borrow 
books  from  these  collections  at  will,  without  the  necessity,  as  for- 
merly, of  returning  each  book  to  the  public  library  for  exchange.  At 
the  end  of  every  two  months  the  libraries  are  collected  and  a new 
selection  sent  to  each  school. 

During  1916  the  story  hour  was  resumed  and  had  a successful 
season,  due  to  the  interest  and  ability  of  Mrs.  Leonard  I.  Lamb,  who 
told  the  stories  to  groups  of  children  never  numbering  less  than  sixty. 

We  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  we  are  to  have  a fully  equipped,  new 
and  independent  children’s  room,  to  be  opened  about  February  1st, 
1917,  in  charge  of  Miss  Blanche  I.  Wells,  who  has  had  special  train- 
ing for  chlidren’s  work. 


Branches. 

In  October,  1916,  the  High  School  Library,  organized  under  the 
public  library’s  direction,  was  opened  for  regular  work.  The  orig- 
inal plan  of  sending  a public  library  assistant  to  the  High  School 
Library  for  one  hour  daily,  for  the  handling  of  reference  questions 
and  for  the'  charging  of  books,  became  impossible  with  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mrs.  Regnell  in  September,  and,  later,  of  Miss  Fears.  As  a 
result  the  librarian  undertook  the  High  School  work  until  further 
plans  could  be  made  and  found  satisfaction  in  coming  in  actual  con- 
tact with  a work  the  problems  of  which  would  have  been  otherwise 
unknown.  The  beginning  made  with  the  High  School  work  must  neces- 
sarily have  been  small,  with  a limited  book  capacity,  still  more 
limited  seating  capacity,  and  no  regular  librarian.  Circulation  figures 
for  the  High  School  show,  however,  that  a reasonably  satisfactory 
beginning  has  been  made,  under  handicap,  which  Miss  Wells,  school 
librarian,  wTll  undoubtedly  carry  on  to  success. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Dodgeville  Social  Center,  a small  branch 
has  been  started  at  Dodgeville  under  particularly  interesting  con- 
ditions. To  distribute  books  to  people  who  are  really  eager  for  them 
has  been  the  task  of  Miss  Dorothea  Wetherell,  who,  lately  in  charge 
of  the  work,  has  repeatedly  given  of  her  time  and  thought  to  give 
a little  of  the  right  sort  of  environment  to  people  really  in  need  of  it. 


Picture  Collection. 

The  impetus  given  to  the  picture  collection  by  the  purchase  of 
a filing  cabinet  in  which  it  might  be  placed  resulted  in  a total  circula- 
tion of  2,294  pictures  during  1916.  Circular  letters  announcing  the 
collection  were  sent  to  all  teachers  in  the  city  and  did  much  to 
incite  interest  in  the  pictures  among  the  schools. 
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Exhibits. 

The  annual  Christmas  exhibit  of  books  as  Christmas  gifts  for 
children  was  held  from  Dec.  4 to  Dec.  11  in  the  library  foyer,  this  time 
in  larger  form  and  with  larger  results.  Through  the  cooperation  of 
several  New  York  and  Boston  publishers,  a selection  of  books  for 
adults  as  well  as  children  was  also  displayed.  In  response  to  last 
year’s  demand  that  library  patrons  be  allowed  to  order  through  the 
library  any  books  on  exhibit,  this  privilege  was  this  year  granted. 
The  result  was  approximately  one  hundred  books  ordered  in  this ' 
way.  It  was  gratifying  to  realize  that  the  aim  of  the  exhibit,  the 
encouragement  of  the  giving  of  the  best  books  as  Christmas  gifts, 
had  been,  however  modestly,  fulfilled. 

During  Health  Week,  an  exhibit  of  books  on  health  was  held  by 
the  library  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Lectures. 

The  Swedish  people  of  the  city  were  invited  on  March  29th  to  a 
lecture  on  “Sweden’s  Contribution  to  Literature,”  given  in  their  honor 
by  Mr.  J.  Urban  Edgren  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

In  March  a meeting  of  the  librarians  and  trustees  of  five  libraries 
of  the  district  was  held  at  the  library,  with  accompanying  talk  by 
Miss  Wheeler,  librarian  of  the  Leominster  Public  Library. 

Library  Hall  was  open  once  during  December  for  an  hour  of 
story-telling  by  Miss  Gragg  of  the  Lowell  Normal  School,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Attleboro  Teachers’  Association,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  each  month  for  the  meeting  of  the  Hospital  Aid  Association. 


Advertising. 

The  library’s  need  of  making  known  its  privileges  has  been  par- 
tially met  by  several  innovations  in  advertising. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  McCaffrey  of  the  trustees,  Mr. 
Smiley,  manager  of  Wells  Block,  and  Mr.  Barden,  of  the  Bronson 
Block,  three  store  windows  have  been  used  for  the  exhibit  of  books 
as  advertising  material  by  the  library. 

Posters  placed  in  the  railroad  station,  advertising  the  picture 
collection,  and  requesting  picture  post-card  material  for  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  schools,  have  been  entirely  successful  and  the  means 
of  adding  interesting  cards  to  the  library’s  collection. 

The  publication  of  lists  and  book-notes  in  the  Attleboro  Daily  Sun 
has  been  a continual  means  of  keeping  the  public  in  touch  with  the 
library,  for  which  the  librarian  is  indeed  grateful. 

Bulletins  of  new  books  on  health  and  athletics  have  been  occa- 
sionally posted  on  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  bulletin  board,  lists  of  books  in 
foreign  languages  have  been  distributed  to  the  evening  schools,  and 
other  lists  freely  distributed  from  the  library  loan-desk. 

Talks  on  the  library  and  its  books  have  been  given  by  the  libra- 
rian to  the  evening  school,  to  the  Minute  Men  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
to  the  Universalist  Y.  P.  C.  U.,  and  on  the  eve  of  “Good  Book  Week,” 
at  the  Sunday  evening  service  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

From  Dec.  4 to  Dec.  11  “Good  Book  Week”  was  observed  at  the 
library  by  the  exhibition  of  “Good  Books  as  Christmas  Gifts,”  the 
distribution  of  pamphlets  on  children’s  reading  and  of  the  lists, 
“Books  Boys  Like  Best,”  “Good  Books  for  Girls,”  and  “Books  as 
Christmas  Gifts  for  Children.”  In  the  interest  of  the  week,  sermons 
and  talks  were  given  in  all  the  Protestant  churches  of  the  city  on 
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the  subject  of  better  reading.  Articles  and  lists  were  published  daily 
in  the  Attleboro  Daily  Sun,  “Good  Book  Week”  exhibits  were  held 
in  two  store  windows,  announcement  of  the  exhibit  was  made  through- 
out the  city,  and  a week  of  general  advertising  for  the  library  was 
brought  to  a close. 

With  the  New  year  a continuation  of  this  wholesome  publicity 
should  be  made. 


Staff. 

The  year  1916  brought  many  changes  to  the  staff  of  the  library. 
In  October,  after  years  of  capable  service,  Mrs.  Regnell  left  us  to 
join  her  husband  in  Canada.  Though  regretting  Mrs.  Regnell’s  resig- 
nation, we  were  yet  glad  to  find  in  Miss  Laura  Monnier,  a former 
library  substitute  and  a graduate  of  Simmons  College  Library  School 
Summer  Course,  a very  able  and  conscientious  worker.  The  news 
that  Miss  Gertrude  Fears,  who  had  been  with  the  library  practically 
since  its  beginning,  had  also  resigned  to  give  her  entire  time  to  the 
music  which  she  had  always  hoped  to  make  her  life  work,  was  a 
matter  of  surprise  and  regret  to  her  library  friends.  Miss  Dorothea 
Wetherell  has  worked  untiringly  to  take  the  place  left  by  Miss  Fears’ 
resignation  until  Miss  Blanche  I.  Wells,  whom  the  trustees  selected 
for  the  permanent  position,  could  begin  her  work  on  January  1,  1917. 

Miss  Wetherell  is  a recent  addition  to  the  library’s  substitute 
list,  which,  with  the  removal  of  Miss  Lincoln,  Miss  Richards  and  Mrs. 
Paul,  is  much  depleted. 


Conclusion. 

In  spite  of  the  decreased  numbers  of  the  library  public,  due  to 
industrial  conditions,  in  spite  of  handicaps  imposed  by  an  unsettled 
staff,  the  librarian  feels  that  the  year  1916  has  been  one  of  distinct 
progress  for  the  Attleboro  Public  Library.  Extension  there  has 
been  through  the  new  work  at  the  High  School  and  at  Dodgeville; 
but  the  intensive  work  of  the  library,  which,  as  such,  is  not  so  appar- 
ent to  the  outsider,  has  been  of  even  more  importance.  The  hours 
spent  by  library  assistants  in  the  perusal  of  the  many  magazines 
to  which  the  library  subscribes,  in  the  sole  hope  of  recommending 
an  article  to  a library  patron  at  a happy  moment;  the  time  given  to 
the  individual,  not  the  mass,  in  the  search  for  some  item  of  im- 
portance to  his  work;  the  hours  of  planning  and  of  consultation  by 
all  members  of  the  library  staff  for  the  perfection  of  some  detail 
which  might  bring  better  library  service  to  the  people  of  the  city; 
the  increasing  interest  of  the  library  staff  in  the  worth  and  meaning 
ot  library  work: — these  are  the  great  things  in  the  library’s  achieve- 
ment. 

For  the  fine  response  of  the  library  trustees,  for  the  splendid  co- 
operation of  the  members  of  the  staff  and  their  competent  help  and 
untiring  energy  in  facing  the  difficulties  entailed  by  a crippled  staff, 
the  librarian  is  increasingly  grateful. 

The  past  year  was  one  of  progress.  The  new  year  will  be  one 
of  new  energy,  plus  new  understanding  of  the  beauty  of  our  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  M.  CLAFLIN, 


Librarian. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen: — ■ 

I have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  the  second  annual  report 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31,  1916. 

This  department  has  the  general  care  of  all  public  highways 
(streets  and  sidewalks),  construction  of  new  streets  and  sidewalks, 
street  lighting,  street  sprinkling,  street  signs  and  house  numbering, 
street  cleaning,  and  all  work  connected  with  surface  drainage;  sewers, 
including  filter  beds;  water  system,  including  reservoir,  filter  beds, 
standpipe  and  pumping  station,  except  the  collectipn  of  water  rates 
and  other  bills  incident  to  the  various  departments;  and  general 
supervision  over  all  engineering  work  which  is  done  by  the  engineer 
of  this  department.  The  design  and  construction  of  the  new  rifle 
range  was  also  under  the  care  of  this  department. 

The  present  organization  of  the  department  is  as  follows:  Samuel 

Dyer,  Engineer;  Robert  Beverage,  Foreman  Water  and  Sewers;  Lester 
Ainsworth,  Foreman  Highways;  George  Cook,  Engineer  Pumping 
Station;  Lula  B.  Allen,  Clerk. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  OFFICE. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  tar  concrete,  cement  concrete, 
curbing,  water  pipe,  etc.  Minimum  rates  and  excess  water  bills, 
service  connections,  repairs,  and  other  charges  of  the  various  depart- 
ments have  been  billed  and  delivered  to  the  City  Collector,  and  detail 
accounts  of  expenditures  of  all  the  departments  have  been  recorded. 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  has  been  called  upon  to  do  work  for  nearly  all 
the  departments  of  the  city,  viz..  Mayor’s  office.  Assessors,  City  So- 
licitor, Police,  Board  of  Health,  Planning  Board,  Rifle  Range,  School 
Department,  Highway  Department,  Water  Department,  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, and  various  committees  of  the  Municipal  Council. 

HIGHWAYS. 

Ill  the  spring  all  the  streets  in  the  city  were  scraped,  gutters 
cleaned  and  put  in  good  condition  for  the  summer  travel  and  the 
usual  amount  of  street  cleaning  was  done  in  the  fall. 

Our  principal  work  of  this  year  has  been  a continuation  of  last 
year’s  schem.e  of  getting  all  the  main  arteries  of  travel  into  and 
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from  the  city  in  especially  good  condition.  Working  along  this  line, 
we  regraveled  Park  Street,  from  the  Attleboro  Sanitarium  to  Briggs 
Corner.  This  road  was  badly  worn  and  in  a very  dangerous  con- 
dition so  that  it  necessitated  an  average  fill  of  about  ten  inches  in 
order  to  bring  it  up  to  a uniform  grade  of  five  inches  above  the 
street  car  tracks.  The  material  used  was  the  gravel  from  the  Attle- 
boro Sanitarium  bank,  as  it  came  through  the  crusher  without  screen- 
ing, and  proved  a very  satisfactory  material. 

The  very  unusual  weather  conditions  of  last  January  developed 
very  bad  conditions  on  two  of  our  other  main  arteries,  one  on  Pleas- 
ant Street  at  the  end  of  the  State  Road,  and  one  on  South  Main 
Street  near  Thacher  Brook.  These  were  repaired  by  excavating 
a V-shaped  section  of  the  sub-grade  ten  feet  in  width  on  Pleasant 
Street,  and  twelve  feet  in  width  on  South  Main  Street,  and  of  a 
depth  of  eighteen  inches;  and  refilling  with  field  stone.  After  thor- 
oughly rolling,  a surface  coat  of  crushed  stone  six  inches  in  depth 
was  placed  and  the  top  three  inches  in  depth  penetrated  with  Tarvia  X. 

Macadam  Streets  Resurfaced  and  Repaired. 

Pleasant  Street,  Park  Street  to  Taunton  Branch  Railroad. 

Pine  Street,  Pearl  to  Orange. 

Dean  Street,  Bank  to  Perrin. 

Peck  Street,  Bank  Street  to  Railroad  Crossing. 

South  Main  Street,  Park  Street  to  Mill  Street. 

Streets  Resurfaced  With  Gravel. 

Turner  Street,  from  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  R.  R.  Crossing  to  Cum- 
berland line. 

McMann  Street,  Turner  Street  to  Pawtucket  line. 

Highland  Avenue,  two  sections. 

Newport  Avenue,  near  North  Attleboro  line. 

Sections  of  Bishop  Street,  Steere  Street,  and  Pike  Avenue. 

Lamb  Street,  Thacher  Street  to  River  Bridge. 

Thacher  Street,  South  Main  Street  to  River  Bridge. 

Streets  Scarified  and  Reshaped. 

North  Main  Street,  West  Street  to  Dr.  Holden’s. 

North  Avenue,  westerly  side.  West  Street  to  North  Attleboro  line 

Bank  Street,  Bungay  River  to  Holden  Street. 

OILING. 

A total  of  32.62  miles  of  streets  have  been  oiled  this  year,  divided 


as  follows: 

Heavy  Asphalt  9.83  miles 

Light  Asphalt  6.66 

Tarvia  6.71 

Non-asphaltic  9.42  “ 


In  addition,  13.2  miles  of  street  car  tracks  have  been  oiled. 

TOOLS  AND  EQUIPMENT. 

The  usual  amount  of  small  tools  have  been  purchased  this  year. 
The  engine  at  the  crusher  in  Forest  Street  yard  was  in  such  shape 
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it  was  deemed  wise  to  replace  it  with  a 30  H.  P.  electric  motor.  A 
20  H.  P.  motor  was  also  purchased  for  the  portable  crusher,  thus 
leaving  the  portable  boiler  free  to  be  used  in  unloading  oil. 

The  final  payment  of  three  thousand  ($3,000)  dollars  on  the 
Buffalo  Maintenance  roller  was  made  this  year. 

A Kent  oil  heater  and  forcer,  and  one  600-gallcn  oil  distributor 
have  been  added  to  our  street  oiling  equipment  this  year. 

BRIDGES. 

The  River  Bridges  are,  with  few  exceptions,  in  very  bad  shape. 
The  floor  timbers  and  flooring  are  badly  rotted,  and  it  is  only  a 
question  of  a short  time  when  they  will  all  have  to  be  rebuilt.  The 
usual  maintenance  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  various  bridges. 

Tiffany  Street  Bridge,  the  completion  of  which  was  held  up  last 
year  by  reason  of  the  cold  weather,  has  been  finished. 

A new  bridge  of  concrete  on  Holman  Street  crossing  Thacher 
Brook  drain  has  been  constructed  this  year. 

The  following  bridges  have  been  replanked  this  year: 

Bank  Street  river  bridge. 

County  Street  river  bridge  over  Seven  Mile  River. 

Hebronville  Railroad  bridge. 

CROSSWALKS. 

Five  cement  and  two  tar  crosswalks  have  been  constructed  this 
year,  as  follows: 


Cement  Crossings. 

Thirteenth  Street  at  County. 

Mechanics  Street  at  North  Main  Street. 

Hayward  Street  at  North  Main  Street. 

South  Main  Street  at  County  Street. 

Pleasant  Street  at  Falmouth  Street. 

Tar  Crossings. 

Dean  Street  at  Bank  Street. 

Peck  Street  at  Bank  Street. 

STREET  SWEEPING. 

Three  street  sweeping  patrols  have  been  maintained  this  year 
in  the  center  of  the  city. 


DRAINS. 

The  need  of  a complete  drainage  system  for  the  city  is  more 
apparent  each  year.  It  was  well  illustrated  this  year  when  during 
the  summer  an  unusually  heavy  storm  flooded  Union  Street,  Pleasant 
Street,  under  the  railroad  bridge,  and  under  the  Peck  Street  arch. 
There  are  surface  drains  at  these  places  but  they  are  not  adequate 
to  take  care  of  the  water.  Constant  requests  are  being  made  from 
citizens  of  all  parts  of  the  city  for  relief  from  the  surface  water 
conditions.  This  we  could  not  do  to  any  large  extent,  as  there  was 
no  special  appropriation  made  for  the  purpose  and  what  little  we 
did  do  was  charged  to  Highway  and  Sewer  maintenance  accounts. 
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We  have  endeavored  to  keep  the  few  catch  basins,  which  we  have, 
clean  and  in  a sanitary  condition,  but  as  many  of  them  are  small, 
it  is  next  to  impossible  to  keep  them  in  such  shape  that  they  will 
take  care  of  the  water  during  heavy  storms. 


New  Catch  Basins. 


Lamb  Street  near  Mossberg’s  factory 2 

Park  Street  at  C.  R.  Remington’s 1 

Park  Street  at  Sanitarium 1 

Pleasant  Street  at  corner  of  Emory 1 

South  Main  Street  at  corner  of  Beacon 1 

South  Main  Street  at  corner  of  Mill 1 

Turner  Street  at  Standard  Oil  Co 1 

Turner  Street  near  Crown  Mill 1 

Total 9 


SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING. 

Bids  were  received  this  year  for  both  concrete  and  tar  concrete 
walks,  but  as  the  abutters  chose  cement,  no  tar  concrete  was  laid. 

Granite  curbing  with  cement  gutters,  and  cement  curb  and  cement 
gutters  have  been  laid  this  year.  As  cement  curbing  is  somewhat 
cheaper  than  granite,  this  department  would  recommend  that  only 
cement  curb  and  gutter  be  laid,  especially  on  residential  streets. 
Curbing  has  been  set  in  the  following  streets: 

Granite. 

South  Main  Street,  west  side,  Thacher  Street  southerly 
Jefferson  Street,  east  side,  Second  Street  to  Third 

Street  

Perrin  Street,  west  side,  Dean  Street  to  Cemetery.  . . . 

1,437  feet 


885  feet 

279  feet 
273  feet 


Cement. 

Fifth  Street,  south  side,  County  Street  westerly 452  feet 

Total  1,889  feet 


Cement  Sidewalks. 

South  Main  Street,  west  side,  Thacher  Street  southerly  885  feet  wide 


Fifth  Street,  south  side.  County  Street  westerly 454  feet  wide 

Total  1,339  feet  or 

815.5  sq.  yds. 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT. 


For  the  first  time  the  receipts  of  the  department  for  the  year 
have  exceeded  the  expenses.  These  expenses  include  construction, 
maintenance,  amount  paid  into  sinking  fund,  interest  charges,  and 
serial  bonds.  However,  this  is  only  temporary,  as  it  will  be  neces- 
sary in  the  immediate  future  to  expend  a considerable  sum  of  money 
to  increase  the  ground  water  supply  at  the  Pumping  Station.  Our 
surface  water  supply  is  sufficient  for  some  years  to  come,  but  we 
are  fast  reaching  the  daily  consumption  which  our  ground  water 
supply  was  designed  to  meet.  It  will  also  be  necessary,  in  the  near 
future,  to  relay  some  of  our  smaller  pipes  and  lay  new  main  line  in 
order  that  the  domestic  and  fire  supply  will  be  adequate  to  take  care 
of  the  growth  of  the  city. 

PUMPING  STATION. 

The  Pumping  Station  pumps,  boilers,  and  grounds  are  in  good 
condition  and  only  minor  repairs  have  been  necessary  to  keep  the 
Station  and  equipment  in  a high  state  of  efficiency.  About  eight 
acres  of  reforestration  have  been  done  this  year.  Seven  thousand 
(7,000)  four  year  old  White  Pine  transplants,  and  one  thousand  (1,000) 
four  year  old  Norway  Spruce  transplants  have  been  set  out.  This 
work  we  hope  to  continue  each  year. 


Stand  Pipe. 

The  repairs  on  the  stand  pipe,  which  were  completed  last  year, 
were  evidently  well  executed,  as  there  are  no  evidences  of  any  leaks 
up  to  the  present  time. 


Work  Shop. 

The  first  floor  of  the  work  shop  has  been  remodelled  in  order 
to  make  room  for  the  two  automobiles  which  were  purchased  for  the 
Police  Department  this  year.  The  expense  for  the  work  was  appor- 
tioned between  the  Water  and  Police  Departments. 

A new  heater  has  also  been  installed  in  the  work  shop  to  re- 
place the  old  one,  and  a new  automobile  purchased  for  the  Meter 
Department. 


RESERVOIR. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  for  making  any  repair  at  the  reser- 
voir this  year. 

The  first  water  drawn  from  the  reservoir  this  year  was  on  August 
21,  and  finally  closed  November  22.  Between  these  dates  the  gates 
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were  opened  or  closed  according  as  there  was  or  was  not  water  flow- 
ing from  the  Seven  Mile  River  onto  the  filter  beds.  Total  number  of 
days  water  was  drawn  from  reservoir,  72. 

A total  of  6,000,000  gallons  was  also  pumped  from  Orr’s  Pond  onto 
the  filter  beds. 

MAIN  LINE. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  table  that  all  main  lines 
laid  this  year  have  been  6-inch  pipe.  The  domestic  supply  which  can 
be  obtained  from  a 2-inch,  or  even  smaller  pipe,  is  the  first  con- 
sideration; but  fire  protection  is  essential,  and  that  cannot  be  given 
with  less  than  a 6-inch  pipe.  From  our  work  this  year  it  is  evident 
that  much  of  the  small  pipe,  in  the  central  part  of  the  city  especially, 
will  very  soon  have  to  be  replaced  by  larger  pipe. 


SERVICES  AND  METERS. 

On  account  of  a lesser  amount  of  building  than  in  former  years, 
the  expense  of  services  and  meters  has  been  somewhat  reduced;  but 
a great  deal  of  labor  has  been  expended  in  putting  into  perfect  con- 
dition many  services,  service  gates,  waste  valves,  and  meters  that 
were  found  defective. 


HYDRANTS  AND  GATES. 

Special  attention,  and  an  unusual  amount  of  it,  has  been  given 
to  hydrants  and  gates.  Those  found  in  questionable  condition  have 
been  replaced  with  new;  additional  ones  have  been  installed;  and 
all  have  been  carefully  tested. 

In  general  the  Department  is  in  good  condition  so  far  as  ser- 
vice and  domestic  supply  is  concerned,  and  in  most  portions  of  the 
city  the  fire  service  is  adequate.  Another  trunk  line  from  the  sta- 
tion and  a few  larger  distributing  mains  would  give  nearly  the  entire 
city  excellent  fire  protection.  This  should  be  the  next  consideration 
for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  system. 


PUMPING  RECORDS, 
Totals  Per  Month. 


Month 

Hours 

Coal 

Gallons 

Pumping 

Consumed 

Pumped 

Januarv  

289 

68,500 

25,630,807 

February  

230 

66,200 

25,008,919 

March  

259 

70,981 

25,731,559 

April  

236 

75,082 

24,795,398 

May  

268 

79,728 

27,796,366 

June  

282 

80,054 

29,613,122 

July  

306 

87,711 

31,939,954 

August  

326 

89,269 

32,386,124 

September  

296 

82,945 

33,274,180 

October  

301 

92,404 

34,656,286 

November  

285 

86,848 

32,000,071 

December  

302 

91,254 

31,704,133 

Totals 

3,380 

970,976 

354,536,919 
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PUMPING  RECORDS. 
Daily  Averages  Per  Month. 


Month 

Hours 

Coal 

Gallons 

Pumping  Consumed 

Pumped 

January  

9-20 

2,210 

826,800 

February  

7-55 

2,283 

862,375 

March  

8-22 

2,290 

830,050 

April 

7-52 

2,503 

826,513 

Mav  

8-40 

2,572 

896,657 

June  

9-12 

2,668 

987,104 

July  

9-54 

2,829 

1,030,321 

August  

10-30 

2,880 

1,044,714 

September  . . . . 

9-52 

2,765 

1,108,845 

October  

9-44 

2,981 

1,117,945 

November 

9-30 

2,895 

1,066,609 

December  

9-46 

2,944 

1,022,714 

Totals . . . . 

9-13 

2,652 

968,387 

MAIN  PIPE  EXTENSIONS. 

Street 

Length 

Size 

Total 

Cost 

Cost 

Per  Foot 

Cumberland  Avenue 

1,346 

6" 

$1,652.90 

$1.23 

Curtis  Avenue 

460 

6" 

542.14 

1.18 

East 

. 158 

6" 

186.74 

1.18 

Holden  

1,133 

6" 

1,374.86 

1.21 

Irving  

176 

6" 

243.44 

1.38 

Sixth  

113 

6" 

119.42 

1.06 

3,386 

$4,119.50 

$1.23 

Watson  Avenue 

49 

2" 

16.40 

.33 

Totals.  . . . 

3,435 

$4,135.90 

SERVICES 

LAID 

Cost 

Cost 

Size 

No. 

Length  Main 

Box 

Total 

Cost 

to  Box 

to  House 

Cost 

Per  Foot 

1"  

51 

2,191  $594.48 

$644.44 

$1,238.92 

$.565 

11/2"  

1 

41 

17.36 

17.36 

.423 

9" 

3 

150  36.28 

72.50 

108.78 

.725 

6"  

1 

121 

137.29 

137.29 

1.133 

Total 

56 

2,503  $630.76 

$871.59 

$1,502.35 
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REPORT  OF  RAINFALL 
YEAR  1916. 


Month  Amount 

January  1.41  inches 

February 4.71 

March  1.40 

April 3.28  “ 

May  5.28  “ 

June  4.83 

July  7.63 

August  2.19 

September  1.19 

October  2.41 

November  1.69 

December  2.26 


Total  for  year 38.28  inches 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1916. 

In  Form  Recommended  by  the  New  England  Water  Works  Association. 


Population  by  census  of  1915 18,480 

Date  of  construction  (by  Fire  District) 1873 

Date  taken  over  by  Town 1894 

Owned  by — City  of  Attleboro. 


Source  of  supply — Two  wells  near  Seven  Mile  River,  Orr’s  Pond, 
Hoppin  Hill  Reservoir. 

Mode  of  supply— Pumped  direct  overflow  to  Standpipe. 


PUMPING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Builders  of  pumping  machinery — Deane,  Barr  and  Snow. 

2.  Description  of  fuel  used — a.  Kind — soft.  b.  Brand  of  coal 

used — New  River,  Carbon  Forge,  c.  Average  price  of  coal 
per  gross  ton  delivered,  $5.75.  d.  Percentage  of  ash,  9.86. 


e.  Wood,  price  per  cord — None  purchased. 

3.  Coal  consumed  for  the  year  in  pounds 960,973 

4.  (Pounds  of  wood  consumed)  divided  by  3 equals 

equivalent  amount  of  coal,  pounds 300 

5.  Total  equivalent  coal  consumed  for  the  year  equals  (3) 

plus  (4),  in  pounds 961,273 

6.  Total  pumpage  for  the  year  in  gallons,  no  allowance 

for  slippage  .• 354,528,919 

7.  Average  static  head  against  which  pumps  work,  in  feet  242 

8.  Average  dynamic  head  against  which  pumps  work,  in 

feet  258 

9.  Number  of  gallons  pumped  per  pound  of  equivalent 

coal  (5)  • 369 

10.  Duty  equals  gallons  pumped  (6)  x 8.34  (lbs.)  x 100  x 

dynamic  head  (8)  equals 79,000,000 


Total  fuel  consumed  (5) 
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11.  Cost  of  pumping,  figured  in  Pumping  Station  expenses, 


viz $7,019.38 

12.  Per  million  gallons  pumped $19.77 

13.  Per  million  gallons  raised  one  foot  (dynamic) $0,077 

FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  receipts  per  City  Auditor’s  statement...  $72,815.44 

Expenditures  per  City  Auditor’s  statement: 

Maintenance  and  Construction $27,716.92 

Paid  Sinking  Fund 10,000.00 

Paid  interest  on  bonds 22,165.00 

Paid  serial  bonds 11,000.00 

70,881.92 


Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures $1,933.52 

STATISTICS  OF  CONSUMPTION  OF  WATER. 

1.  Estimated  population,  1915  census  18,480 

2.  Estimated  population  on  lines  of  pipe 18,100 

3.  Estimated  population  supplied  18,100 

4.  Total  consumption  for  the  year  (gallons) 354,528,919 

5.  Passed  through  meters  (gallons) 200,154,000 

6.  Percentage  of  consumption  metered 56% 

7.  Average  daily  consumption  in  gallons 971,312 

8.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  inhabitant  52.5 

9.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  consumer  53.6 

10.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  tap  327 

11.  Cost  of  supplying  water,  per  million  gallons,  figured  on 

total  maintenance  (item  CC) $78.19 

12.  Total  cost  of  supplying  water,  per  million  gallons,  fig- 

ured on  total  maintenance  plus  interest  on  bonds. 

Sinking  Fund,  and  bonds $199.95 


STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  MAINS. 


1.  Kind  of  pipe Cast  iron 

2.  Sizes  1Y2"  to  24" 

3.  Extended  during  year  (feet) 3,435 

4.  Number  of  hydrants  added 4 

5.  Number  of  hydrants  now  in  use 490 

6.  Range  of  pressure  on  mains  (pounds)  85  to  135 


SERVICES. 


7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


Kind  of  pipe 

Sizes  

Number  of  services  added  during  year 

Number  now  in  use 

Average  cost  of  service  for  the  year 

(per  foot)  

Number  of  meters  in  use 

Percentage  of  services  metered 


wrought  iron,  cement-lined 
1"  to  6" 
43 
2,965 

$0.57 

2,938 

100% 
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SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 

The  usual  care  and  attention  has  been  given  to  this  excellent 
system,  for  so  it  has  proved  to  be.  A little  more  flushing  than  usual 
has  been  done  this  year,  and  this  work  will  continue  to  increase, 
as  the  system  is  more  generally  used,  in  order  to  keep  the  solid 
matter  from  collecting  along  the  flat  grades. 

Sewer  Connections. 

Total  connections  to  Jan.  1,  1916....  844.  Buildings  served....  1,004 
Connections  added  during  1916 89.  Buildings  served....  97 


Total  connections  Jan.  1,  1917 933.  Buildings  served....  1,101 


RIFLE  RANGE. 

This  much  discussed  subject  has  now  been  settled.  The  city  has 
purchased  approximately  one  hundred  fifty  acres  at  Deantown, 

and  have  constructed  four  target  butts,  one  each  at  200  yards,  300 
yards,  500  yards,  and  600  yards.  Target  frames  purchased  and  set, 
and  the  range  completed  with  the  exception  of  telephones  and  range 
house. 

The  design  and  construction  of  this  work  has  been  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Adjutant  General’s  office,  and  we  have  also  ob- 
tained other  expert  advice  so  that  if  the  State  does  decide  to  take 
over  the  rifle  ranges,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  ours  being  prop- 
erly constructed  and  laid  out. 


STREET  LIGHTING. 

This  year  we  removed  all  the  arc  lights  on  County  Street,  and 
placed  five  60  C.  P.  lights  for  each  arc  removed,  the  result  being  very 
satisfactory.  We  hope  to  continue  this  work  the  coming  year  in 
other  sections  of  the  city. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  and  kinds  of  lights  in  use 


Jan.  1,  1917: 

Kind 

Number 

Arc  

18 

Sunset  to  1 A.  M. 

Arc  

5 

1 A.  M.  to  daylight 

250  C.  P.  Incandescent.... 

45 

Sunset  to  1 A.  M. 

100  C.  P.  Incandescent.  . . . 

101 

Sunset  to  1 A.  M. 

60  C.  P.  Incandescent.... 

840 

Sunset  to  1 A.  M. 

32  C.  P.  Incandescent.  . . . 

20 

All  night  lights 

Under  R.  R.  arches. 

In  conclusion,  I desire 

to  express  my  appreciation  to  His  Honor, 

the  Mayor,  the  members  of  the  Municipal  Council,  and  other  City 
Officials  for  courtesies  and  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  past 
year.  To  the  employes  of  this  Department,  and  other  departments, 
I also  extend  my  thanks  for  their  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  J.  GOODALE, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 
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Estimate  of  Receipts,  1917 
Public  Works  Department 

Water  Department. 


Supply  of  Water $62,000.00 

Hydrant  Rental  (490) 14,700.00 

Sprinkling  and  Fountains 1,000.00 

Flushing  Sewers  100.00 

$77,800.00 

Highway  Department. 

Curbing  betterments  $1,070.00 

Concrete  betterments  1,562.00 

General  468.00 

$3,100.00 


Recommendations  for  1917 

ADMINISTRATION. 


Superintendent’s  Salary  $2,500.00 

Engineer’s  Salary  1,200.00 

Assistant  Engineer’s  Salary 936.00 

Clerk’s  Salary  1,000.00 

Assistant  Clerk’s  Salary 624.00 

Engineering  supplies  250.00 

Office  supplies  400.00 

Auto  insurance,  repairs,  tires,  etc 400.00 


$7,310.00 


WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Pipes  to  be  Relaid  and  New  Extensions. 

Owing  to  the  advance  of  50%  in  the  cost  of  materials,  1 do  not 
recommend  that  any  pipes  be  relaid  this  year,  but  I feel  that  those 
recommended  to  be  relaid  in  1916  are  very  much  needed  to  improve 
our  distribution  system. 


New  Extensions. 

I still  think  that  the  extensions  recommended  for  1916  are  fast 
becoming  a necessity,  but  for  the  reason  stated  above  I am  only 
recommending  three  extensions  this  year,  which  if  these  dead  ends 
are  connected,  will  reinforce  the  supply  at  the  Home  Bleach  and  Dye 
works  and  the  Crown  Mill,  both  of  these  concerns  having  built  large 
additions  this  year. 


Robinson  Avenue  6"  $1,800.00  Connecting  dead  ends 

Brown  Street  6"  1,600.00  Connecting  dead  ends 


Mendon  Road  and  Leedham  Sts...  6"  1,900.00  Connecting  dead  ends 


Total 


$5,300.00 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT  MAINTENANCE. 


New  meters  $2,700.00 

Services  2,500.00 

Main  Extension  6,600.00 

Shop  and  Barn..* 700.00 

Pumping  Station  7,500.00 

Maintenance  Pay  Roll 5,000.00 

Teams  and  Auto 1,500.00 

Insurance 850.00 

Tools  and  Equipment 400.00 

Maintenance  material  400.00 

Repair  of  Filter  Beds 6,000.00 

Incidentals  350.00 


$34,500.00 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 


Filter  Beds  maintenance $2,100.00 

Repair  and  care  of  sewers 700.00 


$2,800.00 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

BRIDGES. 

Water  Street  Bridge. 

This  bridge  is  in  a dangerous  condition,  and  I would  recommend 
that  a new  bridge  be  constructed  the  full  width  of  this  street.  The 
estimated  cost  is  seven  thousand  ($7,000)  dollars. 

Maple  Street  Bridge. 

I would  recommend  that  a new  bridge,  the  full  width  of  the  street, 
over  Thacher  Brook,  be  constructed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  ($1,300)  dollars. 

Mechanics  Street. 

The  wooden  bridge  on  this  street  is  in  a very  dangerous  condition 
and  something  will  have  to  be  done  this  year  either  by  constructing 
a new  bridge  at  its  present  location,  or  straightening  the  street,  as 
was  suggested  in  the  preliminary  report  for  1916. 

Should  it  be  decided  to  build  a new  bridge  at  its  present  loca- 
tion, I v/ould  recommend  the  widening  of  the  street  from  Hodges 
Street  to  Third  Street. 

The  present  width  of  the  street  from  Hodges  to  Third  Street  is 
40  feet,  and  from  Third  Street  beyond  it  is  50  feet  wide. 

Railroad  Bridges. 

In  1915,  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Bridge 
Inspector  informed  me  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  lay  new  the 
floor  timber  in  all  of  the  overhead  bridges  during  1916,  and  when 
this  is  done,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  city  to  lay  new  flooring. 
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He  came  to  me  in  September  and  stated  that  they  were  ready  to 
begin  work.  Lumber  was  immediately  ordered  for  Olive  Street  and 
Holden  Street  bridges,  but  it  has  not  arrived  as  yet,  although  it  is 
expected  in  any  day. 

The  estimated  cost  for  repairing  these  bridges  is  as  follows; 


Lindsey  Street  $400.00 

Starkey  Avenue 425.00 

Olive  Street  1,200.00 

Thurber  Avenue  400.00 

Hebronville  Foot  Bridge 200.00 

Mendon  Road  400.00 


$3,025.00 


SPECIAL  STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Union  and  Park  Streets. 

I am  enclosing  a schedule  of  estimates  for  four  different  kinds 
of  pavements  for  the  improvement  of  Union  Street,  from  Mill  Street 
to  Park  Street;  and  Park  Street,  from  Union  Street  to  Pine  Street. 
All  these  pavements  are  estimated  to  be  laid  on  a 5-inch  concrete  base. 

In  determining  the  type  of  pavement  to  lay,  there  are  several 
things  to  consider.  Among  these  are  slipperiness,  whether  noisy  or 
not,  easy  to  clean,  sanitary,  and  life  of  the  pavement. 

Of  these,  the  asphalt  block  and  asphalt  penetration  have  about 
the  same  characteristics,  except  that  the  asphalt  penetration  is  a 
little  less  slippery  and  shorter  lived  than  the  asphalt  block.  The 
principal  features  of  these  pavements  are  that  they  are  the  most 
slippery,  less  noisy,  easiest  to  clean,  and  are  sanitary.  Brick  is  less 
slippery,  a little  more  noisy,  not  quite  so  easy  to  clean,  sanitary, 
and  a little  longer  lived.  Granite  block  affords  the  best  footing  for 
horses,  more  noisy,  hardest  to  clean,  sanitary,  and  much  longer  lived. 

If  we  take  the  probable  life  of  these  pavements  to  be  asphalt 
penetration,  five  years;  asphalt  block,  ten  years;  brick,  fifteen  years, 
and  granite  block,  thirty  years,  and  divide  the  cost  per  square,  elimi- 
nating $1.00  from  each,  which  is  practically  the  cost  of  the  concrete 
base,  the  life  of  which  is  indefinite,  we  have  the  following  results: 


Kind  Life  Cost  per  Cost  per  sq.  yd. 

sq.  yd.  per  year 

Asphalt  Penetration  5 yrs.  $1.00  20c 

Asphalt  Block  10  yrs.  1.75  17i/^c 

Brick  15  yrs.  2.25  15c 

Granite  Block 30  yrs.  2.75  9 l/6c 


From  the  above  data  it  might  seem  wise  at  first  thought  to  lay 
Granite  Block;  but  when  you  consider  that  it  is  very  noisy  and  hard 
to  keep  clean  and  therefore  dusty  and  annoying  to  the  manufacturers, 
it  in  my  judgment  is  not  the  pavement  to  lay  on  these  particular 
streets. 

The  same  objections  hold  true  of  brick  pavement,  but  to  a less 
extent. 

Of  the  asphalt  block  and  asphalt  penetration,  there  is  not  much 
choice  as  far  as  the  convenience  of  the  abutting  owners  and  manu- 
facturers are  concerned,  except  in  the  final  cost;  but  considering  the 
first  cost  and  my  belief  that  the  asphalt  penetration  with  proper 
maintenance  will  last  more  than  five  years,  it  is  my  judgment  that 
this  pavement  should  be  laid.  I therefore  recommend  that  asphalt 
penetration  be  the  material  used  to  pave  Union  and  Park  Streets. 
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GENERAL  MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR  WORK. 


General  Street  Expenses $45,000.00 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing  3,500.00 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 10,000.00 

Lighting  19,000.00 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  numbering  and  clock  repairs 225.00 

Insurance,  Property  and  Liability 900.00 


$78,625.00 


DRAINAGE. 

This  department  is  at  work  following  out  the  instruction  of  the 
Municipal  Council  regarding  a complete  system  of  surface  drainage, 
cost,  etc.,  and  for  that  reason  I am  not  recommending  any  special 
drainage  systems  this  year,  but  our  needs  are  no  fewer  than  last  year. 

STREET  LIGHTING. 

The  length  of  time  which  our  streets  are  lighted  does  not  seem 
to  satisfy  all  of  our  citizens,  and  I would  recommend  that  the  streets 
be  lighted  every  night  and  until  1:30  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
expense  would  be  small  and  possibly  would  do  away  with  the  present 
criticism. 

RIFLE  RANGE. 

The  construction  of  the  Rifle  Range  is  still  incomplete  as  there 
is  needed  a range  house,  target  house,  telephones,  and  some  additional 
work  in  filling  in  front  of  the  butts  caused  by  the  settlement  of  the 
fresh  fill  through  the  winter;  also  the  brush  has  sprung  up  during 
the  year  and  will  need  to  be  cut,  and  some  small  expense  on  the 
targets. 

COMMON. 

The  repair  and  care  of  the  Common  has  heretofore  been  in  the 
Highway  Department,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  should  be 
under  the  Park  Commission.  I would  therefore  recommend  that  the 
Park  Commission  be  given  the  care  of  the  Common  and  that  the  High- 
way Department  be  instructed  to  take  care  of  the  snow. 


UNION  STREET  WIDENING  (PARK  STREET  TO  SOUTH  LINE  OF  MILL  STREET). 
Estimate  of  Cost  Exclusive  of  Land  Damages. 

Proposed  street,  45'  wide — Distance  between  curbs,  31'. 

Area  paved  by  street  railroad,  8.0  ft.  wide — 2 sidewalks  each  7'  wide. 

December,  1916. 
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UNION  STREET  WIDENING  (PARK  STREET  TO  SOUTH  LINE  OF  MILL  STREET). 
Estimate  of  Cost  Exclusive  of  Land  Damages. 

Proposed  street,  45'  wide — Distance  between  curbs,  31'. 

Area  paved  by  street  railroad,  8.0  feet  wide — 2 sidewalks  each  7'  wide. 

December,  1916. 
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PARK  STREET— WEST  LINE  OF  UNION  TO  EAST  LINE  OF  PINE  STREET. 
Estimated  Cost  of  Paving  and  Other  Improvements. 

December,  1916. 
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Granite  Block  (R.  R.  tracks  only) 520  sq.  yds.  3.75  1,950.00  1,950.00 

Incidentals,  add  10% 335.00  387.50 

3,685.00  


PARK  STREET— WEST  LINE  OF  UNION  TO  EAST  LINE  OF  PINE  STREET. 
Estimate  of  Cost  of  Paving  and  Other  Improvements. 

December,  1916. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  Committee 


ATTLEBORO,  MASSACHUSETTS 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  31 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1916-1917 


Term 

Expires 

January 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald, 

250  County  St. 
Telephone  172-M. 

1917 

Thomas  G.  Sadler, 

South  Attleboro 
Telephone  Pawt.  336-W 

1917 

Walter  A.  Briggs, 

1 Cliff  St. 
Telephone  619-R 

1917 

Benjamin  P.  King, 

17  First  St. 
Telephone  764-W 

1918 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson, 

13  Maple  St. 
Telephone  354-W 

1918 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin, 

32  John  St. 

Telephone:  Residence  713-W 
Telephone:  Office  279-J 

1918 

Walter  J.  Newman, 

177  Pine  St. 
Telephone  710-M 

1919 

Edwin  F.  Thayer, 

17  Mechanics  St. 
Telephone  468-M 

1919 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford, 

Tyler  St. 
Telephone  717-W 

1919 

ORGANIZATION 

Benjamin  P.  King Chairman 

Ur.  Reginald  P.  Dakin Secretary 

Benjamin  P.  King Representative  before  Municipal  Council 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr.  King,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Thayer. 
Text-Books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Incidentals  and  Repairs 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Sadler,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Visiting  Schools 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mrs.  Ford,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Briggs. 
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INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Advisory  Committee 

S.  M.  Einstein,  E.  L.  Gowen,  W.  L.  King, 

H.  D.  Lincoln,  J.  H,  Harmstone. 

Regular  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  7:45 
o’clock  P.  M. 

Bills  may  be  approved  at  each  meeting  of  the  Committee.  All 
bills  to  be  acted  on  must  be  submitted  in  duplicate,  approved  by  the 
chairman  of  the  sub-committee  contracting  the  same,  and  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  Superintendent’s  office,  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  the  meeting. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Lewis  A.  Fales,  22  Mechanics  St Telephone  238-J 

Office,  Sanford  Street  School Telephone  64-R 


The  Superintendent’s  office  is  open  on  school  days  from  8:30  to 
12:30,  and  from  1:30  to  5;  Saturday  from  9 to  12.  The  Superintend- 
ent’s office  hours  on  school  days  are  from  8:30  to  9;  4 to  5 Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday;  7 to  8 Monday  evening. 

Clerks 


Alice  I.  Wetherell 32  Sanford  St 

Telephone  347-J 

Myrtle  F.  Goodwin 141  North  Main  St. 

Telephone  325-M 


School  Physician 

Dr.  Wilfred  E.  Rounseville 

Telephone  320 


40  Bank  St. 


Attendance  Officer 

Warren  Parker,  9 Grove  St Telephone  175-M 

Office Sanford  Street  School 

Office  hours  on  school  days:  8:30-9:00  A.  M.  daily.  3:30-5:00 

P.  M.,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Friday. 


School  Calendar— 1916-1917 

Fall  term 

Winter  term 

Spring  term 

Fall  term  begins 


, .Sept.  5 to  Dec.  22,  1916 
Jan.  1 to  March  23,  1917 
April  2 to  June  22,  1917 
Sept.  4,  1917 


SCHOOL  SESSIONS 

High  School — One  session,  from  8:15  to  1,  with  a recess  of  fifteen 
minutes. 

Grammar  and  Primary  Schools — Morning  session  from  9 to  11:45. 
Afternoon  session  from  1:30  to  3:45,  from  beginning  of  spring 
term  to  Nov.  1;  1:15  to  3:30  from  Nov.  1 to  March  1.  Grade  1 
closes  fifteen  minutes  earlier  than  the  other  grades. 
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NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


Four  Double  Strokes  on  the  Fire  Alarm  2-2-2-2. 

7:15  A.  M.  No  session  for  the  High  School. 

8:00  A.  M,  No  morning  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High 
School. 

8:15  A.  M.  No  morning  session  for  the  first,  second  and  third 
grades.  Afternoon  session  for  all  grades  unless 
the  signal  is  repeated  at  12:15  or  12:30. 

11:15  A.  M.  One  session.  Grades  I to  III  will  close  for  the  day 
at  12  M.  All  higher  grades  then  in  session  will 
close  for  the  day  at  1 P.  M. 

12:15  P.  M.  No  afternoon  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High 
School. 

12:30  P.  M.  No  afternoon  session  for  the  first,  second  and  third 
grades. 

6:50  P.  M.  No  session  for  the  evening  schools. 

The  signal  will  be  given  at  8 A.  M.  and  12:15  P.  M.  only  in  very 
severe  weather. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Dr. 


To  appropriations  $114,599.41 

To  transfer  from  account  of  Independent  Evening  Indus- 
trial School  to  cover  charges  belonging  to  that  ac- 
count, etc 13.50 


Total.. $114,612.91 

Cr. 

By  net  expenditures  for  support  of  schools $111,055.16 

By  expenditures  for  Tiffany  School  repairs 1,196.38 

By  expenditures  for  special  repairs  for  fire  protection....  1,928.49 

By  amounts  paid  for  individual  telephones,  books  and  sup- 
plies sold,  use  of  High  School  Hall,  etc.,  for  which 

the  City  was  reimbursed 391.16 

By  balance  41.72 


Total 


$114,612.91 


GROSS  EXPENDITURES. 
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$2,306.82 

3,416.31 

77,892.74 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1917 


Compared  With  Expenditures  for  1916 


Appro- 

Expendi- 

Esti- 

Increase 

priated 

tures 

mated 

over 

1916 

1916 

1917 

1916 

General  Control 
1.  School  Committee — 

Agent 

$425.00 

$414.80 

$425.00 

$10.20 

Clerks  

1,319.00 

1,333.00 

1,413.00 

80.00 

Office  expenses  . . 

50.00 

62.03 

50.00 

—12.03 

Reports  

100.00 

78.65 

100.00 

21.35 

Telephones 

232.00 

318.34 

235.00 

—83.34 

Census  

,100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

$2,226.00 

$2,306.82 

$2,323.00 

$16.18 

2.  Superintendence 

including 

Attendance  Officer- 

Superintendent  . . 

$2,400.00 

$2,400.00 

$2,500.00 

$100.00 

Attendance  Officer 
Office  expenses, 

700.00 

687.52 

700.00 

12.48 

fuel,  etc 

Expenses  out  of 

200.00 

220.38 

200.00 

—20.38 

town  

90.00 

93.16 

90.00 

—3.16 

$3,390.00 

$3,401.06 

$3,490.00 

$88.94 

Instruction 

Teachers’  salaries 
Text-books,  s u p- 

$72,421.00 

$70,992.70 

$75,670.00 

$4,677.30 

plies  and  care 
of  organs  

3,850.00 

4,940.54 

4,500.00 

—440.54 

Cooking 

Manual  training 

300.00 

328.69 

300.00 

—28.69 

and  sewing  . . . 

350.00 

430.00 

425.00 

—5.00 

$76,921.00 

$76,691.93 

$80,895.00 

$4,203.07 

Operating  School  Plant 

Janitors 

$9,715.00 

$9,918.94 

$10,071.00 

$152.06 

Fuel  

6,400.00 

7,421.45 

7,035.00 

—386.45 

Water  

Janitors’  supplies. 

650.00 

653.48 

650.00 

—3.48 

etc 

450.00 

553.90 

500.00 

—53.90 

Power  

225.00 

315.76 

300.00 

—15.76 

Lights  

250.00 

264.81 

250.00 

—14.81 

Towels  

110.00 

109.44 

110.00 

.56 

$17,800.00 

$19,237.78 

$18,916.00 

—$321.78 

Maintaining  School  Plant 

Repairs  

$4,500.00 

$4,137.76 

$5,000.00 

$862.24 

Furniture  

250.00 

142.68 

250.00 

107.32 

Flags  

50.00 

42.45 

50.00 

7.55 

Care  of  grounds . . 

50.00 

33.85 

50.00 

16.15 

Tiffany  School . . . 
Special  repairs  for 

1,500.00 

1,196.38 

500.00 

—696.38 

fire  protection  . 

1,500.00 

1,928.49 

—1,928.49 

$7,850.00 

$7,841.61 

$5,850.00 

—$1,631.61 
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Auxiliary  Agencies 
Health  — School 


Physician  

Transportation  . . 

$400.00 

3,388.00 

$400.00 

3,029.00 

$400.00 

3,688.00 

$659.00 

Miscellaneous 

$3,788.00 

$3,429.00 

$4,088.00 

$659.00 

Truant  School  . . . 

$50.00 

$12.00 

$50.00 

$38.00 

Benevolence 

300.00 

198.63 

300.00 

101.37 

Graduations  

125.00 

161.76 

150.00 

—11.76 

Sundries  

100.00 

93.83 

100.00 

6.17 

Express  

50.00 

35.83 

35.00 

—.83 

$625.00 

$502.05 

$535.00 

$132.95 

Evening  Schools 

$1,450.00 

$1,199.08 

$1,000.00 

—$199.08 

Vacation  Schools  .... 

450.00 

321.86 

400.00 

78.14 

$114,500.00 

$114,571.19 

$117,597.00 

$3,025.81 

SUMMARY  OF  ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  1917 

' 

Appro- 

Expendi- 

Esti- 

Increase 

priated 

tures 

mated 

over 

General  Control 

1916  * 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1.  School  Committee 

$2,226.00 

$2,306.82 

$2,323.00 

$16.18 

2.  Superintendence  . 

3,390.00 

3,401.06 

3,490.00 

88.94 

Instruction  

Operating  School 

76,921.00 

76,691.93 

80,895.00 

4,203.07 

Plant  

Maintaining  School 

17,800.00 

19,237.78 

18,916.00 

—321.78 

Plant  

7,850.00 

7,481.61 

5,850.00 

—1,631.61 

Auxiliary  Agencies  . . 

3,788.00 

3,429.00 

4,088.00 

659.00 

Miscellaneous 

625.00 

502.05 

635.00 

132.95 

Evening  Schools  .... 

1,450.00 

1,199.08 

1,000.00 

—199.08 

Vacation  Schools  .... 

450.00 

321.86 

400.00 

78.14 

To  be  appropriated. . . 

$114,500.00 

$114,571.19 

$117,597.00 

$3,025.81 

$117,597.00 
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TABLE  SHOWING  EXPENDITURES 

for  the  Public  Schools  for  the  past  three  years  with  estimate  for  1917 


1914 

General  Control 

School  Committee.  $1,870.05 

Superintendent  and 
Attendance  Offi- 
cer   3,212.41 

Instruction  64,327.46 

Operating  School 

Plant  17,299.45 

Maintaining  School 

Plant  4,230.32 

Auxiliary  Agencies  . . 3,501.02 

Miscellaneous 900.91 

Evening  Schools 1,411.66 

Vacation  Schools  ....  466.75 

$97,220.03 

Increase  over  previ- 
ous year $7,394.93 


1915 

1916 

Estimate 

1917 

$2,108.81 

$2,306.82 

$2,323.00 

3,419.83 

71,439.58 

3,401.06 

76,691.93 

3,490.00 

80,895.00 

17,443.48 

19,237.78 

18,916.00 

5,261.68 

3,575.13 

555.26 

1,187.52 

303.49 

7,481.61 

3,429.00 

502.05 

1,199.08 

321.86 

5.850.00 

4.088.00 

635.00 
1,000.00 

400.00 

$105,294.78 

$114,571.19 

$117,597.00 

$8,074.75 

$9,276.41 

$3,025.81 

INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

Dr. 


Appropriation 


$500.00 


Cr. 


Total  expenditures  $94.17 

Balance  405.83 


$500.00 

Amount  due  from  State $47.09 

Net  expense  to  City 47.08 

Balance  405.83 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee 
For  1916 


To  the  Honorable  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor: 

Agreeable  to  custom  the  School  Committee  submit  their  annual 
report  for  consideration.  The  organization  of  the  Committee  was  per- 
fected along  the  same  lines  as  last  year  and  the  work  was  carried 
along  with  few  changes  from  the  preceding  year.  Changes  were 
made  where  it  appeared  wise  to  do  so  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
schools  and  the  work  has  gone  on  without  friction. 

The  work  ordered  done  by  the  State  Inspector  to  reduce  the  dan- 
ger from  fire  in  the  several  school  houses  has  been  completed  and 
pronounced  satisfactory.  As  a further  precaution  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  to  have  monthly 
visits  of  inspection  made  by  the  firemen  to  the  school  houses  and 
reports  made  of  their  findings  with  recommendations  as  to  changes 
that  might  be  made  to  still  better  the  conditions.  So  that  we  feel 
that  the  dangers  from  fire  in  our  school  houses  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

One  room  in  the  Tiffany  school  house  was  finished  off  for  use 
last  year  and  we  find  that  we  need  to  have  the  remaining  room  finished 
for  use  this  year,  which  will  probably  cost  about  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  usual  repairs  will  have  to  be  made  this  year.  Every  year 
calls  for  something  in  that  line,  and  while  we  feel  that  much  was 
accomplished  last  year  it  is  far  from  being  finished  and  we  ask  for 
the  same  amount  as  last  year,  $5,000.  Electric  fixtures  have  been 
installed  in  the  Bliss  and  South  Attleboro  school  houses  and  the  light 
furnished  helps  out  the  work  during  the  short  and  dark  days  of  the 
winter  months.  There  are  other  houses  where  artificial  light  is  needed 
for  the  safety  of  the  children  in  the  basement  and  stairways  lead- 
ing to  the  basements.  While  it  is  true  that  this  condition  has  always 
existed  it  is  always  wise  to  keep  close  to  the  safety  line. 

Mr.  Alexander  at  the  High  School  is  proving  by  his  work  that 
the  Committee  made  no  mistake  in  selecting  him  for  the  principalship. 

The  final  adjustment  of  the  boundary  lines  on  the  Farmers  School 
lot  has  not  yet  been  completed.  We  hope  this  matter  may  be  ad- 
justed before  conditions  become  too  dangerous. 

By  the  constant  watching  and  doing  by  our  Superintendent,  Mr. 
Fales,  the  schools  continue  to  maintain  the  same  high  standard  as 
heretofore.  We  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  all  to  the  detailed  report 
that  the  Superintendent  has  prepared. 

We  are  greatly  handicapped  in  our  work  by  the  great  advance 
in  prices  along  all  lines  of  school  supplies,  especially  paper  stock, 
books  and  fuel,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  relief.  In  making 
up  our  budget  this  fact  was  constantly  before  us  a,nd  the  amounts 
asked  for  have  been  as  closely  figured  as  is  consistent  with  the  stand- 
ard of  work  expected  of  this  department.  We  therefore  feel  that  we 
must  ask  for  the  sute  of  $117,600. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  P.  KING,  Chairman, 

For  the  Committee. 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Attleboro: 

I submit  herewith  my  twelfth  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  it  being  the  thirty-third  in  the  series  of  superintendents’  re- 
ports. The  attendance  statistics  are  for  the  school  year  from  Sep> 
tember  1915  to  June  1916;  the  financial  statistics  are  for  the  calendar 
year  1916. 


STATISTICS 


Population,  Census,  1915 

18,480 

II- 

-School 

Census 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  children  between 

5 and 

7 

. 369 

310 

679 

Number  of  children  between 

7 and 

14 

. 1,196 

1,092 

2,288 

Number  of  children  between 

14  and 

16 

. 204 

210 

414 

Total 

. 1,769 

1,612 

3,381 

1 1 1 — Attendance 

Attendance  statistics  for  the  school  year  from  September  7,  1915 


to  June  23,  1916: 

Number  of  different  pupils  enrolled 3,045 

Average  membership  2,742 

Average  daily  attendance 2,586 

Per  cent  of  attendance 94 


Table  showing  the  average  membership  and  per  cent  of  attendance 
for  the  last  ten  years: 


Average 

Gain  over 

Per  cent  of 

membership 

previous  year 

attendance 

1905-1906  

2,086 

16 

92 

1906-1907  

2,109 

23 

93 

1907-1908  

2,207 

98 

93 

1908-1909  

2,351 

144 

94 

1909-1910  

2,213 

—138 

93 

1910-1911  

2,317 

104 

93 

1911-1912  •.  ... 

2,302 

15 

95 

1912-1913  

2,407 

105 

95 

1913-1914  

2,586 

179 

95 

1914-1915  

2,669 

83 

95 

1915-1916  

2,742 

73 

94 

Fall  Term,  1916. 

September  

2,824 

97 

October  

2,821 

96 

November  

2,812 

96 

December  

2,817 

93 

Average 

2,819 

95.5 
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IV — School  Buildings 


Number  of  school  buildings  September,  1916 20 

Number  of  school  rooms  (High  School  25,  grades  78^ 103 

Number  of  school  rooms  in  use •. 92 


V — Teachers 


Total  number  of  teachers  and  supervisors  now  employed 99 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School  17 

Number  of  teachers  in  grades  I-VIII 72 

Number  of  teachers  in  kindergarten 2 

Number  of  teachers  for  individual  instruction 4 

Number  of  special  teachers  and  supervisors 4 


VI — Cost  of  Instruction 


Valuation  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  1916 $22,253,675.00 

Total  raised  by  taxation 451,124.77 

Total  raised  for  the  support  of  schools 111,500.00 

Total  net  expenditure  for  support  of  schools  excluding 

vacation  and  evening  schools 109,534.22 

Average  membership  of  day  schools,  September,  1915,  to 

June,  1916 2,742 

Amount  expended  per  pupil  based  on  average  member- 
ship   39.95 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil  based  on  average 

membership  2.04 


High  School 


Total  amount  expended  for  High  School  including  High 

School  share  of  general  expense $24,919.00 

Average  membership  of  High  School,  1915-1916 392 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  membership..  63.57 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil 5.89 

Elementary  Schools. 

Total  amount  expended  for  elementary  schools $84,615.22 

Average  membership  of  elementary  schools  for  the  year 

1915-1916  2,350 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership 36.01 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil 1.40 


Teachers’  Salaries 

In  my  report  last  year  I recommended  that  the  maximum  salary 
of  all  grade  and  High  School  teachers  be  raised  fifty  dollars.  In 
consideration  of  the  financial  situation  of  the  City  the  Committee 
felt  that  no  action  should  be  taken  at  that  time.  During  the  past 
year,  however,  the  cost  of  living  has  increased  materially  and  there 
is  a general  movement  throughout  the  state  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  teachers.  Comparing  the  salaries  paid  in  Attleboro  with  the 
salaries  paid  in  the  ten  cities  and  towns  of  about  the  same  size,  five 
being  larger  and  five  being  smaller  than  Attleboro,  we  find  the  max- 
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imum  salaries  paid  in  Attleboro,  except  for  the  principal  of  the  High 
School,  are  below  the  average  of  the  group  as  shown  by  the  following 
table, 


TEACHERS'  MAXIMUM  SALARIES 

High  School Elementary  Schools- 


Men 

Women 

Gram. 

Prin.  Kinder- 

Supt. 

Prin. 

Teach- 

Teach- 

Gram. 

Prin.  Teach- 

Teach- 

gar- 

ers 

ers 

Prin. 

Asst. 

ers 

ers 

tens 

Revere 

. $2,650 

$2,400 

$1,750 

$1,000 

$1,600 

$850 

$800 

$800 

Gloucester  • • • 

. 2,300 

2,300 

1,400 

800 

1,600 

None 

700 

575  None 

Beverly 

. 2,850 

2,500 

1.600 

900 

1,200 

None 

800 

750 

None 

Northampton 

. 3,000 

1,900 

1,500 

900 

1,850 

750 

700- 

650 

$500 

750 

Peabody  

. 2,300 

2,200 

1,000- 

850 

1,350 

650 

650 

650 

1,300 

Westfield 

. 2,600 

2,600 

1,600 

950 

1,500 

650 

650 

650 

Leominster  • ■ 

. 2,600 

2,200 

1 500 

900 

896 

750 

700 

700 

Melrose 

- 3,000 

2,500 

1,500 

850 

1,200- 

750 

700 

700 

1,500 

Watertown  • . . 

. 2,200 

2,200 

1,500 

900 

1.800 

800 

700 

700 

Woburn  ...  ■ 

. 2,400 

1,900 

1,400 

850 

1,500 

700 

650 

Average 

. 2,610 

2,270 

1,505 

870 

1,480 

760 

720 

683 

617 

ATTLEBORO ■ 

. 2,400 

2,400 

1,400 

850 

1,400 

700 

700 

650 

550 

Good  schools  cost  money.  If  the  boys  and  girls  of  Attleboro  are 
to  receive  an  education  that  will  fit  them  to  compete  with  the  boys 
and  girls  educated  in  other  cities  and  towns,  sufficient  salary  must  be 
paid  to  secure  for  Attleboro  as  good  teachers  as  other  places  can  se- 
cure. A good  teacher  means  a good  school.  The  higher  the  salary  the 
better  the  teacher  that  can  be  secured.  If  Attleboro  is  to  secure  and 
retain  that  quality  of  teachers  which  is  necessary  to  keep  the  schools 
up  to  the  high  standard  which  has  always  been  maintained,  teachers’ 
salaries  should  be  increased. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOLS 

So  many  criticisms  of  the  results  of  public  school  education  have 
been  heard  in  the  last  few  years,  that  one  who  has  the  supervision 
of  a public  school  system  hardly  knows  what  the  public  expects  or 
how  to  meet  that  expectation.  He  feels  keenly  his  responsibility  in 
the  matter  and  is  constantly  trying  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
schools  under  his  charge.  In  an  attempt  to  get  the  opinion  of  the 
teachers  regarding  the  weak  spots  in  the  work  of  the  schools,  the 
following  questions  were  submitted  to  the  teachers  October  27,-1915: 

1.  In  what  subject  do  the  pupils  in  your  room  do  poorest  work? 

2.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  poor  work? 

3.  What  action  would  you  suggest  to  correct  this  deficiency? 

4.  In  what  way  can  the  general  work  of  the  schools  be  improved? 

The  replies  indicated  that  the  pupils  were  doing  poorest  work  in 
language  and  arithmetic.  Following  the  suggestions  of  the  teachers 
steps  were  taken  at  once  to  improve  the  teaching  in  these  two  sub- 
jects. New  outlines  in  language  were  provided  and  new  text-books 
furnished  for  the  lower  grades.  In  arithmetic  further  information 
from  the  teachers  was  sought  in  the  following  questions  sent  out 
in  December: 
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1.  In  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  is  there  any  other  purpose  than  the 

acquiring  of  skill  in  figuring?  What  other  purpose,  if  any? 

2.  Do  you  think  any  time  should  be  spent  on  step  by  step  analysis 

of  problems?  If  so,  how  much  per  week  with  average  classes? 

3.  Pupils  of  Grade  VII  are  unable  to  do  work  like. the  following;  If 

% yd.  of  lace  make  one  collar  how  many  collars  can  be  made 
from  3%  yd.?  If  reduced  to  the  simpler  form.  Divide  3%  by 
%,  many  do  not  know  which  is  the  divisor;  but  if  written  3% 
divided  by  % they  can  do  it  readily.  What  in  your  opinion 
is  the  cause  of  this?  What  remedy  would  you  suggest? 

4.  Are  we  doing  enough  oral  work  in  arithmetic? 

5.  In  doing  written  work  what  harm,  if  any,  is  there  in  using  scrap 

paper  and  copying  from  it  to  the  final  paper?  Is  there  any  ad- 
vantage in  the  above  procedure? 

6.  Should  we  insist  in  all  written  work  that  the  intermediate  results 

should  be  labeled  throughout,  not  simply  the  final  answers 
named?  If  so,  why?  If  not,  why  not? 

7.  Do  you  find  as  a rule  that  pupils  work  for  answers  with  little  or 

no  thought  about  or  knowledge  of  the  method  involved? 

8.  What  part  of  the  time  do  you  think  should  be  spent  in  your  grade 

on  oral  analysis  of  problems? 

With  the  answers  to  these  questions  as  a basis  a study  was  begun 
of  the  whole  subject  of  teaching  arithmetic.  Copies  of  three  of  the 
newest  text-books  in  arithmetic  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
teachers,  with  the  courses  of  study  accompanying  the  same.  Pamph- 
lets on  arithmetic  were  distributed  for  study.  Great  help  was  derived 
from  “How  to  Teach  the  Fundamental  Subjects”  by  Kendall  and 
Mirick,  which  was  read  and  discussed  by  the  teachers  in  each  build- 
ing. The  teachers  showed  keen  interest  in  the  subject  and  as  a result 
of  this  study  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  has  greatly  improved.  Em- 
phasis is  being  placed  on  motivation  and  the  solution  of  problems 
with  constant  drill  on  the  fundamental  processes. 

Recently  teachers  have  been  asked  to  read  “The  Motivation  of 
School  Work”  by  Wilson,  a book  which  they  are  finding  both  inter- 
esting and  profitable.  Beginning  January  3,  1917,  a reading  club  of 
fifty  teachers  will  meet  once  in  two  weeks  to  read  and  discuss  “A 
Brief  Course  in  the  Teaching  Process”  by  Strayer.  Attendance  is 
entirely  voluntary  and  the  fact  that  fifty  teachers  are  ready  to  join 
such  a club  shows  a professional  spirit  that  is  decidedly  pleasing. 
Teachers  must  be  students  as  well  as  teachers  and  those  will  teach 
with  most  interest  who  are  still  anxious  to  learn. 

The  course  in  reading  has  been  somewhat  modified,  more  time 
being  given  to  literature  and  silent  reading  in  the  upper  grades,  a 
list  of  memory  selections  has  been  compiled  for  each  grade,  and  the 
teaching  made  more  uniform  throughout  the  schools.  On  Monday, 
March  6,  Miss  Hannah  P.  Waterman,  of  the  North  Adams  Normal 
School  visited  several  of  our  schools  to  hear  the  classes  read  and 
then  addressed  the  teachers  on  the  subject  of  reading.  Her  address 
was  both  critical  and  helpful  and  encouraged  teachers  to  attack  the 
teaching  of  reading  with  renewed  vigor  and  enthusiasm. 

Children  are  not  created  equal.  They  may  have  certain  equal 
rights  but  they  do  not  all  have  the  same  ability  to  learn  and  to  do 
school  work.  This  is  apparent  as  soon  as  children  enter  the  first 
grade  and  it  is  always  evident  throughout  the  grades  and  the  High 
School.  The  school  is  not  a machine  that  can  take  all  kinds  of  chil- 
dren into  the  first  grade  and  grind  out  a uniform  set  of  scholars  of 
equal  abilities  and  attainments  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  grade  or  the 
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High  School.  They  will  differ  at  the  end  as  they  differed  at  the  be- 
ginning. The  school  presents  an  equal  opportunity  for  all,  and  a cer- 
tain minimum  standard  of  attainment  is  established  for  promotion 
and  graduation,  but  above  this  minimum  requirement  the  knowledge 
and  abilities  of  pupils  differ  greatly.  The  same  is  true  of  classes  as 
a whole;  they  vary  as  their  individual  members  vary,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  expect  all  classes  of  the  same  grade  in  all  the  schools  to 
do  work  of  the  same  quality.  Home  environment  and  heredity  have 
much  to  do  with  the  kind  of  work  children  do  in  school,  and  the  best 
that  some  children  can  do  often  falls  far  short  of  being  satisfactory. 
If  however,  we  can  get  all  children  to  do  their  best,  to  work  at  the 
top  notch  of  their  ability,  we  must,  be  satisfied  with  the  result. 


Tiffany  School 

During  the  year  one  of  the  rooms  at  the  Tiffany  School  left  un- 
finished when  the  building  was  constructed,  was  finished  and  fur- 
nished and  was  occupied  in  September.  Seven  rooms  in  this  build- 
ing are  now  in  use,  with  a total  enrolment  for  December  of  249.  The 
first  and  the  fourth  grades  are  crowded  and  the  arrangements  for  the 
first  and  second  grades  are  unsatisfactory.  The  lower  grades  in  this 
building  have  been  crowded  ever  since  the  building  was  opened, 
these  grades  filling  up  as  fast  as  the  new  rooms  have  been  opened. 
To  relieve  this  situation  as  much  as  possible  the  remaining  unfinished 
room  should  be  completed  during  the  summer,  and  plans  made  to 
occupy  the  room  in  September. 

There  are  one  hundred  more  pupils  in  the  Tiffany  School  to- 
day than  there  were  four  years  ago  when  the  school  was  opened. 
Then  only  four  rooms  were  in  use.  If  this  rate  of  growth  continues, 
the  opening  of  the  eighth  room  will  not  long  relieve  the  crowded  con- 
ditions of  the  grades  mentioned. 


Contagious  Diseases 

During  the  school  year  1915-1916,  several  rooms  were  closed  on 
account  of  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria.  Much  time  was  lost  by  many 
pupils,  the  attendance  in  the  rooms  affected  before  and  after  they 
were  closed  was  very  poor  and  the  work  of  these  classes  for  the  year 
was  sadly  interrupted.  The  school  physician  and  the  health  officer 
watched  the  schools  very  carefully,  but  the  disease  spread  from 
one  part  of  the  city  to  another,  and  it  was  a long  time  before  the 
schools  were  finally  free  from  the  disease.  The  loss  to  the  schools 
by  such  an  epidemic  can  hardly  be  estimated.  Such  outbreaks  re- 
quire constant  daily  attention  on  the  part  of  the  city  physicians,  who 
are  not  always  able  to  devote  to  them  the  time  and  energy  which 
such  occasions  require.  The  Committee  decided  that  the  employment 
of  a school  nurse  to  aid  the  school  physician  would  ensure  proper 
attention  at  the  start  to  such  cases  of  contagious  diseases,  prevent 
their  spreading  and  thus  safeguard  the  health  of  the  children.  The 
Committee  were  unable  to  hire  a nurse,  however,  as  no  appropriation 
was  made  for  that  purpose. 

This  fall  the  District  Nursing  Association  very  generously  offered 
to  provide  a school  nurse  to  work  under  the  direction  of  the  school 
physician.  The  Committee  gladly  accepted  this  offer  and  the  school 
nurse  began  her  duties  October  23rd.  The  same  day  that  the  nurse 
began  her  duties,  a case  of  diphtheria  was  discovered  at  the  Bliss 
School.  Daily  inspection  of  pupils  was  made,  suspicious  cases  sent 
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from  school  and  the  parents  notified.  Many  cultures  were  sent  to 
Boston  and  in  this  way  three  or  four  more  cases  were  discovered. 
One  primary  room  was  closed  for  a week.  The  disease  spread  no 
further,  however,  and  no  more  cases  developed  other  than  those 
found  by  taking  the  cultures.  Had  these  cases  not  been  discovered 
as  they  were,  the  disease  would  probably  have  spread  throughout  the 
building,  as  none  of  the  children  having  the  disease  complained  of 
being  ill.  In  fact,  some  parents  said  their  children  were  not  sick 
and  objected  to  their  being  excluded  from  school.  Prompt  action 
by  the  school  physician  and  the  school  nurse  prevented  an  epidemic. 
The  school  nurse  has  justified  her  employment.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
the  near  future  she  may  be  employed  by  the  school  department. 


EVENING  SCHOOLS 

Statistics  from  October  4,  1915  to  February  3,  1916: 


Attleboro 

Enrolment,  males  110 

Enrolment,  females 55 

Total  165 

Average  attendance  73 

Per  cent  of  attendance  to 

enrolment  44 

Number  of  illiterates 58 

I « 


Statistics  for  the  term  October 


as  follows: 

Enrolment,  males  155 

Enrolment,  females  36 

Total  191 

Average  attendance  78 

Per  cent  of  attendance  to 

enrolment  41 

Number  of  male  illiterates.  42 
Number  of  female  illiterates  16 

Total  58 

Number  of  male  illiterate 

minors  18 

Number  of  female  illiterate 

minors  13 

Total  31 


Dodgeville 

Hebronville 

Total 

22 

14 

146 

11 

12 

78 

33 

26 

224 

15 

16 

104 

45 

62 

46 

11 

26 

95 

!,  1916  to  December  21, 

1916  are 

19 

9 

183 

6 

7 

49 

25 

16 

232 

14 

10 

102 

56 

63 

44 

5 

6 

53 

1 

6 

23 

6 

12 

76 

5 

5 

28 

1 

4 

18 

6 

9 

46 

The  attendance  at  the  evening  schools  this  year  has  been  much 
smaller  than  usual.  The  primary  classes  for  foreigners  beginning  to 
learn  English  and  the  class  in  mechanical  drawing  have  been  well  at- 
tended but  in  the  other  classes  the  attendance  has  been  small. 

A class  in  American  Citizenship  was  started  this  year,  carrying 
out  the  idea  of  the  department  of  naturalization  at  Washington.  To 
each  of  the  115  men  whose  names  were  on  record  in  October  as  hav- 
ing filed  intentions  of  becoming  citizens  or  as  having  petitioned  for 
naturalization  the  following  letter  was  sent: 
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Dear  Sir: 

You  have  just  declared  your  intention  of  becoming  a citizen  of 
the  United  States.  You  must  wait  two  years  before  you  can  file 
your  Petition  for  Naturalization  and  then  ninety  days  must  pass  be- 
fore you  can  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  You  will  be  examined  at  that  time  as  to  your  knowl- 
edge of  Government  in  the  United  States. 

You  are  probably  anxious  to  begin  at  once  to  study  about  the 
history  of  our  country,  our  forms  of  government — city,  state  and 
national — and  your  rights  and  duties  as  a citizen. 

The  City  of  Attleboro,  through  the  School  Department,  is  anxious 
to  help  you.  A class  for  people  preparing  for  naturalization  has  been 
organized  in  connection  with  our  evening  school.  This  class  meets 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  at  the  High  School  build- 
ing on  County  Street,  and  will  continue  till  February  20,  1917.  A 
competent  instructor  is  in  charge. 

Join  the  class  at  once.  Go  to  the  evening  school  and  ask  for 
Mr.  McEvoy. 

Very  truly  yours, 

LEWIS  A.  FALES, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Ten  joined  the  class  only  those  being  admitted  who  had  a good 
knowledge  of  the  English  language.  History  has  been  read  and  dis- 
cussed. Questions  in  naturalization  and  government  have  been  asked 
and  answered.  The  work  has  beeh*  interesting  and  profitable.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  more  could  not  find  it  convenient  to  attend  this 
class. 

TOOLMAKING  AND  DESIGN 

On  account  of  the  fact  that  last  year  the  attendance  at  these 
two  classes  was  seriously  interfered  with  by  the  night  work  in  the 
shops,  it  was  decided  by  the  advisory  committee  this  year  that  it 
would  be  wiser  to  defer  the  opening  of  these  classes  till  after  the 
fall  rush  in  the  shops  was  over.  Accordingly  plans  were  made  to 
start  these  classes  in  January,  1917.  Those  wishing  to  enter  the 
classes  registered  December  19,  1916.  Twenty-four  enrolled  for  the 
toolmaking  class  and  sixteen  for  the  class  in  design.  This  is  the 
best  enrolment  these  classes  have  had,  and  the  outlook  is  promising. 

The  interest  shown  in  this  work  by  manufacturers  and  the  gen- 
eral public  is  decidedly  encouraging.  Mr.  S.  M.  Einstein  has  given 
the  school  a cabinet  for  the  toolroom.  Mr.  Joseph  Finberg,  learning 
that  an  engine  lathe  was  needed,  very  generously  sent  a lathe  from 
his  toolroom  to  the  school.  Other  friends  offered  the  use  of  a speed 
lathe  and  a Thurston  cutter  milling  machine.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have 
helped  the  class  in  designing  by  placing  in  the  school  for  use  as  long 
as  needed,  the  equipment,  consisting  of  desks,  casts,  and  easels  which 
has  been  used  for  several  years  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  instruction  in 
this  subject.  These  gifts  have  saved  the  City  a considerable  sum 
of  money,  and  will  help  materially  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
classes.  To  the  donors  of  these  gifts,  I wish  to  express  the  thanks 
of  the  School  Department. 

These  classes  take  up  the  fundamentals  of  the  jewelry  business, 
and  offer  to  all  engaged  in  the  business  an  opportunity  to  learn  some- 
thing of  these  two  trades.  Whether  these  classes  will  ultimately 
develop  into  a jewelry  school  will  depend  wholly  upon  the  interest 
of  the  persons  who  desire  such  instruction.  If  sufficient  interest  is 
shown  by  the  pupils,  I believe  the  City  will  provide  such  instruction 
as  may  be  desired. 
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FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  Peabody  fire  directed  the  attention  of  all  school  authorities 
to  the  protection  against  fire  of  the  buildings  under  their  control.  In 
November,  1915,  the  state  inspector  of  buildings  for  this  district, 
Mr.  William  H.  Cairns  of  Fall  River,  made  a thorough  inspection  of 
all  the  school  buildings  in  Attleboro  more  than  one  story  high.  As 
a result  of  his  inspection  he  ordered  fire  escapes  placed  on  the  San- 
ford Street  Grammar  and  the  Hebronville  buildings,  all  basement 
doors  to  be  covered  with  metal,  smoke  partitions  at  Bank  Street, 
Richardson  and  South  Attleboro  buildings,  basement  stairs  made 
fire  resistive  by  being  covered  with  lath  and  plaster,  and  vari- 
ous other  changes.  These  changes  were  made  this  year  and  after 
another  visit  by  the  inspector,  certificates  of  inspection  were  issued 
for  each  school  building  in  Attleboro  so  inspected.  So  far  as  our 
buildings  are  concerned  they  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  state 
inspector  of  buildings  for  this  district. 

As  a further  safeguard  against  loss  of  life  by  fire  the  school 
buildings  are  inspected  once  a month  by  members  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment detailed  by  the  chief  engineer.  The  firemen  in  this  way  become 
acquainted  with  the  construction  of  the  school  buildings  and  any 
suggestions  they  may  have  to  make  are  reported  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Still  another  measure  taken  this  year  to  prevent  possible  loss 
of  life  by  fire  is  the  appointment  in  the  large  schools  of  a number  of 
boys  whose  duty  it  is  in  case  of  fire  to  run  to  the  nearest  fire  alarm 
box  and  ring  the  alarm.  On  their  visits  to  the  schools,  the  firemen 
have  demonstrated  to  the  teachers  and  the  selected  pupils  at  the 
nearest  box  just  how  to  ring  in  an  alarm.  The  number  and  location 
of  the  box  are  taught  in  the  highest  grade,  and  in  case  of  fire  any- 
one of  several  pupils  may  be  designated  by  the  principal  to  sound 
the  alarm  while  he  devotes  his  attention  to  getting  the  pupils  out 
of  the  building.  Thus  another  step  is  taken  to  safeguard  the  lives 
of  the  pupils. 


EIGHTH  GRADES 

In  September,  1914,  all  the  eighth  grades  in  the  center  of  the 
City  were  transferred  from  the  Sanford  Street,  Richardson  and  Bliss 
schools  to  the  old  high  school  building  on  Bank  Street.  While  this 
consolidation  was  necessary  to  allow  more  room  for  the  lower  grades 
in  the  schools  mentioned,  it  was  a wise  step  educationally  and  in 
accord  with  what  is  being  done  in  many  places  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Whenever  new  buildings  are  needed  to  relieve  crowded  con- 
ditions in  the  grades,  buildings  are  erected  to  care  for  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  or  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the  first 
year  of  high  school,  and  these  schools  are  called  junior  high  schools 
or  intermediate  schools.  These  schools  are  conducted  somewhat  on 
the  departmental  plan  and  bridge  the  gap  that  has  long  existed  be- 
tween the  eighth  grade  and  the  high  school.  Boston,  Brockton, 
Somerville,  Arlington,  Fall  River  and  Plymouth  are  some  of  the 
places  in  Massachusetts  that  have  recently  adopted  this  system,  and 
it  is  now  common  in  many  states. 

In  Attleboro  only  a partial  consolidation  of  the  eighth  grades  has 
been  made;  no  attempt  was  made  to  move  the  eighth  grades  from 
the  South  Attleboro  and  Washington  Schools.  The  time  has  now 
come  when  these  eighth  grades  should  be  combined  with  the  other 
eighth  grades  of  the  City  in  one  school.  There  are  several  reasons 
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for  this.  Some  rooms  at  the  Washington  School  are  overcrowded 
and  this  is  one  way  to  afford  relief.  At  the  South  Attleboro  School 
the  number  of  pupils  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade  room  has 
averaged  19  for  the  last  three  years  there  being  only  14  this  year. 
Next  year  there  will  be  only  two  pupils  in  the  eighth  grade.  Small 
classes  are  likely  to  lack  ambition,  interest,  enthusiasm  and  the 
competition  that  are  common  in  large  classes.  At  the  Bank  Street 
School  these  pupils  would  become  acquainted  with  a large  number 
of  their  classmates  and  would  not  feel  so  utterly  strange  and  alone 
when  they  enter  the  High  school  as  those  have  felt  coming  from  the 
smaller  schools.  They  would  all  have  the  same  instruction  and  thus 
would  be  equally  prepared  for  high  school  work.  There  are  bound 
to  be  some  objections  to  this  plan,  but  I am  convinced  that  educa- 
tionally it  is  best  for  all. 

SHOP  VISITS  BY  PUPILS 

Much  is  being  said  at  the  present  time  regarding  the  need  of 
vocational  instruction  or  guidance  as  a part  of  the  public  school  work. 
Too  many  boys  and  girls  on  leaving  school  have  no  idea  of  the  oppor- 
tunities for  advancement  which  the  different  trades  and  occupations 
afford,  they  have  little  idea  of  their  own  abilities  and  what  occupa- 
tions they  would  be  most  likely  to  succeed  in,  they  think  not  of  the 
future  but  only  of  the  present.  Too  often  on  leaving  school  boys  and 
girls  accept  the  first  positions  offered,  regardless  of  the  nature  of 
the  work  or  future  possibilities,  only  too  often  to  find  that  they  are 
in  a blind  alley  and  that  their  positions  lead  to  nothing  better.  To 
save  boys  and  girls  from  making  such  mistakes  and  to  save  them 
from  losing  two  or  three  years  of  very  valuable  time,  many  schools 
are  giving  instruction  in  regard  to  the  various  industries  of  the  city, 
the  pay  different  workmen  receive,  the  trade  for  which  the  pupils 
seem  best  fitted,  the  chances  for  promotion  in  each  industry  and  w’hat 
qualifications  are  needed  to  enable  one  to  reach  the  highest  position. 
Such  instruction  gives  pupils  an  outlook  upon  the  industries  of  the 
city  in  which  they  live  which  is  of  great  help  to  them  in  determin- 
ing their  future  vocation. 

In  Attleboro  instruction  in  vocational  guidance  took  the  form  of 
visits  to  the  various  industries  of  the  city.  Through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Finberg  and  the  Mayor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  manufacturers  was  secured  and  arrangements  made  for 
all  the  boys  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the. High  School 
to  visit  the  various  industries  of  the  city  in  groups  of  twelve,  each 
group  being  accompanied  by  a teacher.  Sixty  firms  granted  the  boys 
the  privilege  of  visiting  their  places  of  business  and  nearly  fifty 
were  visited.  The  foreman,  superintendent  or  often  the  owner  him- 
self showed  the  boys  about  the  plant,  explaining  all  the  processes  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  goods  in  that  plant.  These  visits  continued 
from  January  to  April,  the  baseball  season  finally  putting  an  end  to 
them.  That  they  were  productive  of  much  good  there  is  no  doubt. 
The  visits  were  made  the  basis  for  language  work  in  school  and  the 
boys  told  the  rest  of  their  class  of  their  visits  describing  what  they 
had  seen  and  telling  the  impressions  made  on  them.  It  was  for 
them  a visit  to  a new  and  strange  w'orld  but  a world  which  in  a short 
time  they  will  enter  to  try  the  fortunes  of  life. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


155 


HOME  GARDENS 

Cooperating  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  a movement  to 
beautify  the  city,  127  pupils  were  interested  to  have  gardens  at  home. 
Money  prizes  were  offered  by  the  Chamber  while  the  Attleboro  Sun 
offered  a trip  to  the  National  Dairy  Show  at  Springfield  for  the  six 
having  the  best  gardens.  These  prizes  stimulated  the  pupils  to  action 
and  many  pupils  had  gardens.  These  gardens  were  scattered  all 
over  the  city  from  one  end  to  the  other.  They  were  vegetable  gar- 
dens for  the  most  part,  very  few  having  flower  gardens.  They  were 
all  inspected  during  the  summer  by  Park  Commissioner  John  E.  An- 
derson, whose  purpose  was  not  to  judge  the  gardens  but  to  give  in- 
struction where  it  was  needed,  point  out  mistakes,  and  encourage 
those  whose  gardens  were  not  doing  well.  In  September  the  judges, 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Daggett,  Dr.  C.  A.  Mooers  and  Mr,  Ralph  Gaskell,  inspected 


the  gardens  and  awarded  the  prizes  as  follows 

SCHOOL  GARDENS 

Sun  Prize  and  Blue  Ribbon 

Age 

School  Grade 

1. 

Louise  J.  Gazzola, 

10  Louise  St., 

13 

Tiffany 

V 

2. 

Richard  Knowles, 

Lindsey  St., 

13 

Bliss 

VII 

3. 

Howard  Williams, 

236  Oak  Hill  Ave., 

16 

Sanford  St. 

VII 

4. 

William  Sharkey, 

31  Deanville  St., 

14 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

5. 

David  Gray, 

Turner  St., 

13 

Washington 

VIII 

6. 

H.  Hersey  Johnson, 

So.  Attleboro, 

14 

So.  Attleboro  VIII 

7. 

Alice  Wuille, 

5 Walnut  St., 

14 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

8. 

Ethel  Smith, 

291  So.  Main  St., 

11 

Richardson 

V 

First 

Prize  $5  and  Blue  Ribbon 

1. 

Ernest  Anderson, 

58  Tiffany  St., 

11 

Tiffany 

V 

2. 

Gertrude  Cerronne, 

Washington  St., 

12 

Washington 

VI 

Second  Prize  $3  and  Red  Ribbon 

1. 

Viola  G.  Bennett, 

West  St., 

11 

So.  Attleboro  V 

Third 

Prize  $1  and  White  Ribbon 

1. 

Earl  Gross, 

Hebronville, 

13 

Hebronville 

V 

2. 

Albert  Chartier, 

Hebronville, 

14 

Hebronville 

VI 

3. 

Lester  Carpenter, 

391  No.  Main  St., 

12 

Farmers 

VI 

4. 

Archibald  Sharkey, 

31  Deantoiwn, 

12 

Farmers 

VI 

5. 

Kermit  Hojaboom, 

Read  St., 

13 

So.  Attleboro  III 

6. 

Percy  Jennings, 

401  No.  Main  St., 

15 

Farmers 

V 

7. 

Hollis  Jennings, 

401  No.  Main  St., 

13 

Farmers 

V 

8. 

Armand  L,  Pinault, 

88  Parker  St., 

15 

Richardson 

VII 

Honorable  Mention 

1. 

Emory  Chapman, 

So.  Attleboro, 

14 

So.  Attleboro  VIII 

2. 

Ethel  Oliver, 

15  Starkey  Ave., 

15 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

3. 

Mildred  Tingley 

Highland  Ave., 

13 

So.  Attleboro  VII 

4. 

Esther  Benson, 

100  North  Ave., 

12 

Sanford  St. 

VII 

5. 

Manfred  Carlson 

Turner  St., 

14 

Washington 

VI 
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6.  Marion  A.  Driscoll, 

7.  Cornelius  O’Brien, 

8.  William  W.  Sturdy, 

9.  Harriet  Groves, 

10.  Arthur  S.  Bedard, 

11.  James  M.  Lepper, 

12.  William  Dion, 

13.  Edna  M.  Batchelor, 

14.  Ernest  Mehring, 

15.  John  Redding, 

16.  Wallace  Hodge, 

17.  John  Lacombe, 

18.  Sarah  Parker, 

19.  Harold  Cole, 

20.  Mildred  Morse, 

21.  William  McManus, 

22.  James  T.  Kondi, 

23.  Walter  Cruff, 

24.  Evangeline  Gallant, 

25.  Ralph  E.  Hudson, 

26.  Harold  Carpenter, 


May  St., 

55  Fourth  St., 
Chartley, 

69  Emory  St., 
Highland  Ave., 
Snell  St., 

5 Fisher  Ave., 
So.  Main  St., 

75  Peck  St., 

131  Maple  St., 

9 Ellis  St., 
Wilmarth  St., 
Hebronville, 
182  Pine  St., 

43  Carpenter  St., 

7 High  St., 

46  So.  Main  St., 
15  Orange  St., 

6 Short  St., 

10  Sibley  St., 

35  James  St.,- 


Age 

School  Grade 

13 

So.  Attleboro  VII 

17 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

12 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

11 

Bliss 

VI 

13 

So.  Attleboro  V 

10 

Tiffany 

III 

13 

Dodgeville 

IV 

7 

Dodgeville 

II 

14 

Sanford  St. 

VII 

13 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

11 

Richardson 

VI 

13 

Briggs  Cor. 

VI 

10 

Hebronville 

V 

12 

Bank  St. 

VIII 

11 

Richardson 

V 

13 

Sanford  St. 

VI 

11 

Sanford  St. 

IV 

12 

Richardson 

VII 

13 

French 

12 

Washington 

VI 

Monday,  October  2,  in  the  High  School  Hall,  in  the  presence  of 
over  five  hundred  pupils  from  the  upper  grades  from  all  parts  of  the 
city,  the  prizes  were  presented  to  the  winners  by  Mayor  Sweet.  From 
the  enthusiasm  shown  there  is  no  doubt  that  more  gardens  will  be 
attempted  next  year  with  the  probability  of  a greater  number  being 
successful. 


THE  SCHOOL  SAVINGS  BANK 


Deposits  for  the  calendar  year  since  the  establishment  of  the 
bank  in  1908: 


Year  Deposits 

1908  (3  mos.) $2,429.00 

1909  4,497.85 

1910  4,198.25 

1911  4,142.16 

1912  3,826.22 

1913  4,406.50 

1914  3,658.13 

1915  3,680.00 

1916  4,927.27 


Total 


$35,765.38 


STATEMENT  JANUARY  1,  1917 


Dr. 

Balance  on  deposit  January  1,  1916,  including  interest 


($175.48)  $1,736.93 

Deposited  from  Jan.  1,  1916,  to  Jan.  1,  1917 4,927.27 

Interest  from  November,  1915,  to  May,  1916 30.18 

Interest  from  May,  1916,  to  November,  1916 24.35 


Total  $6,718.73 
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Cr. 


Transferred  to  pupils’  individual  accounts,  Jan.  1,  191G,  to 

Jan.  1,  1917 ?4, 234.00 

Withdrawn,  1916  122.78 

Withdrawn,  1916,  from  interest  to  cover  expenses 19.78 

Balance  on  deposit  January  1,  1917,  including  interest 

($210.23)  2,342.17 


Total  $6,718.73 

Total  amount  deposited  since  October,  1908 $35,765.38 

Number  of  individual  accounts  opened  at  the  bank  from  Oc- 
tober, 1908,  to  January,  1916 1,590 

January,  1916,  to  January,  1917 173 


Total  1,763 

Number  of  pupils  depositing  in  the  school  bank  Jan.  1,  1917  1,394 


GIFTS 

The  schools  are  indebted  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Richardson 
School  Fund  for  additional  equipment  which  otherwise  they  would 
not  have  had.  Six  sewing  machines  have  been  purchased  for  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  prove  a great  help  to  the  classes  in 
sewing.  A dining  room  outfit  has  been  provided  for  the  domestic 
science  department  at  the  High  School,  furnishing  an  opportunity 
for  the  girls  to  receive  instruction  in  setting  the  table,  serving  and 
table  etiquette.  Practical  demonstrations  of  the  ability  of  the  girls 
were  given  when  they  prepared  and  served  lunches  for  the  members 
of  the  School  Committee  and  for  the  Trustees  of  the  Richardson 
School  Fund.  Stereopticons  for  the  High  and  Bliss  schools  have 
been  bought,  together  with  the  necessary  equipment.  The  pupils  in 
these  schools  can  now  receive  instruction  through  pictures  thrown  on 
the  screen,  an  effectual  method  of  instruction.  The  biology  depart- 
ment at  the  High  School  has  had  six  microscopes  added  to  its  equip- 
ment, greatly  increasing  the  efficiency  of  that  department.  Several 
maps  have  been  furnished  for  the  High  School  and  a case  of  seven 
maps  for  the  Bank  Street  School.  These  gifts  represent  an  ex- 
penditure of  several  hundred  dollars  and  greatly  enrich  the  education 
the  schools  are  able  to  furnish.  The  schools  are  under  obligation 
to  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  for  silk  banners  furnished  many  rooms 
to  keep  before  the  pupils  patriotic  ideals,  and  to  Mrs.  H.  R.  Packard 
for  an  organ  for  the  Bliss  School. 


July  10 

VACATION  SCHOOL 
to  August  18,  1916 — 30 

Days 

Dodge- 

Hebron- 

ville 

ville 

Total 

Enrolment,  boys  

59 

33 

92 

Enrolment,  girls  

56 

40 

96 

Total  

115 

73 

188 

Average  membership  . . 

89 

61 

150 

Average  attendance  . . . 

59 

53 

112 

Per  cent,  of  attendance. 

66 

87 

74.7 

158 
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Teachers’  Salaries  . . 

COST 

$114.00 

$108.00 

$222.00 

Supplies  

50.30 

49.56 

99.86 

Total  

. $164.30 

$157.56 

$321.86 

Cost  per  pupil  based 
tendance  

on  average  at- 
$2.78 

$2.97 

$2.87 

SIGHT  AND  HEARING  TESTS 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled 

Number  found  defective  in  eyesight  . . . 

Number  found  defective  in  hearing  .... 

Number  of  parents  or  guardians  notified 

NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS 

For  the  school  year  from  September,  1915,  to  June,  1916,  schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  stormy  weather  as  follow's: 


Date  Grades  Closed 

September  16,  1915  (Heat) I — VIII  afternoon 

October  5,  1915 1 — III  afternoon 

February  3,  1916 1 — III  morning 

February  14,  1916 High  all  day 

February  25,  1916 1 — VIII  morning 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  A.  FALES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I,  herewith,  submit  my  second  report  as  principal  of  the  Attleboro 
High  School. 

Our  total  enrolment  for  the  year  is  as  follows: 


Post  graduates 6 

Seniors  59 

Juniors  79 

Sophomores 135 

PYeshmen  153 

Total 432 


This  is  five  less  than  our  enrolment  a year  ago  due  to  the  smaller 
freshman  class.  In  the  three  upper  classes  we  have  273  as  compared 
with  258  last  year.  We  have,  at  present,  something  over  four  hun- 
dred pupils  in  school. 

Seven  new  teachers  have  taken  places  upon  the  faculty.  They 
are  Miss  Harlow  and  Miss  Thompson  in  the  commercial  department. 
Miss  Wilbur  in  biology.  Miss  Masse  in  French,  Miss  Galpin  in  Spanish, 
Mr.  Nicholas  in  history,  and  Mr.  Watts  in  mechanical  drawing.  The 
faculty  is  somewhat  stronger  than  it  was  a year  ago. 


2,852 

163 

38 

178 
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The  various  departments  are  doing  good  work.  The  cooking 
department  prepares  lunches  for  the  teachers  at  recess  which  are 
sold  at  cost.  This  plan  gives  that  department  a moderate  amount 
of  practise  in  cooking  food  in  quantity  and  is  a much  better  plan 
than  where  the  cooking  department  is  required  to  prepare  the  food 
for  the  regular  lunch  room  for  the  pupils.  The  preparing  of  a few 
hundred  sandwiches,  each  day,  for  the  pupils’  lunch  soon  loses  its 
educational  value  and  becomes  drudgery. 

Our  teachers  in  French,  German  and  Spanish  have  adopted  the 
direct  method  for  the  beginning  classes  and  the  result  has  been  most 
satisfactory. 

Of  our  teaching  force,  two  are  drawing  teachers  and  do  not 
spend  a full  week  with  us,  one  is  a manual  training  teacher,  and 
one  is  a Cooking  teacher.  In  diploma  credits,  no  one  of  these  classes 
counts  more  than  two-fifths  of  a regular  school  class,  such  as  French, 
algebra,  etc.  That  is,  pupils  do  not  elect  these  subjects  in  place  of 
a regular  subject  but  rather  in  addition  to  their  regular  year’s  work. 
This  leaves  us  but  thirteen  regular  teachers  to  care  for  more  than 
four  hundred  pupils  and  makes  our  classes  far  too  large  for  good 
results.  Nearly  one-half  of  our  classes  have  over  thirty  pupils  in 
them,  some  are  in  the  forties,  and  one  has  fifty  pupils. 

The  afternoon  session  has  been  established  on  four  days  a week 
so  that  teachers  are  here  and  pupils  may  return  to  receive  extra  in- 
struction. Teachers  are  also  in  charge  of  the  building  during  the 
noon  hour.  On  these  four  days,  the  school  is  actively  in  session  from 
8:15  A.  M.  until  4 P.  M.  The  regular  day  of  8:15  to  1:30  is  far  too 
short  for  efficient  work  and  many  of  our  high  schools,  realizing  this 
fact,  are  adopting  a six  hour  day.  Such  a plan  would  increase  the 
effectiveness  of  our  school. 

Miss  Helen  Claflin  of  the  Public  Library,  after  expending  much 
time  and  effort,  has  succeeded  in  placing  our  school  library  in  use 
as  an  excellent  reference  room.  A large  number  of  books  has  been 
loaned  us  by  the  Public  Library  and  an  attendant  from  there  takes 
charge  of  our  school  library  from  one  to  two  o’clock  each  day.  During 
that  hour,  books  are  issued  by  this  librarian  under  the  same  system 
as  that  used  in  the  Public  Library.  In  this  way,  pupils  may  receive 
their  necessary  reference  books  from  our  school  library.  The  plan 
is  working  very  successfully.  The  library  is  open  during  the  recita- 
tion periods  under  the  supervision  of  the  English  teachers. 

At  graduation  last  year  a new  plan  was  adopted  whereby  the 
more  humorous  parts  were  eliminated  and  were  delivered  at  the  class 
banquet  instead.  The  graduation  was  thereby  raised  to  a more  dig- 
nified plane  and  apparently  met  with  the  approval  of  parents  and 
pupils.  A similar  program  will  be  carried  out  this  year. 

Our  athletic  teams  were  decidedly  successful  in  basketball  and 
fairly  so  in  baseball,  securing  second  place  in  the  league  and  losing 
the  championship  by  but  one  game.  We  are  exceedingly  fortunate 
in  having  a coach  whose  influence  over  the  boys  is  a remarkably 
strong  one.  Wherever  our  athletic  teams  go,  they  represent  us  in 
a manly  and  creditable  fashion. 

The  orchestra  has  been  increased  to  over  twenty  members  and 
has  become  a most  necessary  part  of  our  school  life. 

Two  cabinets  recently  added  to  the  commercial  department  are 
appreciated.  We  need  several  modern  office  appliances  and  machines 
to  prepare  our  pupils  properly  for  the  business  world.  Our  manual 
training  department  is  severely  handicapped  by  lack  of  machines 
and  our  science  department  should  have  a modern  equipment  of 
apparatus. 
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The  work  of  the  school  for  the  past  year  has  gone  on  very 
smoothly.  The  cordial  cooperation  of  the  parents  and  the  excel- 
lent spirit  of  the  pupils  toward  the  faculty  and  toward  their  work 
have  had  a strong  and  helpful  influence  upon  the  school. 

The  Principal  desires  to  express  his  thanks  to  each  member  of 
the  faculty  and  to  the  Superintendent  for  their  hearty  support.  It 
has  been  a real  pleasure  to  work  under  these  conditions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  ALEXANDER, 

Principal. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  work  of  the  music  department  is  progressing  along  regular 
lines  in  general  use  throughout  the  country.  We  aim  to  teach  the 
pupil  to  sing  and  enjoy  music,  to  help  him  attain  a reasonable  capac- 
ity to  read  and  appreciate  music,  and  to  help  develop  the  musical 
talent  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  schools  of  our  city. 

Singing  is  the  principal  element  of  study  in  the  first  two  grades. 
Here  it  becomes  a pleasant  and  refreshing  recreation  in  which  all 
the  pupils  take  part,  the  combined  effort  making  a complete  and 
beautiful  expression  of  child  life.  In  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth 
and  seventh  grades,  the  arrangement  of  music  difficulties  is  such 
as  to  lead  the  pupil  gradually  through  the  problems  of  music  reading 
and  part  singing.  Special  effort  is  also  made  to  preserve  that  flute- 
like quality  of  voice  that  is  considered  the  ideal  to  be  obtained  in 
public  school  singing. 

The  music  work  of  the  eighth  grade  is  developing  along  broader 
lines.  By  means  of  the  phonograph  we  are  now  able  to  give  the  pupils 
some  idea  of  the  music  of  the  opera,  the  oratorio,  and  other  of  the 
music  classics.  We  also  study  the  biography  of  the  most  famous 
composers.  The  interest  taken  by  the  pupils  in  this  new  departure 
is  quite  surprising  and  encourages  one  to  continue  along  this  line. 
The  vocal  difficulty  of  the  eighth  grade  due  to  the  changing  voice 
of  the  boys  is  and  always  will  be  with  us.  However,  the  singing  as 
a whole  is  good,  tuneful  and  hearty,  and  the  evident  enjoyment  of 
the  pupils  in  singing  is  one  of  the  encouraging  signs. 

The  High  School  chorus  now  numbers  three  hundred  and  fifty 
voices  and  sings  once  ^ a week.  The  quality  of  the  singing  and  the 
music  used  are  the  very  best  and  makes  this  a most  delightful  period 
in  the  school  life  of  the  pupil.  The  new  grafonola  given  by  the 
Alumni  and  the  large  number  of  fine  records  now  at  the  disposal  of 
the  pupils  of  the  High  School  adds  considerably  to  the  interest  of 
the  music  student. 

The  Glee  Clubs  composed  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  Sanford  Street, 
Bliss,  Bank  Street,  Richardson  and  High  Schools  give  to  the  more 
musical  pupil  an  added  opportunity  to  sing  and  to  enjoy  music  and 
provide  a nucleus  of  more  experienced  singers  for  the  various  exer- 
cises in  and  out  of  school  which  the  growing  city  demands. 

One  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  musical  growth  of  the  city 
is  found  in  the  increasing  number  of  pupils  in  our  schools  who  are 
learning  to  play  orchestral  instruments.  The  orchestra  is  now  an 
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important  feature  of  our  school  life  and  every  encouragement  is  given 
to  help  develop  this  new  activity.  The  Grammar  School  orchestra 
meets  for  rehearsal  at  the  Bank  Street  School,  Mondays  at  four 
o’clock.  It  numbers  seventeen  regular  members.  The  High  School 
orchestra,  twenty-four  members,  plays  at  the  opening  exercises  three 
times  a week  and  meets  for  rehearsal  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  at  the  graduation  last  .June  the  pupils  of 
the  High  School  for  the  first  time  not  only  provided  the  singers  but 
also  the  orchestra  for  the  musical  part  of  the  program.  1 wish  to 
call  your  attention  especially  to  the  fact  that  the  pupils  are  so  much 
interested  in  their  orchestra  work  that  they  are  willing  to  give  their 
own  time  after  school  for  rehearsal  and  to  meet  this  demand  I gladly 
give  extra  time  of  my  own.  I strongly  recommend  a system  of  school 
credits  for  this  work,  for  I feel  that  the  interest  and  faithfulness  of 
the  students  merit  such  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


JOHN  L.  GIBB. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  delay  in  the  opening  of  the  schools^ in  September,  made  it 
possible  to  hold  grade  meetings  to  look  over  the  drawing  course  be- 
fore any  teaching  was  done.  When  the  schools  opened,  the  drawing 
started  well  everywhere.  Eight  meetings  were  held.  One  thing 
emphasized  at  each  meeting  was  that  the  few  principles  taught  in 
each  grade  should  be  well  taught,  so  that  the  child  would  do  better 
work  in  the  next  grade. 

There  are  so  many  interesting  things  that  can  be  done  in  a draw- 
ing course  that  there  is  danger  of  doing  many  interesting  but  unre- 
lated things.  The  problems  we  are  working  out  in  the  grades  repeat 
the  principles  we  are  trying  to  teach.  Our  success  will  depend  very 
much  on  how  we  keep  adding  little  by  little  to  the  beginning  which 
we  make. 

This  year  we  are  giving  more  time  to  picture  study.  A number 
of  new  Perry  pictures  have  been  added  to  what  we  had  and  each 
grade  will  become  familiar  with  a different  set  of  pictures.  For  vari- 
ous reasons  picture  study  is  difficult  to  handle  satisfactorily  but  I 
feel  that  the  influence  of  it  is  too  valuable  not  to  make  more  of  an 
effort  to  put  the  matter  in  a practical  form.  Our  picture  study  is 
primarily  for  the  enjoyment  of  beauty  and  picture  appreciation.  I 
know  that  the  children  can  enjoy  more  if  they  know  the  beautiful. 
It  did  my  soul  good  the  other  day  to  be  hailed  from  across  the  street 
by  a second  grade  girl  with  these  words,  “We  were  looking  in  a 
book  to-day  and  saw  another  picture  of  Miss  Bowles.”  It  was  only 
a few  days  before,  I had  taken  up  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds’  picture  in  her 
room. 

At  different  times  we  have  made  some  study  of  silverware  and 
jewelry  design  in  the  seventh  grades,  but  this  year  we  are  going  to 
make  a study  of  it  in  the  eighth  grades.  We  shall  not  only  collect 
and  trace  and  see  which  jewelry  designs  are  best,  but  the  pupils 
themselves  will  work  out  a few  simple  jewelry  designs  according 
to  art  principles. 
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We  give  considerable  time  to  commercial  design.  Under  this  head 
comes  lettering,  book  covers,  posters,  picture  mounting,  book  plates 
and  book  binding.  We  are  trying  to  improve  our  printing.  I feel 
that  the  ability  to  letter  well  will  be  of  great  service.  The  poster 
seems  to  be  a problem  that  appeals  to  all  grades  and  the  High  School. 
It  is  practical  and  has  much  of  artistic  worth  and  through  this  work 
I hope  to  awaken  a finer  sense  so  that  the  pupils  will  dislike  the 
glaring  billboards  and  enjoy  a more  refined  harmony  of  color. 

In  High  School  we  give  a good  deal  of  time  to  applied  design. 
It  takes  several  weeks  to  work  out  some  of  our  problems,  but  design 
is  used  in  so  many  ways  that  it  is  very  practical.  Because  of  the 
high  cost  of  leather  we  have  not  done  so  much  leather  work  as  usual. 
We  have  done  some  simple  book  binding.  Mr.  Eastwood  has  had 
some  book  binding  frames  made  for  us,  so  that  the  next  time  we 
make  a book  it  can  be  done  in  a more  advanced  way. 

This  year  the  freehand  drawing  courses  opened  wTth  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pupils,  eight  less  than  last  year.  The  junior  and  senior 
classes  are  larger  than  ever  before.  It  is  interesting  to  look  at  the 
number  in  these  classes  five  years  ago.  There  were  five  pupils  in 
the  junior  class  and  to-day  there  are  twenty-seven.  Five  years  ago 
there  were  two  seniors  and  to-day  twenty-five. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PERSIS  A.  CROWELL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  MANUAL  TRAINING 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  work  of  the  manual  training  department  during  the  year 
1916  has  been  governed  by  the  motto, 

“Good,  better,  best. 

Never  let  it  rest. 

Till  your  good  is  better. 

And  your  better  best.” 

and  I think  I may  truthfully  say  we  have  to  a great  extent  succeeded 
in  raising  the  standard  and  the  quality  of  the  work.  While  expecting 
and  demanding  a high  grade  of  work  we  have  tried  to  consider  the 
progress  of  each  individual  pupil,  mentally,  physically  and  morally. 

Believing  that  the  development  of  character  is  of  the  most  vital 
and  lasting  import  to  the  pupil,  we  have  tried  to  show'  that  “No  man 
can  live  for  self,  alone.”  “We  must  rub  against  our  neighbors  and 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  consider  them.”  Progress  in  this  effort  has 
shown  itself  in  the  ever  increasing  readiness  of  the  pupil  to  under- 
take work  for  others  as  well  as  himself. 

Fifty  standards  from  which  to  hang  posters  advertising  the 
Community  Fellowship  meetings  were  made  w'ith  such  alacrity  and 
the  w^ork  done  so  uniformly  w'ell  that  it  is  indeed  a pleasure  to  report. 

In  the  spring  of  1916  it  became  necessary  to  repair  the  fence  of 
the  baseball  field  and  to  build  new  first  base  bleachers,  repair  the 
old  bleachers  and  put  up  a back  stop.  The  money  for  this  was  gen- 
erously subscribed  by  some  of  Attleboro’s  lovers  of  boys  and  their 
sports,  so  under  the  supervision  of  Principal  W.  B.  Alexander  and  the 
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manual  training  teacher,  about  fifty  boys  volunteered  to  do  the  work 
and  right  manfully  and  skilfully  did  they  accomplish  the  feat. 

A cabinet  to  hold  phonograph  records  and  sheet  music  was  built 
by  this  department  as  were  also  fly-screens  for  the  lunch  and  do- 
mestic science  rooms.  These  and  other  jobs  about  the  school  have 
been  done  with  pleasure. 

The  number  of  pupils  taking  manual  training  is  as  follows: 


Freshmen  57 

Sophomores  29 

Juniors  2 

Seniors  2 

— 90 

Grammar  grade  VIII 101 

Total  191 

Decrease  from  1915 23 


This  is  due  mainly  to  the  abundance  of  work  at  higher  salaries 
causing  a decrease  in  the  number  of  Freshmen. 


Course  of  Work 

Freshmen 

Bench  work — Consists  of  models  which  introduce  exercises  cov- 
ering the  systematic  use  of  wood-working  tools  in  the  order  of  their 
difficulty:  the  most  common  joints — butt,  half-lap,  tongue  and  groove, 
mortise  and  tenon  and  dovetail;  gluing,  sandpapering  and  finishing 
with  stain  and  shellac;  grinding  and  sharpening  of  cutting  tools  and 
some  filing  of  saws.  Simple  cabinet  making  by  those  showing  apti- 
tude for  it. 

Lathe  Work — Consists  of  an  elementary  course  in  wood  turning, 
covering  the  use  of  the  ordinary  wood  turning  tools — gouge,  skew- 
chisel,  parting  tool  and  round-nose  tool-chuck. 

Metal  Work — Sawing,  drilling,  filing  and  finishing  in  brass  and 
copper — hinges,  catches,  escutcheon  plates,  monogram  plates,  paper 
knife,  etc. 

Sophomores 

Bench  Work — Pattern  making,  covering  draft,  shrinkage,  use  of 
shrink  rule,  finish,  core  prints  and  simple  split  patterns.  More  ad- 
vanced cabinet  making. 

Wood  Turning — The  wood  turning  necessary  to  the  completion 
of  their  patterns,  spindles,  taper  patterns,  face  plates,  cores,  etc. 
The  turning  of  furniture  parts,  principally  spindles,  goblets,  card 
trays,  inside  and  outside  screw  face  plate  work. 

Metal  Work — The  elements  of  the  jewelry  industry;  sawing,  filing, 
drilling,  rivetting  and  finishing  in  copper,  brass  or  silver;  soldering, 
raising,  hammering  and  annealing  metal  shapes  in  copper — watch 
fobs,  silver  rings,  spoons,  forks,  sugar  tongs,  bouquet  holders,  calendar 
rack,  note-paper  rack,  napkin  holder  and  various  parts  for  wireless 
outfits. 

Juniors  and  Seniors 

While  there  is  no  definite  course  offered  for  these  pupils,  they 
did  work  of  their  own  generally  in  advance  of  the  Sophomore  course. 
To  make  our  course  of  work  give  its  full  value  to  the  pupils  we  need 


164 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


more  wood  turning  lathes,  a band  saw,  a moulding  trough  and  a gas 
furnace  to  melt  white  metal  for  casting  from  patterns  and  a high 
speed  polishing  motor. 

Grammar  Grade 

The  Grammar  School  work  comprises  elementary  bench  work, 
working  drawings  and  problems  in  shop  arithmetic.  While  execu- 
tion is  ever  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  the  teacher,  excellency  of  work 
is  considered  of  more  value  than  speed. 

Mechanical  Drawing 

The  number  of  pupils  electing  mechanical  drawing  is  as  follows; 


Freshmen  69 

Sophomores  35 

Juniors  9 

Seniors  13 

Post  Graduates  1 


Course  of  Study 
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First  Year — Geometrical  drawing,  three  view  working  drawings,  revo- 
lutions, sections  and  simple  developments. 

Second  Year — Practice  in  inking,  revolutions,  working  drawings  of 
machine  parts,  isometic  drawing,  tracings  and  blue  prints. 


Third  Year — Problems  in  machine  motions  and  design,  cams  and  their 
construction. 


Fourth  Year — Cams,  belts  and  pulleys,  gearing,  intersections  and  de- 
velopments of  surfaces,  or  orders  of  architecture,  door  and  win- 
dow details,  etc. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  a number  of  the  manual  training 
pupils  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  local  fac- 
tories study  the  methods  of  the  trade.  Stated  visits  to  study  local 
methods  of  production  might  be  worth  consideration  as  to  their  value 
of  being  included  in  the  course  of  study. 

Thanking  you  for  your  interest  and  advice  in  this  department. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  F.  EASTWOOD. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  SEWING 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  work  in  this  department  has  given 
general  satisfaction  the  past  year.  Sewing  is  a part  of  every  girl’s 
education  and  very  necessary  in  the  home  and  the  work  cannot  be 
given  too  much  time. 

One  of  the  first  essentials  in  the  teaching  of  any  subject  is  to 
have  enthusiasm  for  the  work  aroused  in  the  pupil,  and  the  interest 
shown  in  the  sewing  by  the  girls  makes  teaching  them  a real  pleas- 
ure. The  aim  of  the  course  is  to  teach  the  fundamental  stitches  and 
their  direct  application  to  articles  needed  by  the  girls  themselves 
or  in  their  homes.  I try  to  have  the  girls  feel  after  their  four  years' 
course  in  sewing  that  they  can  actually  do  something  worth  while 
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for  themselves.  Mending  receives  much  attention  during  the  course 
and  the  girls  are  taught  that  the  ability  to  repair  is  almost  as  great 
as  the  ability  to  make.  At  present,  during  the  Christmas  season,  all 
who  desire  are  preparing  some  gift. 

As  the  work  has  advanced  it  has  seemed  wise  to  provide  sewing 
machines  for  the  use  of  the  seventh  grade  girls  thus  enabling  them 
to  combine  hand  and  machine  sewing  as  is  done  in  practical  life. 
We  wish  to  express  our  great  appreciation  for  the  four  machines 
placed  in  the  schools  in  the  center.  Much  credit  is  to  be  given  the 
girls  of  grades  seven  and  eight  of  the  Washington  School,  who  by  their 
own  efforts  with  the  assistance  of  the  teacher,  have  provided  them- 
selves with  a machine.  No  work  has  been  done  at  home  except  stitch- 
ing by  children  from  schools  where  there  are  no  machines.  It  is  a 
more  satisfactory  way  of  obtaining  good  results. 

Sewing  would  not  be  a subject  of  such  vital  interest  without  the 
support  of  the  parents  in  purchasing  the  necessary  materials.  I wish 
to  thank  them  for  their  interest  and  assistance  in  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MINNIE  A.  WALKER. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Pales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  work  done  in  this  department  for 
the  year  1916  with  recommendations  for  the  year  1917. 

The  schools  have  all  required  a great  deal  of  attention  and  in- 
spection during  the  last  year  although  I may  say  that  in  general  the 
physical  condition  of  the  children  improves  from  year  to  year.  There 
has  been  a marked  improvement  in  several  schools  where  we  used  to 
have  a great  many  pupils  who  came  to  school  dirty  and  therefore 
more  susceptible  to  disease.  This  I attribute  largely  to  the  lessening 
of  immigration  and  the  increased  readiness  with  which  most  of  the 
foreigners  accept  and  copy  our  methods  of  living. 

Last  spring  we  had  a severe  epidemic  of  measles  which  kept 
many  hundred  pupils  from  school.  The  cases  were  not  severe  and 
the  mortality  was  low.  Even  with  constant  inspection  this  disease 
could  not  be  checked  owing  to  the  long  and  insidious  incubation  period. 

I have  noticed  a growing  tendency  during  the  past  year  for  chil- 
dren to  leave  school  for  good  when  they  reach  the  age  of  fourteen. 
It  is  distressing  to  note  this  increase,  which  I believe  there  should 
be  an  effort  to  check.  Parents  are  too  eager  to  get  the  few  dollars 
that  a child  may  earn,  not  realizing  that  a few  more  years  of  school- 
ing makes  that  child  just  so  much  more  efficient  and  valuable,  and 
therefore  able  to  demand  more  wages.  Statistics  prove  that  a child 
beginning  work  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  although  he  has  more  years 
of  actual  work,  does  not  average  the  amount  in  wages  that  a child 
does  who  attends  school  from  four  to  five  years  longer.  There  have 
been  689  employment  certificates  issued  and  I have  examined  and 
signed  health  certificates  for  602  minors,  a marked  increase  over  pre- 
vious years. 

I am  glad  the  office  of  school  dentist  has  been  so  well  filled  and 
can  already  see  the  effect  of  Dr.  Webb’s  work. 

The  opening  of  the  schools  for  the  current  year  was  delayed 
two  weeks  because  of  the  fear  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  and  not  be- 
cause of  any  local  epidemic.  I think  we  owe  a vote  of  thanks  to  the 
local  physicians  who  were  willing  to  make  the  daily  examinations 
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which  we  had  planned  to  make  before  the  decision  of  the  school 
board  to  close  the  schools.  There  were  no  cases  of  the  dread  disease 
among  the  school  children  of  Attleboro  during  the  year,  for  which 
we  are  most  thankful.  When  school  opened  I visited  every  school 
in  the  city  twice  the  first  week  and  once  the  second  week,  which 
required  much  rapid  traveling  and  extra  time. 

As  time  goes  on  we  blame  the  spread  of  disease  more  and  more 
to  the  fly,  and  I believe  we  are  right  in  that  assumption.  Children 
are  in  school  from  four  to  five  months  when  flies  are  very  busy  and 
numerous.  I believe  I am  right  in  saying  that  in  no  way  do  we  en- 
deavor to  prevent  the  flies  from  entering  the  buildings.  I have  noticed 
particularly  the  great  number  of  flies  in  the  buildings  where  the 
children  live  at  a distance  and  therefore  bring  lunches.  The  lunch 
boxes  are  frequently  well  covered  with  flies.  I recommend  the  screen- 
ing of  some  of  the  buildings,  especially  where  food  is  kept. 

During  the  fall  term  we  had  a good  example  of  the  way  in  which 
diphtheria  can  be  spread  among  the  children.  The  last  of  September 
a case  was  reported  to  me  from  the  Bliss  School.  I immediately 
made  examinations,  taking  cultures  from  nose  and  throat  of  sus- 
picious cases.  In  this  way  three  children  were  found  to  have  posi- 
tive cultures,  although  apparently  not  sick.  In  other  words,  they  are 
classed  as  diphtheria  carriers,  and  very  dangerous  to  other  children. 
The  light  case  is  often  responsible  for  the  very  severe  one.  Later 
with  the  help  of  the  health  officer  and  the  school  nurse,  cultures 
were  taken  from  most  of  the  children  in  the  rooms  exposed.  One 
other  case  was  found  in  this  way.  It  was  deemed  wise  to  close  the 
rooms  directly  exposed,  and  to  make  daily  examinations  of  the  other 
children.  In  this  way  I believe  we  escaped  what  might  have  been  a 
serious  epidemic.  I want  to  register  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
closing  of  schools  when  there  is  fear  of  an  epidemic.  I think  we 
have  better  control  of  the  spread  of  disease  with  the  schools  open 
than  with  them  closed.  With  careful  inspection  an  epidemic  can 
be  prevented  in  the  majority  of  instances,  whereas  if  the  children 
are  allowed  to  run  wild  the  chance  of  any  control  is  absolutely  lost. 

As  yet  nothing  definite  has  been  accomplished  in  regard  to  an 
open-air  school  for  tubercular  children  of  the  city.  I have  in  my 
hands  a list  of  children  numbering  forty-two,  reported  to  me  from 
the  health  records.  I still  hope  for  a serious  consideration  of  this 
project  as  there  must  be  twice  this  number  of  children  in  need  of 
such  a school  room. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I report  concerning  the  school  nurse. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  a very  capable 
nurse.  Miss  Loretta  Taylor,  has  been  appointed  to  this  position.  Al- 
though she  has  been  appointed  but  a short  time,  the  results  from 
her  work  are  already  noticeable. 

During  the  year  with  the  assistance  of  the  district  nurses  I have 
operated  upon  thirteen  school  children  who  had  enlarged  and  diseased 
adenoids  and  tonsils. 

Following  the  custom  in  other  city  schools,  and  because  the 
need  is  great,  I recommend  the  establishment  of  a bath  room  where 
necessary  in  the  school  buildings,  to  allow  children  who  need  it,  the 
privilege  of  bathing  twice  a week  under  supervision  of  the  school 
nurse.  I would  suggest  that  the  first  building  to  be  so  equipped 
should  be  the  Richardson  School. 

To  sum  up  briefly,  I have  made  5,360  examinations,  signed  602 
working  and  health  certificates,  210  vaccination  certificates  and  406 
permits  to  return  to  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILFRED  E.  ROUNSEVILLE,  M.  D. 


PUPILS  EXAMINED  BY  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN  AT  ANNUAL  INSPECTION 
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Total  number  of  examinations,  5,360.  Vaccination  certificates,  210. 

Health  certificates  to  minors  under  sixteen  seeking-  employment,  602.  Permits  to  return  to  school,  406. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Report  from  October  23,  1916,  to  January  1,  1917. 


Routine  school  examinations  6 

Routine  school  visits 68 

Total  visits 74 

Number  of  notices  sent  to  parents  after  school  examinations 856 

Home  visits  for 

Pediculosis  40 

Decayed  teeth  82 

Adenoids  and  tonsils 50 

Impetigo 12 

Eyes  3 

Home  conditions  13 

Total  number  of  visits 200 


In  cases  of  pediculosis  first  treatment  was  given  and  instructions 
left  as  to  further  care. 

Bad  teeth — all  cases  referred  to  dental  clinic  that  could  not  go 
to  family  dentist. 

Impetigo — shown  how  to  care  tor  affected  parts. 

Adenoids  and  tonsils — advised  seeing  family  doctor. 

Out  of  the  50  cases  needing  operations  but  4 have  been  done. 

Assisted  in  taking  the  cultures  of  100  children  at  the  Bliss  School 
on  October  23. 

Assisted  Dr.  Rounseville  at  2 operations  for  adenoids  and  tonsils. 


Have  made  the  following  schedule  for  the  remaining  school  year: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Bank  St.-Pleasant  St 

8-22 

5-19 

6-20 

10-25 

9-23 

6-20 

Bliss  

9-23 

6-20 

7-21 

11-26 

10-24 

7-21 

Briggs  Corner  

10-24 

7-21 

8-22 

12-27 

11-25 

8-22 

Richardson  

11-25 

8-23 

9-23 

13-30 

14-28 

11 

South  Attleboro  

12-26 

9-26 

12 

2-16 

1-15-29 

12 

Dodgeville-Hebronville  . . . 

15-29 

12-27 

13 

3-17 

2-16-30 

13 

Tiffany 

16-30 

13-28 

14 

4-18 

3-17-31 

14 

Carpenter-Capron  

17-31 

14 

1-15 

5-20 

4-18 

1-15 

Sanford  St.-Parmers  

18 

1-15 

2-16 

6-23 

7-21 

4-18 

Washington-Plat 

19 

2-16 

5-19 

9-24 

8-22 

5-19 

This  means  spending 

one 

morning 

every 

two 

weeks  in 

each 

school,  leaving  the  afternoons  free  for  following  up  necessary  cases 
and  making  home  visits. 


’ Respectfully, 


L.  D.  TAYLOR. 


ANNUAL  RKPOKT 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

During  the  past  year  in  the  work  of  investigating  causes  for 
absence  from,  school  I find,  as  in  previous  years,  a number  of  cases 
of  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
school  regularly.  I have  been  obliged  to  warn  some  parents  for  their 
neglect  in  this  matter  and  have  tried  to  impress  upon  them  the  fact 
that  the  greatest  results  can  only  be  obtained  by  regular  attendance. 
I have  found  some  cases  of  absence  resulting  from  truancy  but  feel 
that  they  were  overcome  by  prompt  attention.  One  boy  was  taken 
to  court  as  an  habitual  school  offender  and  committed  to  Walpole 
Union  Training  School.  In  one  case  I was  obliged  to  notify  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Lyman  School  at  Westboro  to  remove  a boy  who 
was  on  parole  and  attending  school  at  Briggs  Corner. 

In  the  matter  of  aiding  needy  children  to  attend  school  I have 
found  some  improvement  over  last  year  on  account  of  the  improved 
conditions  in  business  and  the  aid  given  by  the  Associated  Charities 
and  kind  friends. 


Following  is  a table  showing  number  of  cases  investigated:  — 


January  . 
February 
March  . . . 
April  .... 

May  

June  .... 
September 
October  . . 
November 
December 

Total 


Absences 

Benevolences 

. . 47 

18 

. . 30 

14 

. . 39 

19 

. . 18 

24 

. . 65 

13 

. . 25 

7 

8 

0 

. . 53 

15 

. . 39 

14 

. . 33 

10  • 

. . 357 

134 

Calls  made  to  schools  and  factories IGS 

Calls  made  to  private  and  evening  schools 10 

Taken  to  court  as  habitual  school  offender  and  committed  to  Wal- 
pole Union  Training  School 1 


Received  from  a friend  for  benevolent  purposes $10 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  you  for  your  advice  and  cooperation 
at  all  times. 


Respectfully, 


WARREN  PARKER. 


1Fn  ilDemodam 


Mrs.  O.  Cora  Chatterton 

For  forty-four  years  a teacher  in 
the  Attleboro  Public  Schools. 
Died  September  1 4,  1916. 
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School  Committee,  1917 


Benjamin  P.  King, 

17  First  St. 

Term 

Expires 

January 

1918 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson, 

Telephone  764-W 
13  Maple  St. 

1918 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin, 

Telephone  354-W 
32  John  St. 

1918 

Walter  J.  Newman, 

Telephone:  Residence  713-W 
Telephone:  Office  279-J 
177  Pine  St. 

1919 

Edwin  F.  Thayer, 

Telephone  710-M 
17  Mechanics  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford, 

Telephone  468-M 
Tyler  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald, 

Telephone  717-W 
250  County  St. 

1920 

Thomas  G.  Sadler, 

Telephone  172-M 
South  Attleboro 

1920 

Walter  A.  Briggs, 

Telephone  Pawt.  336-W 
1 Cliff  St. 

1920 

Telephone  619-R 

ORGANIZATION 

Benjamin  P.  King Chairman 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin Secretary 

Benjamin  P.  King Representative  before  Municipal  Council 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr,  King,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr,  Thayer. 


Text-Books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Incidentals  and  Repairs 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Sadler,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Briggs. 
Visiting  Schools 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs,  Theobald,  Mrs,  Ford,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Briggs. 

INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Advisory  Committee 

S.  M.  Einstein,  E.  L.  Gowen,  W.  L.  King, 

H.  D.  Lincoln,  J.  H.  Harmstone. 
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SCHOOL  TELEPHONES 


Bank  Street  . . . 

Bliss  

Briggs  Corner 
Dodgeville  . . . . 
Hebronville  . . . 

High  

Plat  

Richardson  . . . 
South  Attleboro 

Tiffany  

Washington .... 


666-M 

218-R 

263-J-l 

620-J 

535-Y 

390-W 

Pawtucket  2608-W 

215-R 

..Pawtucket  818-R 

406-W 

.Pawtucket  213-M 


TEACHERS 

HIGH  SCHOOL— County  St. 


William  B.  Alexander,  Principal 27  Summer  St. 

Ross  P.  Chamberlain,  Science 178  South  Main  St. 

Edith  L.  Claflin.  German 144  Pleasant  St. 

Lida  H.  Marrs,  Commercial  Branches 62  North  Main  St. 

Alice  J.  Macomber,  English 21  Hodges  St. 

Martha  A.  Clapp,  Latin  and  English 35  Peck  St. 

Mildred  P.  Masse,  French 13  Maple  St. 

Daisy  A.  Howe,  Mathematics 10  Hope  St. 

Gladys  E.  Wilbur,  Biology 10  Eldridge  St. 

Mira  Poler,  English 28  Fifth  St. 

Leola  B.  Harlow,  Commercial  Branches 15  Jackson  St. 

Herbert  N.  Nicholas,  History 178  South  Main  St. 

Grace  M.  Thompson,  Commercial  Branches 117  Pleasant  St. 

Lena  F.  Shaw,  Domestic  Science 178  South  Main  St. 

Muriel  R.  Galpin,  English  and  Spanish 23  Third  St. 

William  F.  Eastwood,  Manual  Training.. 54  South  Main  St.,  Mansfield. 
Robert  W.  Watts,  Manual  Training 6 Jefferson  St. 


BANK  STREET  SCHOOL— Cor.  Bank  and  Peck  Sts. 


Room 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal 333  Park  St. 

3 Alice  M.  McNerney,  VIII ...206  Park  St. 

7 Effie  G.  Higgins,  VIII 191  South  Main  St. 

8 Marjorie  E.  Davies,  VIII 33  Elizabeth  St. 

4 Mildred  A.  Farnsworth,  VIII 8 Howard  Ave. 

6 Hazelfern  Hofmann,  VIII 19i/^  Park  Ave. 


CHARLES  E.  BLISS  SCHOOL — Park  St. 


1  Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal 333  Park  St. 

1 Bertha  M.  Sperry,  Asst.,  VII 24  Park  Ave. 

2 Harriet  E.  Whiting,  VI 62  North  Main  St. 

3 Florence  E.  Tarleton,  V 8 Howard  Ave. 

4 Helen  N.  Davies,  IV 33  Elizabeth  St. 

5 Marion  Harney,  III 7 Pearl  St. 

6 Elsie  E.  Bowen,  II Oak  Hill  Ave. 

7 Roxie  M.  Taylor,  II,  1 38  Holden  St. 

8 H.  Marion  Lillibridge,  1 2 Burnside  Ave. 


Julia  L.  Merry  (Mrs.),  Individual  Instruction R.  R.  No.  1 
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BRIGGS  CORNER  SCHOOL 

Room 

1 Anna  I.  Dearborn,  Principal,  VI,  V 174  North  Main  St. 

2 Abbie  M.  Littlefield,  IV,  III 18  Park  Ave. 

3 Helen  L.  Johnson,  II,  1 23  Dean  St. 

CAPRON  SCHOOL — Cor.  Fourth  and  Prospect  Sts. 

1 Lucy  H.  George,  III,  II 55  South  Main  St.,  Mansfield,  Mass. 

2 Elizabeth  R.  Holbrook,  II,  1 109  Park  St. 

CARPENTER  STREET  SCHOOL 

1 Edna  L.  Atwell,  II Hebronville,  Mass. 

2 Clara  F.  Bourne,  I R.  R.  No.  4 

DODGEVILLE  SCHOOL 

1 Mary  G.  Gilles,  Principal,  VI,  V 281  South  Main  St. 

2 Clara  G.  Smith,  IV,  III Ill  Thacher  St. 

3 Grace  R.  Pimer,  II,  1 38  North  Main  St. 

FARMERS  SCHOOL— West  St. 

1 Marion  S.  Hamblett,  Principal,  VI,  V ...40  Elizabeth  St. 

3  Estelle  M.  Hartford,  IV,  III 165  North  Main  St. 

2 Eleanor  A.  Parker,  II,  1 8 Howard  Ave. 

HEBRONVILLE  SCHOOL 

1 Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal,  VII,  VI 281  South  Main  St. 

2 Maude  A.  Hodges,  V,  IV Foxboro,  Mass. 

3 Mary  L.  Baxter,  III,  II 15  John  St. 

4 Jennie  S.  Pierce,  I Hebronville. 

5 Kathrina  S.  Thayer,  Kindergarten 33  Bank  St. 

5 Flora  M.  Goff,  Asst.  Kindergarten Hebronville. 

PLAT  SCHOOL 

Louise  G.  Richards,  III,  II,  1 34  Peck  St. 

PLEASANT  STREET  SCHOOL 

1 M.  Vaulein  Moore,  III,  II 142  County  St. 

2 Vera  H.  Sherwood,  II,  1 19  Playward  St. 

ABIATHAR  A.  RICHARDSON  SCHOOL— 

Cor.  Pearl  and  Pine  Sts. 

1 Joseph  M.  McEvoy,  Principal 10  Elizabeth  St. 

1 Harriett  M.  Miller,  Asst.,  VII 33  Elizabeth  St. 

2 Ruth  F.  Sampson,  VII 19  Hayward  St. 

3 Annie  L.  Williams,  VI 18  Park  Ave. 

4 Alice  M.  Angevine,  VI,  V 8 East  St. 

5 Norma  I.  Bake,  V 24  Park  Ave. 

6 R.  Ursula  Bessom,  IV 50  Dunham  St. 

7 Beulah  B.  Ross,  IV,  III 76  Peck  St. 

8 Mary  L.  Chapman  (Mrs.),  Ill 50  Dunham  St. 

9 Florence  M.  Lillibridge,  II 2 Burnside  Ave. 

10  Annie  H.  Traill,  1 118  Union  St. 

Amy  E.  White,  Individual  Instruction 54  Dean  St. 
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SANFORD  STREET  SCHOOL 

Room 

2  A.  Irvin  Studley,  Principal 6 Sturdy  St. 

2 Hannah  M.  Pratt,  Asst.,  VII 24  Dean  St. 

1  Clara  J.  Currie,  VII 12  Holden  St. 

4 Laura  V.  Arentzen,  VI 8 Jefferson  St. 

3 Ruby  L.  Johnson,  VI 10  Hope  St. 

8 Zita  Simms,  V 119  Pine  St. 

7 Alice  M.  Gallup,  V 89  East  St.,  Mansfield,  Mass. 

6 Mildred  P.  Harrison,  IV 8 Howard  Ave. 

5 Nellie  L.  Barker,  IV 33  Elizabeth  St. 

9 Mary  E.  McManus,  III 82  Dean  St. 

11  Margaret  F.  Gaynor,  II 9 West  St. 

10  Bertha  L.  Mowry,  1 5 Second  St. 

Leonora  P.  Beers,  Individual  Instruction 171  South  Main  St. 

SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  SCHOOL 

1 Dorothy  M.  Buffum,  Principal,  VIII,  VII 5 Prospect  St. 

3 Alma  C.  Hillman,  VI,  V Thacher  St. 

4 Carrie  M.  Durgin,  IV,  III 8 Howard  Ave. 

2 Ethel  Sanford,  II,  1 23  Dean  St. 

JOSEPH  O.  TIFFANY  SCHOOL— Thacher  St. 

1 Abbie  C.  Hill  (Mrs.),  Principal,  VII,  VI 57  Bank  St. 

3 Mary  V.  Mulligan,  V 75  Orange  St. 

4 Leila  M.  Robinson,  IV 50  Dunham  St. 

5 Edith  C.  Polechio,  III 8 Howard  Ave. 

6 Mary  F.  Wade,  III,  II 8 Howard  Ave. 

7 Elizabeth  E.  Sherwood,  II,  1 19  Hayward  St. 

8 Agnes  L.  Bryant,  I South  Attleboro 

Ada  G.  Cochrane  (Mrs.),  Individual  Instruction 60  Dean  St. 

WASHINGTON  SCHOOL 

1 Grace  L.  Sullivan,  Principal,  VIII,  VII 118  Union  St. 

2 Marion  L.  Fountain,  VI,  V 22 Jefferson  St. 

3 Katherine  Maier,  IV,  III 8 Howard  Ave. 

4 Hazel  Huxley,  II,  1 11  Cliff  St. 

SUPERVISORS  AND  SPECIAL  TEACHERS 

John  Laing  Gibb,  Music 103  Bank  St. 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday'. 

Persis  A.  Crowell,  Drawing 91  Peck  St. 

•Office  hour:  Monday,  4:15-5  P.  M. 

Helen  P.  Bullard,  Assistant 7 Pearl  St. 

Office  hour:  Wednesday,  4:15-5  P.  M. 

Minnie  A.  Walker,  Sewing Hebronville 

EVENING  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
Attleboro  Evening  School 
High  School  Building — County  St. 

* Abbie  C.  Hill  (Mrs.),  Principal 57  Bank  St. 

*Mary  E.  McManus,  Assistant 82  Dean  St. 

^Dorothy  M.  Buffum 20  Second  St. 

*Ada  G.  Cochrane  (Mrs.) 60  Dean  St. 

^Robert  W.  Watts 19  John  St. 

* Joseph  M.  McEvoy 10  Elizabeth  St. 
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DODGEVILLE  EVENING  SCHOOL 

^Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal 281  South  Main  St. 


HEBRONVILLE  EVENING  SCHOOL 

* Jennie  S.  Pierce,  Principal Hebronville 

^^Teachers  also  in  Attleboro  Day  Schools. 


JANITORS 


Robert  Barnes,  High,  Capron Room  404,  Bronson  Annex 

Joseph  I.  Tharl 301  South  Main  St. 

Bank  St.,  Sanford  St.,  Carpenter  St.,  Pleasant  St.,  South  Main  St. 

John  V.  Stone,  Richardson 11  Grove  St. 

Charles  C.  Rockwood,  Bliss 157  Park  St. 

Charles  J.  Nelson,  Tiffany 9 Summer  St. 

Sheldon  Williams,  Farmers 62  North  Main  St. 

Carlos  T,  Clark,  Briggs  Corner R.  F.  D.  No.  1 

Bilsborrow  Ainsworth,  Dodgeville,  96  South  Main  St.,  Dodgeville,  Mass. 

Alex  Lapalme,  Hebronville Knight  Ave.,  Hebronville,  Mass. 

Thomas  F.  Dean South  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Raymond  Avey,  Washington R.  F.  D.  No.  5 

David  Hamilton,  Plat R.  F.  D.  No.  5 


GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
ATTLEBORO  HIGH  SCHOOL 

High  School  Hall,  Thursday  Evening,  June  22,  1916. 


PROGRAM 

Entrance  March — “Monstrat  Viam” Hall 

HIGH  SCHOOL  ORCHESTRA 

Invocation 

REV.  EDWARD  E.  WELLS 

Music — “Festival  Hymn” Dudley  Buck 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Address  of  Welcome 

FRED  LURAD  WETHERELL 
President  of  the  Class 

Essay — “Westward  Ho!”  The  Cry  of  the  Ages 

DOROTHY  STEWART  MOORE 


Solo — (a)  “I  Love  You” Cadman 

(b)  “Somewhere  a Voice  is  Calling” Newton-Tate 


HELEN  MARIE  McCAFFREY 
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Essay — National  Quarantine  and  Sanitation 

HAROLD  RAYMOND  DAVIS  SEMPLE 

Essay — The  Philippine  Question 

HILDUR  JOSEPHINE  ORUP 


Music — (a)  “The  Flag”  Hadley 

(b)  “The  Uncrowned  King” Loomis 


CHORUS 

History  of  the  Class  of  1916 

BEATRICE  LUCILLE  DUDEMAINE 
RUSSEL  PERRY  GRAY 

Essay — Art  and  Its  Meaning 

BEATRICE  WILHELMINA  BEUTTEL 

Music — “National  Emblem  March” Bagley 

ORCHESTRA 

Essay — Liberty  Under  Law 

WELLINGTON  GREEN  NICOLA 

Essay  and  Valedictory — “Labor  Omnia  Vincit” 

CHRISSY  HAMER  VARLEY 

Music — Selections  from  “Martha” PJotow 

CHORUS 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

WALTER  A.  BRIGGS 
Of  the  School  Committee 


Music — Class  Song 

March  of  the  Graduates — “The  Master  Stroke” 

ORCHESTRA 


Hall 


LIST  OF  GRADUATES 


Lawrence  Herman  Allen 
Marion  Louise  Barrows 
Beatrice  Wilhelmina  Beuttel 
Ida  May  Bowen 
Pearl  Florence  Briggs 
Mildred  Louise  Bundy 
Ward  Harkness  Bushee 
Earle  Bullock  Carpenter 
Irene  Blanchard  Carpenter 
Arthur  Glenmore  Ceely 
Sophia  Theresa  Clitheroe 
Nabby  Eileen  Coffey 
Rosamond  Souther  Cooke 
Earl  Perrin  Cooper 
Herbert  Alvin  Cooper 
Raymond  Revello  Davis 
Leslie  Anna  Mae  Denlinger 
Beatrice  Lucille  Dudemaine 


Evelyn  Frances  Fales 
Ethel  May  Foster 
Viola  Marion  Frear 
Leodore  Joseph  Gibeault 
Russell  Perry  Gray 
Gladys  May  Greene 
Helen  Maud  Haynes 
Alice  Almeda  Hirons 
David  Emory  Holman 
Irmah  Gertrude  Ingell 
Gertrude  Eleanora  Johnson 
Mollie  Kaufman 
Ralph  Benedict  Keagan 
Byron  Hampton  Lord 
Grace  Lusk 

Helen  Marie  McCaffrey 
Grace  Florence  Monnier 
Dorothy  Stewart  Moore 
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Ernestine  Octavia  Moran 
Tesla  Case  Nicola 
Wellington  Green  Nicola 
John  Edward  O’Neill 
Clifford  Howarth  Orr 
Hildur  Josephine  Orup 
Capron  Phillips  Payson 
Laura  Isabell  Perry 
Ellen  Mae  Porter 

Arline 


Solomon  Rotenberg 
Harold  Raymond  Davis  Semple 
Mildred  Austin  Smith 
Marion  Louise  Thomae 
Herman  Melvin  Thurber 
Chrissy  Hamer  Varley 
Fred  Lurad  Wetherell 
Ruth  Arnold  Whipple 
Myrtle  Isabelle  White 
Ware  Young 


HONORS 


Chrissy  Hamer  Varley 
Dorothy  Stewart  Moore 
Hildur  Josephine  Orup 
Harold  Raymond  Davis  Semple 


Irmah  Gertrude  Ingell 
Beatrice  Wilhelmina  Beuttel 
Beatrice  Lucille  Dudemaine 
Alice  Almeda  Hirons 


CLASS  SONG 

In  the  High  School  our  class  has  labored  quite  hard, 

For  Labor  conquers  all  we  know, 

Four  happy  years  we  have  been  on  our  guard. 

And  now  we’ve  something  good  to  show. 

You  have  surely  heard  of  the  class  of  ’16, 

That  valiant  victorious  class. 

The  best  that  this  High  School  ever  has  seen. 

It  does  all  the  others  surpass. 

(Words  by  Dorothy  Stewart  Moore.  Music  by  Ruth  Arnold  Whipple.) 

Class  Motto:  “Labor  Omnia  Vincit’’ 

Class  Colors:  Green  and  Gold 


HIGH  SCHOOL  ORCHESTRA 


Violins 

Kenneth  G.  Allen,  1917 
Thomas  S.  Carpenter,  1918 
Harold  A.  Davis,  1917 
Lester  F.  Grant,  1917 
Bessie  E.  Larson,  1918 
J.  Harold  O’Leary,  1919 
Alice  P.  Stanton,  1917 
Marion  L.  Thomae,  1916 

Viola 

J.  Mella  Nicola,  1919 

Clarinets 

Byron  H.  Lord,  1916 
Shirley  J.  Nicola,  1918 


Cornets 

Tesla  C.  Nicola,  1916 
W.  Harold  Siddell,  1917 
Joseph  S.  Woodward,  1917 

Saxaphone 

Wellington  G.  Nicola,  1916 


Drums  and  Bells 

Clifton  G.  Belcher,  1918 

Piano 

Raymond  R.  Davis,  1916 


Musical  Director — John  Laing  Gibb 
Accompanist — Rosamond  S.  Cooke,  1916 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
BANK  STREET  AND  WASHINGTON  SCHOOLS 

High  School  Hall,  Thursday  afternoon,  June  22,  1916 


PROGRAM 

March — “Battery  A” 

ELLA  PEARL  CAMERON 

Chorus — “The  Village  Blacksmith,”  Part  I Noyes 

Invocation — 

REV.  ROBERT  S.  MOORE 


Geography — 

India:  Original  Essays — 

Albert  Edward  Carpenter 
. . . .Aurore  Irene  Sevigny 
....Alton  Spencer  Braids 
...George  Edward  Mason 
....Harry  Clifford  Fisher 


a Brief  History. . . 

b People 

c Calcutta 

d Bombay 

e American  Trade 


Selected  Chorus — “The  Village  Blacksmith,”  Part  II Noyes 


History — 

Scenes  from  the  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln: 

Lincoln  : 

a The  Boy  d The  Father 

b The  Just  e The  Country’s  Friend 

c The  Statesman  f Liberty 

Characters 

a Donald  McVicar 

b Frank  Edward  Johnson  c 

Louise  Bertha  Spier 
Margaret  Helena  O’Leary 
Alfred  Edwin  Salt,  Jr. 
c Frank  Edward  Johnson  d 

Charles  Dosick 

Raymond  Edward  Holbrook  e 

f 

Readers 

d Hope  Barbara  Irving 
e John  Francis  Hanlon 
f Violin  by 

William  Herbert  Sargent 


a Kathleen  Salisbury  Moore 
b Lillian  Chantler 
Ruth  Ella  Tomlinson 
c Marion  Amelia  Stevens 


Joseph  Byron  Lewis 
Maurice  Carpenter  Potter 
Ejnar  Hilding  Ribbe 
Robert  William  Sharkey 
Heman  Orlando  Sw’eet 
Carl  Henry  Stevens 
Edgar  Charles  LaPalme 
Carl  Henry  Stevens 
Ruth  Christina  Sinclair 


Instrumental  Trio — “Serenade” 


Widor 


Violin Ernest  William  Doyle 

’Cello Hazel  Byington  Nicola 

Piano Mildred  Signe  Anderson 
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Physiology  and  Hygiene — 

a Essay Dorothy  Priscilla  Wharton 

Assisted  by  Elsie  Brett  Sweeney 

b Some  Examples  of  First  Aid — 

Explanation Alfred  James  Bagnall 

Demonstration Karl  Henry  Robinson 

Assisted  by  Ralph  Foster  Perry,  Percy  A.  Eklund, 

Arthur  H.  Barrowman 

English — The  Story  of  An  Old  Windmill  (original) 

Alice  Magdalena  Cathrine  Wuille 

Chorus — “The  Village  Blacksmith,”  Part  III Noyes 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Note. — This  program  has  been  planned  to  represent  some  phases  of 
our  school  work. 


GRADUATES 


Annie  Elizabeth  Adel 

Arthur  Clifton  Albert 

Catherine  Theresa  Albert 

William  Frederick  Alsop 

Gunnar  Robert  Anderson 

Martha  Bruce  Anderson 

Mildred  Signe  Caroline  Anderson 

Robert  Brownell  Angus 

Maurice  Timothy  Arsenault 

James  Alfred  Bagnall 

Arthur  Henry  Barrowman 

William  Alfred  Barton 

Kate  Evelyn  Beswick 

Dorothy  Dela  Blaine 

Mary  Frances  Borden 

Anna  May  Bowen 

Ellen  Ruth  Bowen 

Irene  Elizabeth  Marie  Bradley 

Alton  Spencer  Braids 

Viola  Myrtle  Brockway 

Edward  James  Brown 

Mary  Ella  Brown 

Alice  Bullock 

James  Francis  Henry  Burch 
Stener  Garfield  Burton 
Edna  Eloise  Butterworth 
Ella  Pearl  Cameron 
Grace  Beatrice  Campbell 
Guiton  Chace  Canfield 
Albert  Edward  Carpenter 
Amy  Gertrude  Carpenter 
Grover  Burr  Carpenter 
Lillian  Chantler 
Carl  Coan 

Harold  Wheaton  Cole 


Eva  Amanda  Conley 

Maud  Beatrice  Cook 

Elvira  Ellen  Coyne 

Henry  John  Cremo 

Cornelius  George  Crosson 

Sarah  Clotilde  Gruff 

Esther  Carlisle  Cunliffe 

Almeda  Veshlage  Cunningham 

Myles  Francis  Travers  Daly 

Lolitta  Hazel  Davis 

Mary  Theresa  Dennis 

John  James  Dolan 

Charles  Dosick 

Ernest  William  Doyle 

Jessie  Pearl  Dyer 

Olive  Louise  Ebert 

Percy  Alexander  Eklund 

Paul  Penington  Estee 

Harry  Clifford  Fisher 

Wilmer  Bates  Fisher 

Arthur  Meadod  Frazer 

Charles  Christopher  Gaboury 

Curtis  Stanley  Gallup 

Ernest  Osmond  Gammell 

Charles  Austin  Gardner 

Harold  Gay 

Philip  Joseph  Gilbert 

Gertrude  Marion  Gillis 

Clara  Louise  Gilroy 

Prank  Robert  Girard 

Ella  Jocelyn  Goodale 

Gertrude  Burgess  Goodale 

Harvey  Bigelow  Goodale 

John  Albert  Waldemore  Graham 

David  Clark  Gray 
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Annie  Myra  Grindell 
^ Anna  Caroline  Gronvald 
Irma  Whitney  Groves 
George  Frederick  Haley 
Theresa  May  Haley 
William  Edward  Haley 
John  Francis  Hanlon 
Francis  Hayes 
Mildred  Mabel  Hewes 
Lois  Chandler  Heywood 
Cora  Lillian  Hodgkins 
Clarence  Omer  Hojaboom 
Ra\Tnond  Edward  Holbrook 
Hillard  Aubrey  Holden 
Hope  Barbara  Irving 
Eileen  Frances  Janson 
Frank  Edward  Johnson 
Evelyn  Sarah  Johnston 
Jacob  Isaac  Kaufman 
Ernest  Ephriam  Kenniston 
Sarah  Margaret  Kinton 
Dorothy  May  Knight 
Edgar  Charles  La  Palme 
Helen  Alice  Leary 
Edna  Susie  Lepper 
Joseph  Byron  Lewis 
Alice  Lovenbury 
Helen  Victoria  Lundgren 
Donald  MacVicar 
George  Henry  Marland,  Jr. 
George  Edward  Mason 
Clarence  Ellsworth  Mathews 
Edna  Beatrice  Mattinson 
Karl  Loomer  McLeod 
Mildred  McNary 
Ruth  Evelyn  Middleton 
Florence  Mary  Moon 
Kathleen  Salisbury  Moore 
Albert  Leonard  Morin 
Robert  Clarence  Moulton 
James  Henry  Mulkern 
Louis  Francis  Mulligan 
Kenneth  Allton  Murdock 
Shirley  Clark  Musick 
Mabel  Hildagard  Nelson 
Bernice  Barbara  Nicholson 
Mary  Joyce  Nicholson 
Mildred  Catherine  Nicholson 
Grace  Irene  Nickerson 
Hazel  Byington  Nicola 
Marvette  Frances  Noonan 
Lillian  Anna  Novack 
Catherine  Marie  O’Brien 
Cornelius  O’Brien,  Jr. 

Margaret  Louise  O’Connor 
Margaret  Helena  O’Leary 
Ethel  Vida  Oliver 

Maurice 


Robert  Valdemar  Olson 
George  Fred  O’Neill 
Ralph  Foster  Perry 
Florence  May  Pickett 
Marion  Hearst  Pilkington 
Maurice  Carpenter  Potter 
Dorothy  Harriet  Read 
John  William  Redding 
Grace  Helen  Reid 
John  Edward  Reynolds 
Ejnar  Hilding  Ribbe 
Gladys  Alwis  Robinson 
Karl  Henry  Robinson 
Guy  Charles  Rogers,  Jr. 

Alfred  Edwin  Salt,  Jr. 

William  Herbert  Sargeant 
Ethel  Mae  Schreiber 
Meta  Ruth  Schupbach 
Florence  Mae  Sears 
Aurore  Irene  Sevigny 
James  Harold  Shanley 
Paul  Leo  Sharkey 
Robert  William  Sharkey 
Ruth  May  Shaw^ 

Bertha  Marion  Simpson 
Ruth  Christina  Sinclair 
Louise  Bertha  Spier 
Florence  May  Spriggs 
Anna  Josephine  Stelter 
Carl  Henry  Stevens 
Herbert  Borden  Stevens 
Marion  Amelia  Stevens 
Raymond  Louis  Stock 
George  Austin  Stowe 
William  Werner  Sturdy 
Duncan  Stephenson  Sutton 
Elsie  Brett  Sweeney 
Heman  Orlando  Sweet 
Myrtle  Susannah  Sweet 
Evelyn  Harper  Taylor 
William  Marvin  Taylor 
Elwin  Swift  Thurber 
Ruth  Ella  Tomlinson 
Frederick  Dallas  Walker 
Andrew  Howard  Walls 
Doris  Arlene  Wetherell 
Zelotes  Ellsworth  Wetherell,  Jr. 
Dorothy  Priscilla  Wharton 
Harold  Everett  Williams 
Bessie  Leone  Wilson 
Alby  Everet  Wood 
Roland  Webster  Woodward 
Mary  Evelyn  Wordell 
Alice  Magdalena  Catherine  Wuille 
Bessie  Williams  Wyllie 
Edward  Yates 
James  Milton  Young 
Treen  Young 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  SCHOOL 

Bethany  Chapel,  Wednesday  Evening,  June  21,  191G 


PROGRAM 


March 

Invocation 

REV.  SEELYE  BRYANT 


Response — “Song  of  Praise” Donizetti 

“The  Wayside  Inn” Longfellow 

G.  EARL  ORR 

“Paul  Revere’s  Ride” Longfellow 

CURTIS  R.  WILBAR 

Chorus — “Happy  and  Light” Balfe 

“King  Robert  of  Sicily” Longfellow 

EMORY  E.  CHAPMAN 

Piano  Solo — “Love’s  Return” Seidt 

LYDIA  M.  JENCKS 

“The  Legend  Beautiful” Longfellow 

AGNES  C.  McLOUGHLIN 

Chorus — “Come  Flit  Around” Wekerlin 

“The  Bell  of  Atri” Longfellow 

H.  HERSEY  JOHNSON 

Piano  Solo— “Dance  Eossaise” Baker 

WINTHROP  C.  CULBERT 

“Finale”  Longfellow 

ALBERT  W.  JOHNSON 

Chorus — “Class  Song”  Pflock 


Presentation  of  Diplomas 

MR.  BENJAMIN  P.  KING 
Chairman  of  the  School  Committee 

GRADUATES 

Emory  Eugene  Chapman  Hiram  Hersey  Johnson 

Winthrop  Cook  Culbert  Agnes  Charlotte  Angela  McLoughlin 

Lydia  May  Jencks  Gilbert  Earl  Orr 

Albert  William  Johnson  Curtis  Roland  Wilbar 
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CITY  SOLICITOR 


December  23,  1916. 

To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 

Dear  Sir:  — 

The  business  of  the  law  department  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  during 
the  past  year  has  been  somewhat  different  from  that  of  the  preceding 
year.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  public  at  large  are  taking  quite  a 
different  view  of  the  new  form  of  government  from  that  taken  during 
its  first  year. 

During  the  year  1915  there  were  three  claims  for  damages  filed 
against  the  city,  two  of  which  resulted  in  litigation  in  the  courts,  viz. 
the  Duranleau  case  and  the  case  of  Elin  Grahn.  These  Two  cases  are 
now  pending  in  the  Superior  Court  and  in  all  probability  will  be  tried 
at  the  March  session  at  Taunton.  During  the  year  1916  eleven  claims 
for  damages  were  made  against  the  city;  none  of  these  claims  have 
as  yet  been  carried  to  the  courts.  These  claims  vary  in  amount  from 
$10.00  to  $500.00.  In  each  instance  an  investigation  has  been  made 
and  in  two  instances  recommendations  for  settlement  made  and  the 
remainder  of  the  claims  no  action  was  taken,  each  matter  being  al- 
lowed to  take  its  own  course. 

The  City  appears  as  plaintiff  in  two  actions,  both  of  these  actions 
having  been  brought  by  the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
against  Louis  C.  Luther,  one  of  which  actions  is  now  pending  in  the 
Superior  Court  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  other  in  the  Superior  Court 
for  the  County  of  Bristol  at  Taunton. 

During  the  past  session  of  the  Legislature  a number  of  bills  in 
which  the  City  of  Attleboro  was  directly  interested  were  acted  upon. 
On  behalf  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  an  act  validating  the  acts  of  the 
City  relating  to  the  Rifle  Range  was  passed  and  also  an  amendment 
to  the  charter  was  made. 

The  City  Solicitor  appeared  before  committees  regarding  other 
acts  in  which  the  city  was  interested,  such  as  the  act  providing  for 
sittings  of  the  Probate  Court  in  Attleboro  or  sittings  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  naturalizations,  hearing  on  the  half  mill  school  tax,  on  two 
acts  relating  to  building  laws,  on  an  act  relating  to  the  removal  of 
snow  by  street  railway  companies  and  an  act  providing  for  a Board 
of  Survey.  The  Board  of  Survey  act  was  drafted  originally  as  a 
special  act  for  the  City  of  Attleboro,  but  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  on  cities  was  redrafted  and  made  general  in  its  nature  so 
as  to  apply  to  all  of  the  cities  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ten  contracts  and  one  bond  were  drafted.  Thirty-three  written 
opinions  were  given.  Several  questions  regarding  the  conduct  and  re- 
sult of  elections  have  arisen  and  advice  was  given  to  various  officials 
in  each  instance. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


183 


In  the  Fire  Department  a claim  was  made  by  the  City  against  the 
Interstate  Consolidated  Street  Railway  Company,  for  damage  to  a 
truck  at  South  Attleboro.  The  Street  Railway  Company  has  agreed  to 
settle  this  matter  by  payment  of  the  bills  contracted  for  the  repair  of 
the  truck. 

The  status  of  the  Farmers’  Company  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year  called  for  considerable  time  and  attention  from  this  department 
also. 

A number  of  ordinances  were  drafted  at  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee on  ordinances.  Various  other  matters  of  importance  were 
called  to  the  attention  of  this  department,  the  most  serious  of  which 
is  a question  relating  to  the  boundary  of  the  West  Street  School  House 
lot.  The  west  boundary  of  this  lot  has  been  in  dispute  for  a number 
of  years  and  the  retaining  wall  built  near  this  boundary  has  fallen 
down  leaving  a very  dangerous  condition  prevailing.  A number  of 
efforts  were  made  by  the  School  Department  to  adjust  this  matter  by 
way  of  compromise,  but  each  attempt  was  unsuccessful.  During  the 
summer  this  matter  was  turned  over  to  the  law  department  for  inves- 
tigation and  title  was  examined  and  all  records  searched  and  the 
result  verified  by  the  City  Engineer.  An  attempt  to  compromise  was 
then  made  by  the  City  Solicitor,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works 
and  the  parties  interested,  but  this  attempt  was  also  unsuccessful. 
In  this  case  it  is  advised  that  the  title  to  the  school  house  lot  be  regis- 
tered in  the  land  court  in  order  to  clear  up  any  questions  relating  to 
that  parcel  of  land.  The  rules  of  the  land  court  require  that  therei 
shall  be  a definite  layout  of  the  street  adjoining  the  property. 

The  matter  of  laying  out  West  Street  is  now  before  the  Municipal 
Council. 

The  deed  of  land  taken  and  used  in  building  approaches  to  the 
various  bridges  built  over  or  under  the  railroad  at  the  time  that 
grade  crossings  were  abolished  in  Attleboro  was  delivered  to  the  City 
and  put  on  record. 

A hearing  was  held  before  the  Public  Service  Commission  in 
Boston  relating  to  an  appeal  by  the  Interstate  Consolidated  Street 
Railway  Company  in  the  matter  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  re- 
moval of  snow  by  street  railway  companies  from  the  various  streets 
of  the  city.  This  matter  was  finally  adjusted  and  a decree  entered  by 
the  Public  Service  Commission  whereby  the  present  rules  were 
adopted. 

The  Washington  Street  bridge  matter  has  taken  considerable 
time  and  attention  from  this  department  as  well  as  from  the  Public 
Works  Department.  A petition  was  filed  four  or  five  years  ago  and 
a decree  granted  by  the  County  Commissioners  upon  such  petition 
September  23,  1913.  This  decree  required  the  raising  of  the  grade  of 
that  bridge  between  four  and  five  feet,  but  a condition  was  inserted  in 
the  decree  whereby  like  action  should  be  taken  by  the  authorities  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  their  co-operation  was  made  a condi- 
tion precedent  to  any  action  being  taken  by  any  Massachusetts 
authorities.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  get  the  authorities  of 
the  City  of  Pawtucket  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  County  Commissioners,  but  these  attempts  were  unsuccessful 
because  the  Pawtucket  authorities  did  not  consider  it  just  that  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  large  amounts  in  damages  when  the  prin- 
cipal benefit  would  be  to  the  railroad  company  rather  than  to  the 
public  at  large.  After  working  over  this  matter  for  several  months  a 
new  petition  and  new  plan  of  action  were  drawn  up,  petition  was  filed 
with  the  County  Commissioners  and  a hearing  was  had  in  the  Court 


184 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


House  at  Attleboro,  December  21.  1916  and  this  hearing  was  continued 
until  January  16,  1917.  It  is  quite  apparent  from  the  attitude  of  the 
railroad  in  this  matter  that  they  intend  to  follow  the  same  policy  of 
delay  that  they  have  followed  during  the  past  three  or  four  years. 
The  excuse  offered  being  that  the  railroad  needs  all  of  its  money  to 
increase  its  facilities  for  handling  freight  and  does  not  desire  to  spend 
any  money  for  repairing  or  building  bridges.  However,  the  condi- 
tions prevailng  at  the  Washngton  Street  bridge  are  very  dangerous 
and  inconvenient  to  the  public,  and  should  be  remedied  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  No  time  will  be  lost  on  the  part  of  this  department 
in  forcing  matters  to  the  end. 

The  Sewer  Department  matters  are  practically  all  finished.  The 
deeds  necessary  for  the  widening  of  Union  Street  have  been  drawn  up 
and  may  be  executed  whenever  appropriations  are  made. 

Of  the  appropriation  of  $850.00  made  the  first  of  the  year  for  this 
department,  $666.66  has  been  expended  in  salary  and  $44.20  in  expense 
to  the  first  of  December.  $62.50  will  be  required  for  salary  for  the 
month  of  December  and  about  $10.00  for  expenses.  The  balance  of 
the  appropriation  amounting  to  approximately  $66.64  will  not  be  used 
by  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  COADY, 


City  Solicitor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


185 


SEALER  OF 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


December  19,  1916. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council, 
of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

Gentlemen:  — 

I herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  for  the  City  of  Attleboro. 


Scales, 


Platform,  over  5,000  lbs ...  . 

Adjusted 

2 

Sealed 

15 

Condemned 

Platform,  under  5,000  lbs.. 

24 

146 

Counter  

13 

155 

Beam  

1 

4 

Spring  balance  

14 

115 

11 

Computing  

4 

78 

Slot  weighing  

13 

Prescription  

1 

8 

Weights, 

Avoirdupois  

. 176 

1176 

Apothecarv  

24 

148 

19 

Metric 

12 

78 

1 

Measures, 

Dry  measures  

23 

1 

Liquid  measures 

232 

3 

Oil  measuring  pumps  

3 

43 

Molasses  pumps  

15 

Yard  sticks  

52 

9 

Milk  jars,  glass 

506 

26 

Ice  cream  cans 

17 

Total  

. 274 

2824 

63 

Fees  collected  and  turned  over 

Fees. 

to  City 

Treasurer 

....  $147.85 

Court  fines  in  District  Court.  , 

Total  
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Office  calls  for  sealing 65 

Outside  calls  for  sealing 218 

Inspection  of  Peddlers’  Licenses 21 

Articles  reweighed,  including  coal 273 

Cases  prosecuted  in  court 4 

Convicted  2 

Filed  2 


As  shown  by  the  report  I have  tested,  sealed  or  condemned  a total 
of  3,161  scales,  weights  and  measures. 

The  reweighing  of  coal  throughout  the  Commonwealth  at  this  time 
demonstrates  the  need  of  inspection  and  calls  to  mind  the  conditions 
which  prevail  where  this  important  work  is  neglected.  P^'requent  in- 
spections at  irregular  intervals  serve  to  keep  the  merchants  and  ped- 
dlers on  the  alert  at  all  times  to  guard  against  carelessness  and  fraud. 

During  the  past  year  I have  reweighed  all  the  coal  dealers  and 
regret  I was  compelled  to  prosecute  one  for  short  weight,  for  which 
a fine  of  Fifty  ($50)  Dollars  was  paid.  I believe  this  work  should  be 
continued  more  forcibly  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 

Attleboro  is  one  of  the  few  cities  in  the  Commonwealth  not 
having  a city  scale,  and  I would  recommend  that  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  the  cost  and  location  of  a heavy  duty  truck  scale. 

The  salary  of  Sealer  is  inadequate  considering  the  amount  of  ser- 
vice demanded  by  the  State  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAFFNEY, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  measures. 


INSPECTOR  OF  KEROSENE  OIL 

December  19,  1916. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 
of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Gentlemen: — 

I herewith  report  as  Inspector  of  Kerosene  Oil,  that  I have  taken 
samples  from  fifty-four  (54)  stores  at  different  seasons  of  the  year 
and  tested  each  one  separately  by  the  Tagliabue  System  to  the  re- 
quired temperature. 

Inspection  fees  $75.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAFFNEY, 
Inspector  of  Kerosene  Oil. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  WIRING 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  23,  1916. 
To  His  Honoi-,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

Dear  Sir:  — 


I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Wires  for  one 
year  ending  November  30,  1916. 


Month 

Applications  Permits 

Inspections 

Outside 

December  . . . 

37 

32 

35 

6 

January  

36 

36 

40 

2 

February  .... 

28 

28 

30 

March  

17 

16 

20 

April  

34 

32 

35 

60 

May  

32 

25 

32 

10 

June  

35 

27 

35 

8 

July  

8 

17 

25 

August  

23 

22 

25 

7 

September  . . . 

22 

17 

25 

50 

October  

47 

48 

50 

20 

November  . . . 

35 

34 

40 

60 

354 

334 

392 

223 

223 

Total  inspections  . 

..  615 

As  I have 

previously  recommended. 

I again 

urge  that 

the  Attle- 

boro  Steam  & 

Electric 

Co.,  be  required 

to  ground  their  system  in  ac- 

cordance  with  the  rules  of  the  New  England  Insurance  Exchange. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  work  of  this  depart- 
ment and  contractors  in  general  have  shown  a willingness  to  conform 
to  the  rules  of  this  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  C.  WETHERELL. 

Inspector  of  Wires. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT 

Detail  of  Departmental  Expenditures, 

MUNICIPAL  COUNCIL. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $248.05 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 51.95 


$300.00 


Expenditures. 


Stationery  and  Postage $68.81 

Printing  1.00 

Carfares,  etc 11.57 

Flags  and  Music 63.40 

Inauguration  exercises  20.50 

Alton  D.  Adams,  professional  services 30.00 

All  other  52.77 


MAYOR’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation  

Expenditures  - $1,707.90 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 42.10 


$1,750.00 

Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  wages 

Mayor  $1,000.00 

Clerk  520.00 


Other  Expenses 

Stationery  and  Postage $76.00 

July  4th — corner  stone,  etc 78.55 

All  other  33.35 


AUDITING  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $1,193.22 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 6.78 


1916 

$300.00 


$300.00 


$248.05 


$1,750.00 


$1,750.00 


$1,520.00 


187.90 


$1,707.90 


$1,200.00 


$1,200.00 


$1,200.00 
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Expenditures. 

Salary  and  Wages 

Auditor  $1,000.00 

Clerk  hire  44.77 


Other  Expenses 

Stationery  and  Postage $30.19 

Printing  41.75 

Traveling  10.40 

Expenses  to  Auditors’  Annual  Convention 

at  Syracuse  40.00 

All  other  26.11 


$1,044.77 


148.45 


$1,193.22 


TREASURER  AND  CITY  CLERK. 

Appropriation  .’ $4,500.00 

Expenditures  $4,494.09 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 5.91 


$4,500.00 


Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

City  Clerk  and  Treasurer $1,800.00 

Assistant  City  Clerk 1,000.00 

Clerks  999.96 


Other  Expenses 

Stationary  and  Postage $209.72 

Printing  114.85 

Bond  175.00 

Issue  of  Notes 87.50 

All  other  107.06 


$4,500.00 


$3,799.96 


694.13 


$4,494.09 


COLLECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT 


Appropriation  $2,233.00 

Expenditures  $2,232.76 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 .24 


$2,233.00  $2,233.00 

Expenditures. 

Salaries  and  Wages 


City  Collector $1,200.00 

Clerks  224.12 

Special  officer  17.30 


$1,441.42 
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Other  Expenses 


Stationery  and  Postage $455.01 

Printing  and  Advertising 165.60 

Bond  135.00 

Traveling  28.50 

All  other  7.23 


ASSESSORS’  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $4,102.31 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 47.69 


Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 


Assessors  (3)  $2,000.00 

Assistants  256.25 

Clerks  1,122.51 


Other  Expenses 


Stationery  and  Postage $65.36 

Printing  and  Stationery 209.39 

Carfare  and  auto  hire 160.06 

Examining  titles  100.00 

All  other  188.74 


LAW  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $778.16 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 71.84 


$850.00 

Expenditures. 

Salary  and  Wages 


J.  J.  Coady,  City  Solicitor $729.16 

Stationery  and  Postage 5.23 

Telephone  .30 

Traveling  Expenses  and  Incidentals 37.97 

All  other  5.50 


791.34 

$2,232.76 

$4,150.00 

$4,150.00 

$4,150.00 

3,378.76 

723.55 

$4,102.31 

$850.00 

$850.00 


$778.16 
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CITY  MESSENGER. 


Appropriation  , $830.00 

Expenditures  $810.00 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 20.00 


$830.00  $830.00 

Expenditures. 

Salary 

Fred  L.  Morse,  City  Messenger $780.00 

James  Tyrance,  Substitute 30.00 

$810.00 


ELECTIONS  AND  REGISTRATIONS. 


Appropriation  $1,750.00 

Expenditures  $1,741.86 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 8.14 


$1,750.00  $1,750.00 

Expenditures. 

Salaries  and  Wages 

Registrars  $182.50 

Election  officers  1,029.88 

$1,212.38 

Other  Expenses 

Stationery  and  Postage $18.59 

Printing  and  Advertising 307.81 

Carfares  2.10 

Setting  up  and  repairing  voting  booths...  32.07 

Rent  70.00 

Counting  boards  40.00 

All  other  58.91 

529.48 


$1,741.86 


CITY  STENOGRAPHER. 


Appropriation $800.00 

Expenditures  $789.45 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 10.55 


$800.00  $800.00 

Expenditures. 

Lulu  A.  Gingras,  Salary $780.00 

Stationery  and  Supplies 9.45 

789.45 


CITY  OFFICES— GENERAL  MAINTENANCE. 

Appropriation  $3,790.00 

Expenditures  $3,786.50 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 3.50 


$3,790.00 


$3,790.00 
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Expenditures. 


Rents  . . . . 
Lights  . . . . 
Telephones 
Supplies  . . 
All  other  . 


$3,082.00 

187.51 

429.71 

22.19 

65.09 

$3,786.50 


CITY  OFFICES— FURNITURE  AND  FURNISHINGS. 


Appropriation  $300.00 

Expenditures  $167.43 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 132.57 


$300.00  $300.00 

Expenditures. 

Mayors’  Dept $22.10 

City  Treasurer  and  Clerk 73.50 

Collector’s  Dept 6.90 

Public  Works  55.00 

Miscellaneous  9.93 

167.43 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation  $16,340.00 

Expenditures  $16,313.54 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 26.46 


$16,340.00 

Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Chief  $1,303.57 

Patrolmen  9,402.68 

Specials  480.01 

Lockup  Keeper  100.00 

Court  Fees  583.46 

All  other  75.00 


Equipment  and  Repairs 

Automobile  $2,362.14 

Equipment  for  men 11.53 

All  other  9.20 


Fuel  and  Light 

Light  $179.70 


Maintenance  of  Building 

Repairs $123.14 

Janitor’s  supplies  ; . . . . 4.95 

Furniture  and  furnishings 24.27 

Rent  900.00 

All  other  74.68 


$16,340.00 


11,944.72 


2,382.87 


179.70 


1,127.04 
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Other  Expenses 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage $31.53 

Telephone  151.07 

Care  and  transportation  of  prisoners 258.00 

Liability  Insurance 175.00 

All  other  63.61 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $48,303.49 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 1,696.51 


$50,000.00 


Expenditures. 

Salaries  and  Wages 

Chief  Engineer $600.00 

Assistants  400.00 

Firemen  19,255.56 

Call  men  4,516.56 

Clerk  100.00 

All  other  35.50 


Horses  and  Care 

Hay  and  Grain $969.91 

Shoeing  153.74 

Supplies  60.85 

All  other  35.00 


Equipment  and  Repairs 

Apparatus,  Miscellaneous  equipment  and 

Repairs  $2,946.25 

Hose  700.73 

Alarm  Boxes,  etc 737.52 

Supplies  397.69 

Automobile  494.19 

All  other  27.07 


Hydrant  Rental  $14,610.00 


Fuel  and  Light 

Fuel  $1,016.86 

Light  195.57 


Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds 


Repairs  $370.07 

Laundry  work  29.94 

Furniture  and  furnishings 84.45 

All  other  280.06 


679.21 

$16,313.54 

$50,000.00 

$50,000.00 


24,907.62 


1.219.50 


5,303.45 

14,610.00 

1,212.43 


764.52 
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Ollier  Expenses 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage $10.25 

Telephones  248.92 

All  other  26.80 

285.97 


$48,303.49 


INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 


Appropriation  $700.00 

Expenditures  $676.24 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 23.76 


$700.00  $700.00 

Expenditures. 

M.  F.  Ashley,  salary $600.00 

Stationery,  Postage,  etc 1.43 

Traveling  expenses  9.60 

Elevator  Inspections  67.21 

$676.24 


INSPECTION  OF  V/IRES. 


Appropriation  $300.00 

Expenditures  $284.01 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 15.99 


$300.00  $300.00 

Expenditures. 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell,  salary $249.96 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 10.40 

Carfares,  etc 5.00 

All  other  18.65 

284.01 


SEALING  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


Appropriation  $650.00 

Expenditures  $627.06 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 22.94 


$650.00  $650.00 

Expenditures. 

Hugh  Gaffney,  salary  $450.00 

Stationery  and  Postage 13.09 

Printing  and  Advertising 5.00 

Carfares,  Teams,  etc 63.45 

Equipment  and  supplies 83.42 

All  other  12.10 


$627.06 
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FORESTRY  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $1,846.31 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 28.69 


$1,875.00 

Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Superintendent  $849.29 

All  other  wages 414.06 


Other  expenses 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage $8.41 

Carfares,  teams,  etc 45.74 

Hardware  and  miscellaneous  tools 73.81 

Insecticides  69.74 

Liability  Insurance  85.66 

Sprayer  250.00 

All  other  49.60 


DOG  OFFICER. 

Appropriation’ 

Expenditures  


Expenditures, 

W.  E.  Dunham,  Dog  Officer,  services  at  28c 
per  hour  


$207.28 

$207.28 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $7,297.78 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 32.22 


$7,330.00 

Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Health  Officer  $591.67 

Clerk  196.00 


Other  Expenses 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage $82.62 

Telephone  19.97 

All  other  36.70 


$1,875.00 

$1,875.00 

1,263.35 

582.96 

$1,846.31 

$207.28 

$207.28 

$207.28 

$7,330.00 

$7,330.00 

787.67 

139.29 


$926.96 
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Contagious  Diseases 

Drugs  and  Medicines $56.97 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 3.00 

Hospitals  163.71 

All  other  54.95 


Tuberculosis 

Board  and  Treatment $1,887.79 

Medicines  and  Attendance 277.20 

Groceries  and  Provisions 103.02 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 2.69 

Nursing  83.48 


$2,354.18 

Weekly  Aid 

Sundry  Persons,  as  per  payrolls $655.50 


Other  Expenses 

Inspectors  of  Plumbing  $268.00 

Inspectors  of  Animals 281.25 

Inspector  of  Slaughter  • 500.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  512.50 

Inspector  of  Milk  expenses 55.52 

Laboratory,  maintenance  26.24 

Vaccination  17.50 

Dental  Clinic  225.00 

Health  week  29.50 

Garbage  removal  800.00 

Public  dump  364.00 

All  other  3.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 

$213.17 

61.83 

$275.00 

Expenditures. 

Returns  from — 

Physicians — Birth  Returns  

L^ndertakers — Death  Returns  

Harold  E.  Mills — Taking  census  

$100.25 

55.50 

57.42 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 
General  Administration. 


Appropriation ’ , . 

Expenditures  $7,248.12 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 1.88 


$7,250.00 


278.63 


3,009.68 


3,082.51 

$7,297.78 


$275.00 


$275.00 


$213.17 


$7,250.00 


$7,250.00 
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Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Superintendent  $2,499.96 

Clerks  1,545.96 

Engineer  1,200.00 

Engineer’s  Assistants  858.95 


Other  Expenses 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage $212,77 

Telephone  41.94 

Traveling  30.66 

Engineering  Supplies  116.80 

Auto  and  Incidentals 741,08 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

Highways,  Appropriation  

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 


Expenditures  (Summaries). 


Highways,  General  Maintenance....  $41,119.97 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 3,134.61 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 10,000.00 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 125.00 

$54,379.58 


Balances,  Dec.  30,  1916. 


Highways $280.03 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 365.39 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 


Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 


645.42 


$55,025.00 


Detail  of  Expenditures. 


Labor,  as  per  payrolls $15,133.52 

Teams,  as  per  payrolls 9,460.10 


All  Other  Expenses 

Broken  Stone,  etc $1,081.39 

Pipe  and  Cement 341.66 

Lumber  1,010.78 

Machinery  4,440.67 

Equipment  and  Repairs 1,105.12 

Stable,  Supplies,  etc 327.68- 

Shoeing  201.93 

Hay,  Grain  and  Straw 1,250.90 

Hardware  and  Tools 471.57 

Freight  and  Express 83.46 


6,104.87 


1,143.25 


$7,248.12 


$41,400.00 

3,500.00 

10,000.00 

125.00 


$55,025.00 


$55,025.00 


=^=$24,593.62 
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Fuel,  Light  and  Power 892.54 

Car  Tickets,  Fares 53.42 

Automobiles,  Accessories,  Repairs 728.10 

Supplies  (Miscellaneous)  512.05 

Sand  and  Gravel 809.78 

Insurance  883.13 

Steam  Roller  Shed 195.00 

Rent  69.60 

Cross  Walks  and  Repairs 403.66 

Street  and  Sidewalk  Repairs 1,216.26 

All  other  447.65 


Sidewalks  and  Curbings 

Labor  and  Teams $512.00 

Materials  and  Supplies.. 2,622.61 


Dust  Layer  and  Tar 

Labor  and  Teams $1,435.01 

Oils,  Sand,  Tar,  etc 8,564.99 


Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc. 

Signs  and  Clock $125.00 


=^$4,390.94  expended  for  snow  and  ice  removal. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $27,716.92 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 1,783.08 


$29,500.00 


Expenditures. 

General  Maintenance 

Labor  

Pipe  and  Fittings 

Equipment  and  Repairs 

Freight  and  Express  

Supplies:  Shop  and  Barn 

Hay  and  Grain 

Building:  Repairs  and  Alterations  (Barn) 

Fuel  

All  other 

Insurance  

Taxes  

Automobiles  

Telephones  


$4,754.60 

99.26 

865.88 

12.56 

703.39 

238.79 

188.95 

161.06 

244.12 
810.73 

230.12 
1,301.00 

127.22 


$16,526.35 

3,134.61 

10,000.00 

125.00 

$54,379.58 

$29,500.00 

$29,500.00 


$9,737.68 
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PUMPING  STATION. 


Engineer  and  Assistant $2,088.89 

Firemen  936.00 

Labor  446.99 

Coal  2,884.10 

Oil  and  Packing 108.45 

Valves  and  Fittings 88.99 

Building  Repairs  101.19 

Supplies  168.86 

Boiler  Repairs  112.85 

All  other  148.60 


Meters 

Meters  and  Fittings $230.85 


Water  Construction 

Labor  and  Teams $2,461.76 

Pipe  and  Fittings 4,769.26 

Meters  and  Fittings 3,337.72 

All  other  94.73 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $2,336.11 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 463.89 


$2,800.00 

Expenditures. 


Maintenance 

Labor  and  Teams $1,713.30 

Tools  and  Equipment 30.85 

Insurance  258.97 

Flushing * 100.00 

Connections  56.70 

All  other  64.22 


Construction 

Labor  and  Teams *$76.16 

Materials  35.91 


STREET  LIGHTING 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $18,606.39 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 393.61 


$19,000.00 


7,084.92 

230.85 

10,663.47 

$27,716.92 

$2,800.00 

$2,800.00 

2,224.04 

$112.07 

$2,336.11 

$19,000.00 

$19,000.00 
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Expenditures. 

Attleboro  Steam  & Electric  Co.,  Street  Light- 
ing as  per  contract 


CHARITY  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $21,866.41 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 733.59 


$22,600.00 


Expenditures. 


General  Administration 

Overseers  $1,141.67 

Clerk  103.20 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage 91.26 

All  other  214.61 


City  Farm 

Salary,  Supt.  and  Matron $750.00 

All  other  wages 448.00 

Groceries  and  Provisions 1,286.57 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 85.82 

Building,  Misc.  Furnishings  and  Repairs..  990.52 

Fuel  and  Light 473.07 

Hay,  Grain  and  Seed 1,319.42 

All  other  645.58 


Outside  Relief  by  City 

Groceries  and  Provisions $3,415.03 

Coal  and  Wood 421.70 

Board  and  Care 504.75 

Medicines  and  Medical  Attendance 170.99 

Institutions  1,032.88 

Hospitals  345.00 

Burials  192.00 

Rents  1,494.10 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 193.16 

All  other  36.29 


Relief  by  other  Cities  and  Towns 

Cities  $342.69 

Towns  915.68 


Mothers'  Aid  by 

City  i $4,554.75 

Other  cities  and  towns 619.67 

All  other  78.00 


$18,606.39 


$22,600.00 


$22,600.00 


1,550.74 


5,998.98 


7,805.90 


1,258.37 


5,252.42 


$21,866.41 
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CITY  PHYSICIAN. 

Appropriation  $600.00 

Expenditures. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Roimseville,  salary $600.00 


SOLDIERS’  BENEFITS. 

General  Administration. 

Appropriation  $100.00 

Expenditures. 

Fred  L.  Morse,  Agent $100.00 


STATE  AID. 

Appropriation  $2,500.00 

'"'Expenditures  $2,334.00 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 166.00 

$2,500.00  $2,500.00 

Expenditures. 

Sundry  persons,  as  per  payrolls $2,334.00 


*(City  to  be  reimbursed  by  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.) 


SOLDIERS’  RELIEF. 

Appropriation  $2,500.00 

Expenditures  $2,414.00 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 86.00 

$2,500.00  $2,500.00 

Expenditures. 

Sundry  persons,  as  per  payrolls $2,414.00 


SOLDIERS’  BURIALS. 

Appropriation $100.00 

^Expenditures  $92.00 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 8.00 

$100.00  $100.00 

Expenditures. 

C.  F.  Stone $87.67 

Fred  L.  Morse,  Burial  Agent 4.00 

G.  A.  R.  Relief  Fund .33 

$92.00 

*(City  to  be  reimbursed  by  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.) 
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SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation  

Insurance  Claim  (Reimbursement) 

Expenditures. 


School  Dept.,  General  Maintenance $114,557.09 

Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  30,  1916 41.72 


$114,599.41 

DETAIL  OF  EXPENDITURES. 
Administration. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Superintendent  $2,400.00 

Clerks  1,333.00 

Truant  Officer  687.52 

All  other  400.00 

Stationery,  Printing,  etc 216.52 

Telephones  318.44 

Traveling  expenses  88.66 

School  census  100.00 

All  other  60.39 


Teachers’  Salaries — Day  Schools 

High  $16,404.56 

Elementary  52,060.31 

Supervisors  2,527.83 

Vacation 222.00 


Teachers’  Salaries — Evening  Schools 

Elementary  $839.25 


Text  Books  and  Supplies 

High  $1,030.15 

Elementary  3,985.85 

Domestic  Science  237.22 

Manual  Training  192.65 

Tuition  12.00 

Transportation  3,033.00 


Janitors’  Salaries 

High  (Day)  $1,960.70 

Elementary  (Day)  7,958.24 

High  (Evening)  66.00 

Elementary  (Evening)  44.00 


Fuel  and  Light 

High  1,974.04 

Elementary  6,36Q.04 


Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds — High  School 


Repairs  $1,315.19 

Janitors’  Supplies  87.57 

All  other  142.77 


$114,500.00 

99.41 

$114,599.41 


5,604.53 

71,214.70 

839.25 

8,490.87 

10,028.94 

8,334.08 
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Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds — Elementary 


Repairs  $4,556.27 

Janitors’  Supplies  355.25 

All  other  2,294.29 


Furniture  and  Furnishings 

High  and  Elementary $415.90 


Other  Expenses 

Graduation  $132.85 

Benevolence  217.08 

Printing  (Misc.)  92.15 

School  Physician  400.00 

All  other  36.00 


VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $94.17 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 405.83 


$500.00 

Expenditures. 

Wages  $70.00 

Supplies  24.17 


LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation  

Expenditures  $7,763.88 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 36.12 


$7,800.00 

Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Librarian  $799.92 

Assistants  1,851.40 

Janitor  956.00 


Books  and  Periodicals 

Books  $1,631.88 

Periodicals  424.60 


Binding 

Books  and  Periodicals $326.87 


Fuel  and  Light 

Fuel  401.62 

Light  397.03 


8,751.34 

415.90 

878.08 

$114,557.69 

$500.00 

$500.00 

$94.17 

$7,800.00 

$7,800.00 

3,607.32 

2,056.48 

326.87 

798.65 
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Building  and  Grounds 

Repairs  24.31 

Furniture  and  furnishings 38.00 

Care  of  grounds 39.50 

All  other  73.25 

175.06 

Other  Expenses 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage 488.88 

Express  and  cartage 46.85 

Telephone  23.73 

All  other  240.04 

799.50 


S7.763.S8 


CAPRON  PARK. 

Appropriation  S3.S00.00 

Expenditures  S3. 788. 66 

Balance.  Dec.  30.  1916 11.34 


S3.S00.00  S3.800.00 

Expenditures. 


Salaries  and  Wages 

Superintendent  S7S0.00 

All  other  728.71 

1.508.71 

Other  Expenses 

Teams S475.06 

Loam  and  Dressing 431.81 

Trees.  Seeds,  Shrubs,  etc 170.47 

Repair  of  Buildings 121.43 

Animals  48.00 

Food  for  Animals 70.46 

Lighting  261.89 

All  other  700.83 

2.279.95 


S3. 788. 66 


FOURTH  OF  JULY. 


Appropriation  S500.00 

Expenditures  §485.72 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 14.28 


S500.00  S500.00 

Expenditures. 

LeClair’s  Band  SIOO.OO 

American  Fireworks  Co 230.00 

Prizes,  Badges.  Pins,  etc 155.72 

S4S5.72 
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UNCLASSIFIED. 


Memorial  Day — G.  A.  R.,  Appropriation 

Memorial  Day — S.  W.  V.,  Appropriation 

G.  A.  R.  Rent 

S.  W.  V.  Rent 

$300.00 

50.00 

348.00 

300.00 

998.00 

Expenditures. 

W.  A.  Streeter  Post,  No.  145,  G.  A.  R 

Herbert  A.  Clark  Camp,  No.  45,  S.  W.  V 

W.  A.  Streeter  Post,  No.  145,  G.  A.  R.,  Rent.  . 
Herbert  A.  Clark  Camp,  No.  45,  S.  W.  V.,  Rent 

$300.00 

50.00 

348.00 

300.00 

998.00 

PRINTING  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Appropriation  

Expenditures  

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 

$1,030.37 

169.63 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

Expenditures. 

For  Advertising 

For  Printing  

$426.27 

604.10 

$1,030.37 

INSURANCE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Appropriation  

Expenditures  

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 

$584.00 

616.00 

$1,200.00 

■$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

Expenditures. 

To  various  Insurance  Companies,  as  per  vouch- 
ers on  file  in  Auditor’s  office 

$584.00 

INTEREST. 

Appropriation  

Expenditures  

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 

$55,740.14 

214.87 

$55,955.01 

$55,955.01  $55,955.01 

Expenditures. 


To  various  financial  institutions  and  individu- 


als for, — 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans $6,285.13 

General  Purpose  Loans 9,774.00 

Sewer  Loans  (Bonds)  16,560.00 

Water  Loans  (Bonds)  22,615.00 

Grade  Crossing  Assessment 506.01 


$55,740.14 
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MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS. 

Appropriation  $54,874.93 

Expenditures. 

To  various  financial  institutions  and  individu- 
als: 

South  Main  Street  Engine  House $3,800.00 

Bliss  School  5,000.00 

Tilfanv  School  5,000.00 

High  School  9,000.00 

="Sewer  Bonds  (Serial)  9,000.00 

Water  Bonds  (Serial)  11,000.00 

Rifle  Range  (Note) 3,000.00 

Grade  Crossing  Assessment  9,074.93 

$54,874.93 


^=$9,000  in  addition  to  the  above  paid  on  Sewer  Debt  from  Sewer 
Loan  Fund  in  accordance  with  Special  Act,  Chapter  264,  of  1915. 


REVENUE  RESERVE. 

Appropriation  $3,000.00 

Expenditures  $2,389.29 

Transferred  to  Collector’s  Dept 233.00 

Transferred  to  Forestry  Dept 375.00 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 2.71 


$3,000.00  $3,000.00 

Expenditures. 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital $256.44 

George  O.  Dunham 4.55 

Rifle  Range  (additional  land) 1,100.00 

Rachel  Ritchie  12.78 

Misc.  Doctor’s  Bills  (Soldiers’  Re.) 202.25 

Solon  D.  Bushee 19.27 

Samuel  E.  Sillman 25.00 

Warren  E.  Horton 10.00 

Olstin  M.  Higgins 62.00 

Rifle  Range,  construction  work . 353.30 

City  of  Attleboro  (Tax  reserve) 34.75 

Fidelia  Sturdy  et  al 138.84 

E.  H.  Faulkner 3.25 

Duranleau  Suit  49.84 

Beatrice  Gingras,  Tax  refund 9.90 

Flora  M.  Gingras,  Tax  refund 6.40 

Robert  B.  Slater,  Tax  refund 5.76 

Ellen  Curien  et  al.  Tax  Rifle  Range 3.96 

Charles  Barre,  Tax  refund 19.80 

Town  of  North  Attleboro,  Tax  Rifle  Range...  2.20 


$2,389.29 
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SINKING  FUNDS. 

Appropriation  

Expenditures. 

To  Sinking  Fund  Commission,  City  of  Attle- 


boro, 

For  General  Loans  $200.00 

For  Water  Loans  10,000.00 


AGENCY,  TRUST  AND  INVESTMENTS. 

Appropriations 

State  Tax  

State  Highway 

Non-Resident  Bank  Tax 

Bureau  of  Statistics 

County  Tax 


Expenditures. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Treas.  of.  . . $38,499.69 

County  of  Bristol,  Treas.  of 25,757.08 


NON-REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
RIFLE  RANGE. 

Appropriation  balance,  Jan.  1,  1916 

Expenditures. 


Labor  and  Teams $1,853.98 

Materials  and  Supplies 403.88 


$2,257.86 


Donations 


EAST  SIDE  PLAYGROUND. 


Expenditures. 


Supervision  and  salary $159.50 

Accessories,  materials  and  supplies 98.27 


$257.77 


RECREATION  AND  BALL  GROUNDS. 
In  Capron  Park. 


Donations  

Expenditures  . . .' $376.49 

Balance,  Dec.  30,  1916 3.26 


$379.75 

Expenditures. 

John  E.  Anderson,  labor  and  training $251.39 

Herbert  A.  Smith,  labor  and  teaming 125.10 


$10,200.00 

$10,200.00 

$35,520.00 

930.83 
1,779.03 

269.83 
25,757.08 

$64,256.77 

$64,256.77 

$2,257.86 

$2,257.86 

$257.77 

$257.77 

$379.75 

$379.75 


$376.49 
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Unapportioned  Sewer  1913 2,901.14  Accounts  Payable  47.75 

Committed  Interest  1915 217.42 

Committed  Interest  1916 4,934.45 

18,321.26 
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state  Aid  2,334.00 

Soldiers’  Burial  92.00 
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Cash  and  Securities $42,116.78  Deborah  Starkey  Fund  (Principal)  $1,000.00 

Deborah  Starkey  Fund  (Income)  32.74 

Capron  Fund  (Principal)  35,017.52 

Capron  Fund  (Income)  201.50 

Daniel  H.  Smith  Fund  (Principal) 5,000.00 
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Sewer  Investment  Com 12,000.00 

Non-Resident  Bank  Tax 1,799.03 

15,299.03 

Accounting 

Refunds  and  Transfers 238.55 


Revenue  Appropriation  Accounts,  January  1,  1916,'  to  January  1,  1917. 
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Inspector  of  Ruildings  700.00  019.14  57.10  07(5.24  2:).7(5 

Inspector  of  Wires  5100.00  2:151.(551  50.518  284.01  15.99 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures G50.00  580. 3G  4(5.70  (527. OG  22.94 

P\)restry  1,875.00  1,592.30  254.01  1,84G.511  28.G9 

Dog  Officer  207.28  178.20  29.08  207.28 
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Water 22,615.00  17,117.50  5,497.50  22,615.00 

Grade  Crossings  506.01  506.01  506.01 


Appropriations  Charges  to  December  Totai  Unexpended 
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Credit  Balance,  Dec.  Ill,  1915 $46,328.84  Surplus  Revenue — 

Add:  Excess  for  1916 20.748.52 

^ Balance  as  per  Revenue  Statement,  Dec. 

67,077.36  30,  1916  $54,693.72 
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Excess  Revenue  from  Appro,  balances $8,111.98  Balance,  Dec.  30,  191G $54  693  72 

Excess  Revenue  from  Estimated  Revenue..  12,636.54  Balance,  Dec.  31,  1915 46!3ks'84 
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